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Costly election verdict
Edgar County needs new election machines, replacement tab approaches $150,000

DAYLONG WORKSHOP FOSTERS CONNECTION

Special to The Prairie Press

Crestwood School sixth, seventh and eighth graders meet within their groups called families during Monday’s first 
Crestwood Cares workshop in the school gym. The workshop, designed by principal Dan Lynch assisted by faculty and 
staff, is similar to the Challenge Day held in the past at Paris High School.

Compassion gets its day

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

Some purchases are un-
avoidable, and that is the 
situation confronting Edgar 
County Clerk and Recorder 
August Griffin.

“We are in need of new 
election equipment,” Griffin 
told Edgar County Board 
members during the regular 
board meeting Wednesday, 
Jan. 9.

He said the current equip-
ment was purchased about 
12 years ago when the state 
provided money to help with 
the acquisition.

 The voting machines are 
reaching the end of their use-
ful lives and are wearing out. 
In addition, the technology 

has changed in the last dozen 
years.

“It is not an issue of inaccu-
rate tabulating,” said Griffin. 
“The issue is the ballots jam-
ming, and we have to start 
over.”

Another factor pushing the 
need for new machines is the 
county’s election vendor has 
informed Griffin the compa-
ny will no longer be able to 
maintain the old machines 
after 2019.

He estimated $150,000 
is needed to equip the 10 
polling places in the county, 
plus his office for early voting 
and to have extra equipment 
for emergency use. Of that 
amount, Griffin has approx-
imately $25,000 in reserve 

for the acquisition of voting 
machines and the county will 
have to borrow the remain-
der. 

Griffin said at one time 
nearly $100,000 was avail-
able in the equipment re-
placement fund but various 
amounts were transferred to 
the general fund at different 
times to help the county cope 
with inadequate funds else-
where.

County board member 
Dan Bruner suggested re-
ducing the number of polling 
places in order to lessen the 
cost.

While Griffin likes the idea 
of going to true voting centers 
where any resident of Edgar 
County can vote, that is not 

possible given current state 
law. Griffin said the maxi-
mum number of registered 
voters in a precinct is set by 
statute and the law also regu-
lates how many precincts can 
vote at a single polling place.

“True voting centers 
would be more cost effi-
cient,” said Griffin, adding 
this is something the Illinois 
County Clerks Association 
lobbies for but the legisla-
ture is so far not inclined to 
a change.

Board member John Chit-
tick asked if acquiring the 
new voting machines can 
be done in phases. Griffin 
said no because the new 
machines use a different size 
ballot and different bar cod-

ing for operation. Such dif-
ference, Griffin said, would 
make elections even more 
expensive because of the 
need to double print ballots.  

“It seems like something 
else we are going to have to 
do,” said Chittick.

Griffin assured county 
board members his office 
can get by with the older 
equipment for the April 
Consolidated election that 
determines officer holders 
for city, villages, townships 
and school boards, but new 
equipment will be needed 
before the 2020 general elec-
tion.

He said the ideal situation 
is to purchase the equipment 

See BALLOTS, Page 8A

BY NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairiepress.net

Crestwood Junior High students 
participated in a daylong social and 
emotional workshop Monday, Jan. 
7, designed to create more empathy 
among students and staff.

Crestwood Cares, similar to the 
Challenge Day which took place 
several years ago at Paris High 
School, provided and opportunity 
for the 150 sixth, seventh and eighth 
graders to, “better understand the 
challenges all students face in their 
lives,” according to Crestwood prin-
cipal Dan Lynch, who designed the 
workshop.

The workshop was an outgrowth 
of a seminar Lynch attended at the 
Illinois Principals Association con-
ference in the fall of 2017. Lynch 
said the seminar by a middle school 
outlined a Red Day.

“It reminded me of the PHS Chal-
lenge Day,” Lynch noted. Also at-
tending the conference was former 
PHS teacher Nathan Ogle, who is 
now the principal at Sullivan Middle 
School.

“We put our heads together and 
decided it was probably something 
we could do,” Lynch explained.

Ogle conducted a similar work-
shop at his school this past October 

and Lynch was one of the speakers.
“After that we began seriously 

planning our Crestwood Cares,” 
Lynch said. Work included using 
in-service time with staff to set an 
agenda for the day as well as detail-

sof the small group sessions. Plan-
ning also included talking to local 
and area mental health professionals 
and social workers to discuss topics 
and how to approach the workshop.

Special to The Prairie Press

Mentors welcome Crestwood Junior High students to the first Crestwood 
Cares workshop at the school Monday, Jan. 7. The day-long workshop was 
designed to create more empathy among students and better understanding 
of the challenges all students face.

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

CHRISMAN – Recent 
complaints to the Chris-
man City Council about 
dogs roaming at large and 
wandering chickens have 
prompted the commission-
ers to action.

City attorney Robert Mor-
ris discussed the issue with 
the council Monday, Jan. 7. 
He said a search of city ordi-
nances confirmed Chrisman 
does not have a leash law. 

Morris suggested an or-
dinance requiring measures 
to both confine a dog to the 
owner’s property and stipu-
lating the animal must be on 
a leash whenever it is off the 
property.

Commissioner Rick Jen-
ness asked if a shock collar 
would suffice for a leash, but 
police chief Jordan Hale op-

posed that option.
“If the ordinance requires 

a leash, then we have some-
thing to enforce if a dog is 
running lose,” said Hale.

Morris wanted more in-
formation in order to craft an 
ordinance regarding fowl. He 
asked the council members 
for opinions regarding how 
many birds to allow, if roost-
ers are permitted, is fowl lim-
ited to chickens or does it in-
clude ducks and other birds, 
are coops required and will 
permits and enforcement be 
part of the ordinance?

During discussion, Hale 
asked for something more 
than a coop and requested 
fencing be a requirement. 

“The biggest problem we 
have with chickens is they get 
off the property and into oth-
er yards,” said Hale.

Commissioners told Mor-

ris to write the ordinance 
so it requires a coop, a fence 
around the coop and chicken 
wire over the top as another 
measure to keep the birds 
confined. Residents will be 
allowed a maximum of six 
birds, including a rooster.

The consensus was to han-
dle noise complaints about 
roosters on a case-by-case ba-
sis as a nuisance issue, similar 
to barking dogs.

Commissioner Rodney 
Wolfe suggested the city re-
quire an annual permit with 
a fee. He noted the permit 
means the police can inspect 
the site annually to make sure 
the coop and fencing is in 
compliance, the number of 
birds remains within the set 
limit and owners are caring 
for the birds in a way to mini-
mize odors. 

“If they are not in com-

pliance, then Jordan (Hale) 
won’t renew the permit,” said 
Wolfe.

It was suggested a $10 
annual fee for issuing and 
renewing a chicken permit 
seemed reasonable.

Morris was asked to have 
written versions of a leash law 
and keeping fowl ordinanc-
es ready for the Jan. 21 city 
meeting.

In action items, dog catch-
ing duties were split between 
city employees Justus Pars-
ley and Larry Burgess, and 
the council approved paying 
$19,986 to Knight Insurance 
for renewal of the city’s com-
mercial insurance coverage

City clerk Sierra Dicken 
submitted her two-week 
notice to accept a job in the 
medical field. She was work-
ing as city clerk while attend-
ing nursing school.

“I wasn’t looking to leave, 
but the job fell into my lap,” 
said Dicken. “It was too good 
to turn down.”

She added the new job is 
done in three 12-hour shifts 
so she will have some time 
to assist with the transition 
as a new clerk moves into the 
position. 

City treasurer Deena 
Burns asked to transfer into 
the clerk’s job. Burns said 
she knows about 80 percent 
of what Dicken does so the 
transition should be smooth-
er than a new hire without 
any experience. Burns would 
then be responsible for train-
ing a new treasurer while also 
working as the clerk.

Council members will take 
formal action to accept Dick-
en’s resignation and transfer 
Burns into the clerk’s job at 
the next city meeting.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

The Miss Illinois County Fair 
competition is Jan. 17-20 at the 
Crowne Plaza in Springfield, and 
Kierstyn Allen, Miss Edgar County 
Fair, will be in the thick of it.

Allen is making the trip to 
Springfield with a delegation con-
sisting of her parents, brother, other 
family members, friends, several 
Edgar County Fair Board members 
and former Miss Edgar County Fair 
queens.

The contestants have a rigor-
ous schedule to maintain during 
the event. Activity begins at 1 p.m. 
Thursday, Jan. 17, and continues 
until 9:30 p.m. During that time 
frame each queen will have official 
photos taken in swimsuit and eve-
ning gown. Rehearsal for the pro-
duction number at the Sunday eve-
ning banquet also gets under way. 

A pizza party Thursday evening 
provides an ice breaking opportu-
nity for the young women as they 
are meeting many other fair queens 
from other parts of the state for the 
first time.

Interviews and more rehearsal 
for the production number starts 
at 8 a.m. Friday, Jan. 18. Allen has a 
morning interview with a panel of 
five judges. Each interview session 
is four minutes long and the rest 
of the time is devoted to rehearsal. 
The day ends around 5:30 p.m.

Saturday, Jan. 19, has another 
early start at 8 a.m. with all of the 
contestants participating in a grand 
march. Preliminary competition 
for the title also gets underway.

Allen is part of the afternoon 
group of competitors. During her 
time on stage, she will be evaluated 
for stage presence, which involves 
the wearing of an evening gown, 
and beauty and physique in a swim-
suit. She will also give a one-min-
ute speech.

The young ladies return in the 
evening for another grand march 

Chrisman getting serious about animal control

Fair queen 
Kierstyn Allen 
competing

See ALLEN, Page 8A
See CARES, Page 8A



SUNDAY

85TH BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION
Marge Houghland’s 85th 
Birthday Bash is 2-4 p.m. Jan. 
13 at the First Christian Church 
Fellowship Hall. Friends and 
formers students are especially 
invited to the open house. Gifts 
are discouraged but cards are 
encouraged.

MONDAY

COMMUNITY KITCHEN
The community kitchen serves 
from 4:30-6 p.m. every Monday, 
weather permitting, and exclusive 
of holidays, at the Human 
Resources Center, 118 E. Court 
Street, Paris. 

TUESDAY

EVENING TOPS MEETING
TOPS Illinois #2318 meets every 
Tuesday in the basement of the 
Presbyterian Church. Weigh-
in starts at 5:45 p.m. and the 
meeting is 7 p.m. Contact Janice 
Stevens at 217-808-0078 for 
more information.

WEDNESDAY

GARDEN STUDY CLUB
The Paris Garden Study Club 
meets 10 a.m. Jan. 16 at the 
First United Methodist Church. 
The program is a speaker from 
the East Central Illinois Bluebird 
Society.

FREE WEIGHT LOSS SESSION
A brief informational session 
regarding Horizon Health’s 
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FARM CREDIT ILLINOIS AGRICULTURE SCHOLARSHIP
High school seniors pursuing a career in agriculture are invited 
to apply for a $2,000 Farm Credit Illinois Agriculture Scholar-
ship. Thirty scholarships will be given in 2019 with two recipients 
designated as Diversity in Agriculture Scholars.
Recipients are selected based on a combination of academ-
ic achievement, participation and leadership in school and 
community organizations, and the applicant’s commitment to 
an agricultural career. Applicants must be high school seniors 
enrolling in a college or university during the 2019 fall semester 
to pursue an agriculture-related academic major and career. 
Applicants must reside in – or immediate family must farm in 
– one of 60 central and southern counties in Illinois served by 
FCI. Recipients will receive $1,000 for the fall 2019 semester and 
$1,000 for fall 2021. Farm Credit Illinois also invites 4-H Clubs 
and FFA Chapters organizing projects to apply for a $500 Com-
munity Improvement Grant. Fifty $500 grants will be awarded to 
assist youth members in bringing positive change to their local 
community. Clubs should choose a project that delivers tangible 
value where the outcome is visible. Farm Credit encourages 
collaboration with other local organizations to develop and 
complete the improvement project. Online applications for the 
scholarship and grant programs are available at www.farm-
creditIL.com and must be submitted by March 1. In lieu of an 
essay, students will create a 30-45 second video capturing their 
passion for agriculture. Questions or requests for additional 
information may be sent to ask@farmcreditIL.com.

SHARE YOUR EVENT
Community events are published for free as space allows.  
For inclusion in the community calendar, submit the name of the 
event, a brief description of it, location, cost to attend (if any), a 
contact name and phone number/email for the public. To submit:

Email: nzeman@prairiepress.net
Mail: Community Calendar, 101 N. Central, Paris, Ill., 61944
Questions? call 217-921-3216.

DON’T MISS

PLAN YOUR WEEK

LOCAL FORECAST

 TODAY SUNDAY MONDAY  TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

33   27
Prec: 100%

29   15
Prec: 0%

27   15
Prec: 0%

35   28
Prec: 0%

37   26
Prec: 30%

34   26
Prec: 0%

36   30
Prec: 30%

TODAY — Snow is expected through much 
of the day with the heaviest in the morning. 
Total accumulations of 5-8” expected. Highs 
top out near the freezing mark.

SUNDAY — Lingering snow showers early 
in the morning. Otherwise, cloudy and cold 
with highs in the upper 20s.

MONDAY — Mostly sunny skies, but it’ll 
still be cold with highs once again in the 
upper 20s.

Values are afternoon highs ... overnight lows (next morning) ... chance for precipitation. 

ALMANAC SUN AND MOON
 Sun Moon
 Rise Set  Rise Set
TODAY 7:11 a.m. 4:48 p.m. 10:27 a.m. 11:06 p.m.

SUNDAY 7:10 a.m. 4:49 p.m. 11:24 a.m. --

MONDAY 7:10 a.m. 4:50 p.m. 11:52 a.m. 12:05 a.m.

TUESDAY 7:10 a.m. 4:51 p.m. 12:23 p.m. 1:06 a.m.

WEDNESDAY 7:09 a.m. 4:52 p.m. 12:58 p.m. 2:10 a.m.

THURSDAY 7:09 a.m. 4:53 p.m. 1:40 p.m. 3:17 a.m.

FRIDAY 7:09 a.m. 4:54 p.m. 2:29 p.m. 4:25 a.m.

Paris through noon Tuesday.

Temperature
High/Low . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 34°/18°
Record High . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 68° in 1898
Record Low. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . -20° in 1918

Precipitation
Month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.74”
Normal month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.00”
Year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.74”
Normal year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.00”

NORMAL:    High: 34   Low: 18    More weather: go to www.prairiepress.net and click on weather. 

EVERETT LAU
Weather
Wizard

@elau_weather on Twitter
@EdgarCoWx on Twitter

Paris Area Weather 

ACCURACY CHECKS
Everyone makes mistakes.  

We strive to make fewer of 
them.  It is our policy to check 
every story for its accuracy. 
If you were contacted for an 
article and the information 
wasn’t verified, please contact 
Publisher Nancy Zeman at 
217-921-3216 or nzeman@
prairiepress.net. 

If you spot a factual error,  

let us know that, too. 

BE A PART OF OUR PAPER
We invite our readers and the 

Edgar County community to 
join the discussion to make your 
newspaper better. 

We’d love to hear what you 
think. Drop us an email or stop 
by the office.

Have you got a news tip? Call 
us or message us on Facebook. 

TALK BACK

ABOUT US

Business office: 101 N. Central 
Ave., Paris, IL  61944

Office hours: 8:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m.
Phone: 217-921-3216
Publisher: Nancy Roberts Zeman
Editor/Staff writer: Gary Henry
Bookkeeper: Michelle Jacobs
Advertising: Nancy Zeman 

Michelle Jacobs

Ad Design: Jennifer Macke
Deadlines: Community news 

submissions are due 5 p.m. 
Wednesday prior to the Satur-
day publication.  Advertising 
(display or classifieds ads) 
are due 1 p.m. Thursday prior 
to the Saturday publication. 

The Prairie Press is published  
weekly on Saturday by Prairie 
Beacon LLC and is delivered 
to 7,225 readers in and around 
Edgar County, Ill. 

The publisher assumes no 
liability through typographical 
error, and in no event will liability 
be assumed for merchandise 
incorrectly priced. Copyright 
2018 by Prairie Beacon LLC. 

All rights reserved.  Reproduc-
tion in whole or in part without 
written permission is prohibited. 
Postmaster: 

Send address changes to The 
Prairie Press, 101 N. Central Ave., 
Paris, Ill. 61944.

101 S. Central Ave.
Paris  |  465-6381

Stop by and talk 
with us today.

24 Month CD

APY

Currently Offering…

3.00%
OPEN A CD NOW - ADD TO IT LATER

$1,000 MINIMUM BALANCE; $50,000 MAXIMUM ADDITIONS ALLOWED DURING THE CD 
TERM. APY EQUALS ANNUAL PERCENTAGE YIELD. RATE CURRENT AS OF DATE OF 
PUBLICATION AND IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE. MAY NOT BE USED IN CONJUNCTION WITH 
ANY OTHER SPECIAL OFFER. PENALTY FOR EARLY WITHDRAWAL. OFFER DOES NOT APPLY 
TO BROKERED DEPOSITS. MEMBER FDIC.

firstmid.com

Medical Weight Loss Clinic 
takes place at 5:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, Jan. 16, in the 
Paris Clinic. The free event  
includes taste testing of actual 

foods used in the weight loss 
program and a question-and-
answer session. Individuals who 
register for the event will be 
entered into a drawing for a free 

weight loss consultation – a 
$150 value. When they attend 
the event, they will be entered 
into the drawing a second 
time. They will receive a third 
chance to win if they sign up 
that evening to participate 
in the weight loss program. 
The Medical Weight Loss 
Clinic utilizes a medically-
supervised, scientifically based 
approach, called Ideal Protein, 
which promotes fat loss while 
supporting muscle mass. 
Ideal Protein is a four-phase 
program featuring one-on-one 
coaching and balanced lifestyle 
education to help maintain 
results after dieting. The 
program emphasizes the health 
benefits that can be realized 
through weight loss. To register 
for the free event, call 217-466-
4710.

WEIGHT WATCHERS MEETING
Weight Watchers meets every 
Tuesday in the basement of 
the Edgar County Farm Bureau 
building, 210 W. Washington, 
Paris. Weigh-in starts at 5 
p.m. and the meeting begins 
at 5:30 p.m. Information 
about the Weight Watchers 
system is available at www.
weightwatchers.com, or by 
attending a meeting.

BOOK CHAT AT MARSHALL 
LIBRARY
The next book chat at the Mar-
shall Public Library is 10:30 a.m. 
Jan. 16 featuring “A Piece of the 
World,” by Christina Baker Kline. 
Call 217-826-2535 or visit www.
marshallillibrary.com.

THURSDAY

MORNING TOPS MEETINGS
TOPS #IL 1563 meets every 
Thursday morning at the High-
land Manor Community Room 
with weigh-ins beginning at 8 
a.m. and the meeting starting 
at 9 a.m. More information is 
available by attending a meeting 
or calling Jo Ellen Edmonds at 
251-4722.

UPCOMING

HISTORICAL SOCIETY OPEN 
The Edgar County Historical 
Society is open from 10 a.m. to 3 
p.m.  the first and third Saturdays 
of every month for 2019

ERBA EMPLOYMENT TRAINING
The Embarras River Basin 
Agency, Inc. (ERBA) is now 
accepting applications from 
income eligible individuals 
wanting to pursue training for 
a CDL license, CNA certificate, 
Basic Welding Certificate or 
CNC Operator Certificate. ERBA 
serves Clark, Coles, Crawford, 
Cumberland, Douglas, Edgar, 
Jasper, Lawrence and Richland 
counties. For more information, 
call 800-252-1152 before Feb. 2
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Real Estate Auction
Saturday, February 2nd – 10 AM Central 

Open House: 
Saturday, Jan. 26th 
10:30 AM – 12 noon 

Seller:
Fern L. Ford Revocable Trust

1,075 sq. ft. House & Unattached 
Garage on Huge Lot

www.mossauctionteam.com

217-465-4545

Callie Baber Auction Co.
www.calliebaberauction.com

217-822-3304

Property:  
508 West Garfield St., Paris, IL

Larkfield  Glass

Sat. January 19th 

(217) 251-1987

West from Paris on 133 / North on 
1200E / West 3 miles on 1200N

Live Glass Blowing 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Open 
House

Enjoy glassblowing and choose a one-of-a-kind 
gift for someone special. We can personalize a 

special gift with engraving or etching.

1218 N. Main Street • Paris, IL  • 217.466.1610

Sunday Brunch $7.99
Includes

Drink

O P E N
7 days a week!

11 a.m. 
to

9 p.m.

Now taking reservations

for Valentine’s Day!

Rocky’s back....new menu coming soon!

Ryan Walton
Sales Representative

1500 N. Michigan  P.O. Box 259 • Marshall, Illinois 62441
Bus. Phone:(217) 826-2346
Toll Free: 1-866-826-FORD

Ford

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

According to the pro-
fessionals, Justin Hefner is 
now capable of standing 
trial.

Hefner, 41, Terre Haute, 
Ind., and formerly of Par-
is, appeared in custody 
during the Jan. 10 crimi-
nal and traffic call in Edgar 
County Circuit Court and 
Judge David W. Lewis read 
from a December report 
by the Illinois Department 
of Human Services (DHS) 
declaring the defendant is 
fit to stand trial in a case 
involving a Class 2 felony 
false personation of a peace 
officer while attempting to 
commit a felony, a Class 4 
felony false personation of 
a peace officer and a Class 
A misdemeanor false per-
sonation of a government 
official charges.

Hefner was placed in the 
care of DHS in May 2018 
after a previous fitness 
exam deemed him inca-
pable of understanding a 
trial or contributing to his 
defense at a trial. At the 
time, Hefner insisted he 
was a Defense Department 
agent and the local system 
had no authority to arrest 
him, hold him in custody 
or charge him. 

In court filings, Hefner 
claimed such actions were 
treasonous and wanted 
charges of domestic ter-
rorism brought against 
several local officials and 
all charges against him dis-
missed.

The defendant was ar-
rested when he showed 
up at the Edgar County 
Jail Feb. 14, 2018, wearing 
body armor, a pistol se-
cured across his chest and a 
partially hidden badge. The 
pistol later turned out to be 
a realistic look BB gun and 
the badge was the type pri-
vate security officers use.

Hefner told deputies 
he was a federal agent in 
town to make arrests and 
requested their assistance. 
After getting him to dis-

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

A barn near the intersec-
tion of 1200th Road and 
800th Street in Bucks Town-
ship was destroyed by fire 
Tuesday, Jan. 8.

Paris Fire Chief Brian 
Gates said winds of 35 mph 
pushed the flames and hin-
dered firefighters’ efforts. The 
fire was through the roof and 
massive walls of flame were 
roiling into the sky as the first 

units from the Paris Fire De-
partment and the Redmon 
Station of the Paris Commu-
nity Fire Protection District 
arrived on scene. The Vermil-
ion, Oliver and Grandview 
stations of the fire protection 
district also responded to the 
location.

Gates said approximately 
30 bales of straw were stored 
in the building, which did 
have electrical service. The 
property owner told firefight-

ers a heat lamp was plugged 
in to keep some animals 
warm. No animals were in-
jured as result of the fire.

The cause of the fire has 
not been determined. Gates 
said one possibility is the an-
imals knocked down the heat 
lamp or something in the 
electrical system may have 
malfunctioned. 

He added there is no evi-
dence of foul play associated 
with the fire.

Hefner fit for trial
arm and enter the secure por-
tion of the jail on the pretense 
of discussing the arrests, dep-

uties and 
Paris police 
officers were 
able to arrest 
Hefner with-
out incident.

A search 
of his vehi-
cle revealed 

another Internet available 
badge, an AR-15 equipped 
with a bump stock and a 

modified clip release, plus a 
fully loaded 100-round drum 
magazine for the weapon and 
other loaded high-capacity 
magazines.

By agreement between Ed-
gar County State’s Attorney 
Mark Isaf and public defender 
William McGrath, Hefner’s 
preliminary hearing was con-
tinued to Monday, Jan. 14.

Hefner was remanded to 
custody in the Edgar Coun-
ty Jail pending posting of 
$20,000 bond.

HEFNER

Conflagration destroys 
Buck Township barn

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

The massive flames of a barn fire dwarf firefighters from the Paris Fire Department and the Red-
mon Station of the Paris Community Fire Protection Tuesday, Jan. 8. The barn located near the 
intersection of 1200th Road and 800th Street in Bucks Township was a total loss.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Firefighters were in a losing battle late afternoon Tuesday, Jan. 8. Strong prairie winds had this 
barn near the intersection of 1200th Road and 800th Street whipped into a full inferno by the 
time units from the Paris Fire Department and the Redmon, Vermilion, Oliver and Grandview 
stations of the Paris Community Fire Protection District arrived on scene.
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Multiple platforms are used by 54% of consumers 
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Newspaper media consumers act on newspaper 
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Newspaper circulars are used by 73%  
of newspaper media users in an average month.

Source: Frank N. Magid Associates Inc., 2012 Newspaper Multiplatform Usage Study; Scarborough Research
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Schedule your 
appointment today!

BY SUZANNE WILLIAMS
swilliamsprairiepress@gmail.com

The following individuals 
appeared before the bench for 
the Jan. 3 criminal and traffic 
call in Edgar County Circuit 
Court:

IN CUSTODY
nJacob D. Augustus, 25, 

Paris, appeared in custody and 
admitted a petition to revoke 
his probation sentence for a 
Class 3 felony possession of 
methamphetamine convic-
tion. 

In another matter, Augus-
tus pleaded guilty to a Class A 
misdemeanor violation of bail 
bond. In exchange for the guilty 
plea, the state dismissed a Class 
A misdemeanor domestic bat-
tery charge, and he was granted 
a personal recognizance bond. 

All matters were continued for 
the sentencing hearing. Augus-
tus was remanded to custody 
pending release processing.
nThomas M. Devers, 42, 

Paris, appeared in custody 
for missing a previous court 
appearance. His unresolved 
Class 4 felony false 911 call and 
false request for an ambulance 
charges were continued for a 
pretrial conference. 

In another matter, Devers 
was presented with a petition 
to revoke his conditional dis-
charge sentence for a Class A 
misdemeanor domestic bat-
tery conviction. The public 
defender was appointed and 
the matter was continued for a 
hearing. Devers was remanded 
to custody pending posting of 
bond.
nKevin M. Flight, 38, Dan-

ville, appeared in custody for 
missing a previous court ap-

Court getting back into action after the holidays
pearance. The public defender 
was appointed to represent 
him for his unresolved Class 
3 felony retail theft charge. A 
pretrial conference was sched-
uled and Flight was remanded 
to custody pending posting of 
bond. 
nBrandee M. Green, 36, 

Martinsville, appeared in cus-
tody and was charged with a 
Class 4 felony obstruction of 
justice, a Class A misdemeanor 
driving on a suspended license 
and a Class A misdemeanor 
obstruction of identification. 
The public defender was ap-
pointed and the matter was 
continued for the preliminary 
hearing. She was remanded 
to custody pending posting of 
bond.
nChristopher Reedy, 43, 

Paris, appeared in custody. 
By agreement his unresolved 
charges for a Class 3 felony 
possession of methamphet-
amine and a Class 4 felony 
obstruction of justice, a Class 
A misdemeanor domestic bat-
tery and a Class A misdemean-
or resisting a police officer 
were continued for a pretrial 
conference. He was remanded 
to custody pending posting of 
bond.
nDara N. Rhoads, 39, Paris, 

appeared in custody. She was 
charged with a Class 3 felony 
aggravated battery and a Class 
A misdemeanor domestic bat-
tery. The public defender was 
appointed and the matter was 
continued for the preliminary 
hearing. Rhoads was remand-
ed to custody pending posting 
of bond.
nLance Sawyer, 22, Paris, 

appeared in custody for miss-
ing a previous court appear-
ance. A new public defender 
was appointed to represent 
him for his unresolved charges 
of a Class 2 felony aggravated 
domestic battery, two counts 
of a Class 3 felony failure to 
register as a sex offender and a 
Class A misdemeanor domes-
tic battery. A pretrial confer-
ence was scheduled and he was 
remanded to custody pending 
posting of bond.

nKarlie R. Timmerman, 
25, Paris, appeared in custody 
and was charged with a Class 
3 felony aggravated battery and 
a Class A misdemeanor bat-
tery. The public defender was 
appointed and the matter was 
continued for the preliminary 
hearing. She was remanded 
to custody pending posting of 
bond. 
nJoshua Walker, 30, Dan-

ville, appeared in custody for 
missing a previous court ap-
pearance. The public defender 
was appointed and he plead-
ed not guilty with a jury trial 
demand to a Class A misde-
meanor driving on a suspend-
ed license charge. A pretrial 
conference was scheduled and 
Walker was remanded to cus-
tody pending posting of bond.
nCharlie G. Wells, 19, Paris, 

appeared in custody. His unre-
solved Class 4 felony criminal 
damage to property charge was 
continued for a pretrial confer-
ence. 

In another matter, Wells was 
charged with a Class A misde-
meanor retail theft and a Class 
A misdemeanor illegal con-
sumption of alcohol by a mi-
nor. The public defender was 
appointed, and he pleaded not 
guilty with a jury trial demand. 
The matter was continued for 
a pretrial conference. He was 
remanded to custody pending 
posting of bond.

CHARGES
nPhilip J. Boswell, 33, Clin-

ton, Ind., was charged with a 
Class A misdemeanor driving 
on a suspended license. The 
public defender was appoint-
ed and the matter was contin-
ued for a first appearance with 
counsel.
nSteven J. Gann, 44, Paris, 

was charged with a Class 3 felo-
ny possession of methamphet-
amine. The public defender 
was appointed and the matter 
was continued for the prelimi-
nary hearing.
nCharles A. Harris, 48, Par-

is, was charged with a Class 
A misdemeanor driving on a 
suspended license. He told the 

court he will hire an attorney 
and the matter was contin-
ued for a first appearance with 
counsel.
nCharles O. Howard, 27, 

Paris, was charged with a Class 
A misdemeanor battery and a 
Class A misdemeanor driving 
on a suspended license. The 
public defender was appoint-
ed and the matter was contin-
ued for a first appearance with 
counsel.
nSaundra D. Johnson, 29, 

Greenup, was charged with a 
Class A misdemeanor driving 
on a suspended license. The 
public defender was appoint-
ed and the matter was contin-
ued for a first appearance with 
counsel.
nDavid Joshua Marietta, 

21, Blanford, Ind., was charged 
with a Class A misdemeanor 
driving on a suspended license. 
The public defender was ap-
pointed and the matter was 
continued for a first appear-
ance with counsel.
nChristian A. Orman, 20, 

West Terre Haute, Ind., was 
charged with a Class A misde-
meanor reckless driving. The 
public defender was appoint-
ed and the matter was contin-
ued for a first appearance with 
counsel.
nBlake B. Sawyer, 31, Paris, 

was charged and pleaded not 
guilty with a jury trial demand 
to a Class A misdemeanor 
driving while license suspend-
ed. He waived the right to be 
represented by an attorney and 
the matter was continued for a 
pretrial conference.

GUILTY PLEAS
nRobert D. Cottrell, 40, 

Paris, was charged and pleaded 
guilty to a Class  B misdemean-
or speeding offense. He was 
sentenced to a $300 fine, court 
costs and various state fees.
nMichael Cravens, 46, 

Charleston, entered a negoti-
ated guilty plea agreement to 
a Class 3 felony failure to reg-
ister as a sex offender. He was 
sentenced to 150 days in jail 
with 75 days to be served as 
home confinement with work 

release rules and the remaining 
75 days subject to the court’s 
discretion, two years of proba-
tion, a $500 fine, court costs 
and various state fees.

In exchange for the plea, the 
state dismissed a Class 4 felony 
sex offender within 500 feet of 
a public park charge. 
nLoren R. Tanner, 61, Kan-

sas, was charged and pleaded 
guilty to a Class A misdemean-
or driving on a suspended li-
cense. He was sentenced to 18 
months conditional discharge, 
a $300 fine, court costs and 
various state fees.

NOT GUILTY PLEAS
nHarrison R. Mowery, 

26, Martinsville, pleaded not 
guilty with a jury trial demand 
to a Class 4 felony posses-
sion of a controlled substance 
charge. The matter was contin-
ued for the pretrial conference.
nJamaica A. White, 41, 

Paris, pleaded not guilty with 
a jury trial demand to a Class 
1 felony residential burglary, 
a Class 2 felony burglary, a 
Class A misdemeanor crimi-
nal damage to property and a 
Class B misdemeanor criminal 
trespassing charges. The matter 
was continued for a pretrial 
conference. 

OTHER MATTERS
nDominic J.H. Conroy, 22, 

Champaign, failed to appear in 
court for a motion to vacate jail 
time associated with his Class 
A misdemeanor driving on a 
revoked license conviction. 
The court imposed 10-days in 
jail and issued and a no-bond 
arrest warrant. 

WARRANTS
Warrants were ordered 

when the following individuals 
failed to answer the court call: 
Thomas F. Barnes, 37, Paris; 
Alexandra J. Behiter, 25, Broc-
ton; Devon L. DeWeese, 18, 
Paris; Sonya L. Fiscus, 34, Mar-
shall; Jassem M. Holvani, 36, 
Chrisman; Efrain A. Martinez, 
27, Paris; Eric D. Paige, 27, Par-
is; and Christopher L. Runyan, 
39, Paris.

COURT

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

An incorrect version of the 
December marriage licenses 
appeared in the Jan. 5 issue 
of The Prairie Press. Here is 
the correct list as supplied 
by the Edgar County Clerk 
and Recorder: Christopher 
Alan Butler and Jessica Elaine 
Givens, both of Paris; Joshua 
Paul Clearman and Emily Ra-
chelle Wilder, both of Paris; 
Harold Everette Rigdon Jr. 
and Melody Lynn Ander-
son, both of Paris; Hayden 
Allen Hogan and Wanda 

Sue Whitezel, both of Paris; 
William Dale Furry and Lisa 
Marie Miller, both of Paris; 
Jacob Paul Dispennett of Bra-
zil, Ind., and Leana Shantelle 
Louis Gardner of Casey, Ind.; 
Robert Eugene Davis and 
Jessica Jean Prophett, both 
of Paris; Blake Lee Quinn 
and Mary Elizabeth Tingley, 
both of Paris; Zachariah 
Eli Fitzgerald and Kendra 
Michelle Landsaw, both of 
Paris; and Brayden Patrick 
Hollingsworth of Chrisman 
and Haley Emma Joe Hoult 
of Charlston.

Corrections to December 
marriage license list

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

An early evening fire Jan. 5 
has temporarily put the Paris 
Family Restaurant out of ser-
vice.

“The area of origin was 
around the broiler,” said Paris 
Fire Chief Brian Gates, adding 
the state fire marshal’s office 
and the restaurant’s insurance 
company are assisting local 
firefighters with investigating 
the fire.

He said the insurance 
company has provided a me-
chanical engineer to examine 
the suppression system in 
the kitchen to determine if it 
worked, operated partially or 
failed.

“The fire was contained to 
the kitchen,” said Captain Zach 
Janis, who was the officer on 
scene at the fire. “A statement 
that fire was coming from the 
roof was incorrect, it was com-
ing from the exhaust vent.”

Fire damages Paris Family Restaurant
Janis added if flames had 

reached the building’s attic the 
structure would have been lost. 
The kitchen fire had flames be-
tween waist high and the ceil-
ing when firefighters arrived.

“While Tony (Kindred) 
and Kenny (McCain) were 
getting the lines ready, I did a 
walk around and saw we had a 
chance to contain it,” said Janis. 

Gates said the fire codes for 
commercial kitchens requiring 
either stainless steel walls or 
ceramic surfaces on the walls 
contributed to keeping the fire 
from spreading more rapidly 
and getting to other parts of 
the building.

The restaurant was open 
when the fire started but staff 
and patrons exited safely. Ex-
actly how the fire started is 
something investigators are 
still piecing together, but Gates 
said nothing is suspicious.

All three shifts of the Paris 
Fire Department were called 
into action. The duty shift 
and the call shift went to the 
fire scene at 2002 South Main 
Street. The third shift manned 
the station in case of other 
calls. In addition, the Oliver 
Station of the Paris Commu-
nity Fire Protection District 
came to the scene to provide 
additional manpower.

When early reports mis-
takenly indicated the fire was 
coming through the roof, Janis 
had the department’s tower 
truck brought in for duty. Fire-
fighters were on scene for more 

than two hours, but some of 
that time included overhaul 
work and investigation once 
the flames were extinguished.

Janis said firefighters did 
a good job of getting the fire 
knocked out and saving most 
of the building. Gates added 
during the initial attack fire-
fighters were careful with how 
they applied water to avoid a 
grease explosion by hitting two 
deep fryers that were still hot. 
That danger lessened as the oil 
cooled after power was cut to 
the building.

“As usual, the public was a 
hindrance,” said Gates.

The chief complained about 
people driving their cars into 
the scene, beside fire trucks 
and passing close to firefighters 
working in the dark. 

“With the way the smoke 
was rolling, drivers couldn’t see 
firefighters,” said Janis, noting 
it is fortunate firefighters were 
not hit by the cars as people 
drove by to gawk. 

Spectators standing in the 
parking lot and exposed to the 
smoke is something else that 
irritates the chief.

“The police did a good job 
but as soon as they moved 
one part of the crowd back, 
it developed elsewhere,” said 
Gates. “People were using their 
phones to take video or to take 
selfies. When we are busy fight-
ing a fire we don’t have time to 
deal with people getting in 
our way or getting too close 
for safety.”
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Although I discuss eye protection quite 
often with my patients, usually when they 
come in with something stuck in there, I still 

manage to get something in my own eye on occasion.  I 
should know better.  Many patients that come in with 
foreign bodies in their eyes work in factories with lots of 
particles flying around in the air.  Good protective eye-
wear will prevent straight on shots to the eye even if they 
still manage to get an occasional foreign body.  It’ also 
important to think of these things at home as well.  The 
most common activities I see leading to eye abrasions 
and foreign bodies are woodworking, yard work/mowing 
and working on vehicles.  Most of those are activities that 
you always should be wearing some type of protective 
eyewear for.  Always be alert, though, I’ve also seen inju-
ries with pencils, rubber bands, baby fingernails, curling 
irons and laser pointers.  Remember to protect yourself 
and if you do have an injury make sure to seek out your 
favorite eye care provider as soon as possible!

EYES
On Eye Protection
By Aaron Rhoads, O.D.

Chittick Family Vision Center
Committed to your total vision health

Aaron Rhoads, O.D., Optometrist
112 S. Main Street, Box 95  Paris, IL

(217) 465-6461

NATHAN ZELLERS
Nathan Allen Zellers, 25, 

of Charleston, and former-
ly of Marshall and Paris, 
passed away Sunday, Dec. 
30, 2018, in the emergency 
room of Sarah Bush Lincoln 
Hospital, Mattoon. He was a 
machine operator at NCI of 
Mattoon. 

A private memorial ser-
vice was conducted at 2 p.m. 
Wednesday, Jan. 9, at Tem-
pleton Funeral Home, with 
Pastor Deborah McClarey 
officiating. Private interment 
is at a later date. 

Mr. Zellers was born Sept. 
29, 1993, at Terre Haute, 
Ind., the son of Allen Lee 
and Kimberly Jo Hill Zellers. 
He married Jasmine Renae 
Houchin Oct. 6, 2017, at Par-
is, and she survives. 

Other survivors include 
his mother, Kimberly Zellers 
of Collinsville; two children, 

Cameron Zellers of Clinton, 
Ind., and Brooklyn Zellers at 
home; his maternal grandfa-
ther, David (Kathy) Hill of 
Terre Haute, Ind.; two sisters, 
Kayla Zellers of Collinsville 
and Ashlie Foote of Provi-
dence Forge, Va.; his moth-
er-in-law, Rita ( John) Dillon 
of Metcalf; as well as a niece, 
nephew and several cousins. 

He was preceded in death 
by his father. 

Mr. Zellers was a loyal 
Cincinnati Bengals fan. He 
had a goofy and outgoing 
personality, and loved mak-
ing people laugh. Above all 
else, he was a proud and lov-
ing father. 

Memorial donations may 
be made to the Human Re-
sources Center of Edgar 
County. 

Online condolences may 
be left at www.TempletonFu-
neralHome.com.

KENNETH WILSON
MARSHALL – Kenneth 

B. Wilson, 86, of Dennison, 
passed away Tuesday, Jan. 

8, 2019, at 
H o r i z o n 
Health, Par-
is. He was a 
retired car-
penter and 
member of 
Carpenter ’s 
Local #133. 

A service honoring his life 
was 10 a.m. Friday, Jan. 11, at 
Pearce Funeral Home, with 
Pastors Bill and Tim Duke 
officiating. Burial was in the 
Forsythe Cemetery. Visitation 
was from 4 to 7 p.m. Thursday, 
Jan. 10, at the funeral home.

Mr. Wilson was born Aug. 
12, 1932, in rural Clark Coun-
ty, the son of Loren A. Wilson 
and Frieda B. Burkhead Wil-
son. He married Gertrude 
Stickler July 19, 1952, at Ft. 
Collins, Colo., and she sur-
vives. 

Also Surviving are his chil-
dren, Trudy ( Jerry) Arrasmith 
of Paris, Karen (Mike) Hutch-
ens of Martinsville, Diane 
(Terry) O’Neal of Pampa, 
Texas, Dale Wilson and com-
panion Michelle Grable of 
Paris, Keith (Vonda) Wilson 
of Elbridge, Brad Wilson of 
Dennison and Mike ( Jami) 
Wilson of Marshall; a broth-
er, Richard (Sheila) Wilson of 
Oakland; 14 grandchildren; 
17 great-grandchildren; and 
two great-great-grandchil-
dren. 

He was preceded in death 
by a son, Kenneth Lee Wil-
son; a brother, Arnold Wil-
son; and two sisters, Juanita 
Stone and Wilma Stone. 

During his working life, Mr. 
Wilson had also farmed and 
had been a truck driver. He 
was a member of the Asbury 
United Methodist Church 
and a former member of the 
Twilight Riders Saddle Club. 

Memorial donations may 
be made to the Asbury United 
Methodist Church or to the 
Forsyth Cemetery Associa-
tion. 

Online condolences at 
www.pearcefuneralservices.
com.

WILSON

JEANNA WEAVER
Jeanna Marie Weaver, 60, 

of Paris, passed away at 10:43 
a.m., Sunday, Jan. 6, 2019, 

at Advocate 
B r o m e n n 
M e d i c a l 
Center, Nor-
mal. She was 
e m p l o y e d 
at T.R.W. in 
Marshall 

Following 
cremation, a Mass of Chris-
tian Burial will be celebrat-
ed at 11 a.m., Saturday, Feb. 
16, at St. Mary’s Catholic 
Church. Burial is private in 
St. Mary’s Cemetery. Visita-
tion is from 9 to 10:30 a.m., 
Saturday, Feb. 16, at Stewart 
and Carroll Funeral Home.

Mrs. Weaver was born July 
27, 1958, in Paris, the daugh-
ter of the late Milton Eugene 
and Myrtle Marie Gorman 

Evard. She married Hiram 
Kenneth Weaver II in Paris 
and he survives.

Other survivors are her 
children, Heather (Billy) 
Quinn of Normal, Angela 
Weaver of Paris and Hiram 
Kenneth Weaver III of Par-
is; her grandchildren, Anika 
Quinn, Cohen Quinn and 
Beckham Quinn, all of Nor-
mal; her siblings, Gordon 
(Vivian) Evard of Paris, Lisa 
Camitsch of Oakdale, Minn., 
and Marcia (Robert) El-
liott-Maldonado of Browns-
burg, Ind.

Mrs. Weaver was a mem-
ber of St. Mary’s Catholic 
Church.

Memorial donations may 
be made to St. Jude Chil-
dren’s Hospital.

Online condolences at 
www.stewartandcarrollfuner-
alhome.com.

WEAVER

BETTY LOU TURPIN
Betty Lou Turpin, 94, 

peacefully went home to Je-
sus Jan. 7, 2019. 

A grave-
side service 
is 11 a.m. 
M o n d a y , 
Jan. 14, at 
the Vermil-
ion Ceme-
tery.  Stewart 
and Carroll 

Funeral Home is assisting 
the family with the arrange-
ments.

Mrs. Turpin was born Dec. 
14, 1924, in Elbridge Town-
ship, the daughter of Charles 
and Exie Wright.

She met and fell in love 
with her husband, Floyd 
Dale Turpin, known to ev-
eryone as “Turp.”  They mar-
ried Oct. 26, 1946, and made 
their home in Vermilion.

She is survived by her 
daughter, Nancy (Gene) 
Martinka of Killeen, Texas; 
her grandchildren, Cosette 
( Jeff) Brannon of Weather-
ford, Texas, Steven ( Jeanne) 
McCullough of Fort Walton 
Beach, Fla., Gene-a (Adam) 
Salvati of Georgetown, Tex-
as, Jauna Cothran of George-

town, Texas, Jarret (Becky) 
Martinka of Georgetown, 
Texas; her great-grandchil-
dren, Colton, Collin and 
Gavin Brannon, Jessica 
and Tyler Davis, Sara and 
Caroline Salvati, Kemble 
and Nate Cothran, Tyler 
and Jacob Martinka; her 
great-great-granddaughters, 
Ava Grace Lowery and Ella 
Davis; along with numerous 
nieces, nephews and cousins.

Mrs. Turpin joins her par-
ents, Charles and Exie; her 
siblings, Dorthadine Rho-
den, William Wright and 
Beverly Hanks; her husband, 
Turp; and her son, Larry, in 
heaven. 

In addition to being a ded-
icated and loving mother 
and grandmother, she also 
loved attending services at 
the Vermilion Methodist 
Church. Throughout her 
entire life, she held an un-
wavering faith in God, which 
she shared with those who 
surrounded her.  She moved 
to Texas with her husband in 
2008 to be near her daugh-
ter, Nancy. 

Online condolences at 
www.stewartandcarrollfu-
neralhome.com.

TURPIN

ADAM REED
CASEY – Adam Clayton 

Reed, 32, of Casey, passed 
away at 10:25 p.m. Thursday, 

Jan. 3, 2019, 
in Casey, as 
the result of 
a train pe-
destrian acci-
dent.   

A memori-
al service cel-
ebrating his 

life was 7 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 
8, at Markwell Funeral Home, 
with Brother Randy Nave of-
ficiating. Visitation was from 
4 p.m. until the service time 
Tuesday at the funeral home.   

More information and 
online condolences at www.
markwellfuneralhome.com.   

REED

DARLENE PUCKETT
CASEY – Darlene Janice 

Puckett, 76, of Casey, passed 
away at 11:34 a.m. Sunday, 

Dec. 30, 
2018, at her 
home. She 
was a nurse, 
obtaining her 
nursing certi-
fication while 
living in Okla-
homa. 

At her request, a celebration 
of life service will be held at a 
later date. Markwell Funeral 
Home is in charge of the ar-
rangements.

Mrs. Puckett was born May 
28, 1942, at Paris, the daughter 
of the late Charles Otis Bennett 
and Ruth Irene Miller Bennett.

Survivors include her 
daughter, Cynthia Irene John-
son of Casey; sisters, Kath-
leen (Mike) Kelsheimer of 
Robinson, Charlene (Darryl) 
Cochran of Paris and twin 
sister, Marlene Hoaks of Dan-
ville; brother, John Edward 
(Marsha) Buntain of Tempe, 
Ariz.; grandchildren, Andrea 
(Shane) Deweese, Tiffany 
(Christopher) Hopkins, Dako-
ta (Nate) Sandiford and Mei-
sha Williams (Draven Riggle-
man); 15 great-grandchildren; 
and special friend, Mick. 

She was preceded in death 
by the father of her daughter, 
Larry Entrican. 

Mrs. Puckett worked in 
nursing homes and private 
care. She previously worked for 
Casey Tool and Machine and 
as a security guard for Gener-
al Motors at Tilton. She was a 
perfectionist especially when 
it came to keeping an immac-
ulate house. She enjoyed cook-
ing, gardening and flowers. 

Online condolences at www.
markwellfuneralhome.com.   

PUCKETT

DELORIS HILL
MARTINSVILLE – De-

loris Mae Hill, 79, of Paris, 
and formerly of Martins-
ville, passed away Sunday 
morning, Jan. 6, 2019, at her 
home.   

At her request, no ser-
vices are scheduled. Burial 
in Iroquois Memorial Park, 

Watseka, is at a later date. 
Greenwell Funeral Home 
is in charge of the arrange-
ments.

Memorial donations may 
be made to the donor’s 
choice.

More information and 
online condolences at www.
markwellfuneralhome.com. 

JAMES GOSNELL SR.
James Allen Gosnell Sr., 

69, of Paris, passed away at 1 
a.m., Tuesday, Jan. 8, 2019, at 
his residence. He was a truck 
driver and dogcatcher.

A graveside service was 2 
p.m. Friday, Jan. 11, in Edgar 
Cemetery with burial follow-
ing. Visitation was private. 
Stewart and Carroll Funeral 
Home assisted the family with 
the arrangements.

Mr. Gosnell was born June 
3, 1949, in Paris, the son of 
the late Andrew Jefferson and 
Elsie Irene Dunn Gosnell. He 
married Sue Ellen Wolfe Gos-
nell, and she preceded him in 
death.

He is survived by his chil-
dren, Candy S. Jewell of Paris, 

James Gosnell Jr. of Cass, Ind., 
and April Dawn Gosnell of 
Shelburne; his brother Chuck 
Crunk of Chrisman; and three 
grandchildren. 

He was preceded in death by 
one sister and four brothers.

Online condolences at 
www.stewartandcarrollfuner-
alhome.com.

JEAN DELP 
CHARLESTON – Regi-

na Anne “Jean” Delp, 70, of 
Charleston, and formerly of 

Casey, passed 
away at 7:53 
p.m. Thurs-
day, Jan. 10, 
2019, at Car-
le Hospital, 
Urbana.   

At her re-
quest, no ser-

vices will be held. Markwell 

DELP

DEBRA BARQUIN
Debra Lynn Barquin, 65, 

of Paris, passed away at 11:03 
a.m. Saturday, Jan. 5, 2019, in 
the emergency room at Hori-
zon Health.   

Cremation is planned and 
no services are scheduled. 
Stewart and Carroll Funeral 
Home is assisting the family 
with the arrangements.  

More information and 
online condolences at www.
stewartandcarrollfuneral-
home.com.

JANET ANGLE
MARSHALL – Janet An-

gle, 95, of Marshall, passed 
away at 11:44 p.m. Saturday, 
Jan. 5, 2019, in Cobblestone 
Crossing, Terre Haute, Ind. 

A graveside service was 1 
p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 9, at 
Pearce Funeral Home, with 
Bro. Gary Pruitt officiating. 
There was no visitation. 

Memorial contributions 
may be made to the Marshall 
Cemetery Association. 

More information and 
online condolences at www.
pearcefuneralservices.com.

Funeral Home of Casey is in 
charge of the arrangements.

Memorial donations may 
be made to the organization of 
the donor’s choice.

More information and 
online condolences at www.
markwellfuneralhome.com.  
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Tucker Carlson is complete-
ly right about one thing: The 
decline of marriage is a great 

challenge of our 
times. I’ve writ-
ten a whole book 
about it. So, you’d 
think I would 
rejoice that Carl-
son’s rant-heard-
round-the-right 
focused on it. 
Sorry, no. I’ve 
rarely seen such 
a cynical and 
misleading use of 

television.
Everything that is going 

wrong with this country, Carlson 
instructed his viewers, is the 
consequence of uncaring politi-
cians. They don’t care about your 
19-year-old son who’s high on 
pot. Why? “It’s not an accident.” 
It’s because, “our leaders under-
stood that they could get rich 
from marijuana.” Never mind that 
62 percent of voters say they want 
to decriminalize marijuana.

“Our ruling class,” Carlson 
intones, doesn’t care that firms 
like Bain Capital strip mine 
companies and leave retirees 
without benefits because, “it’s the 
way they run the country.” To the 
barricades, comrades.

Citing election results in 
France, Brazil, Sweden, the 
Philippines and Germany, among 
others, Carlson detects, “entire 
populations revolting against 
leaders who refuse to improve 
their lives.” 

Not quite. 
France chose a centrist by a 

huge margin. In Sweden, the 
fascist party made gains but still 
received less than 18 percent of 
parliamentary votes. In Germany, 
Angela Merkel is being replaced 
by her own hand-picked successor. 

Sounds like continuity. Only 

Brazil and the Philippines made 
big changes.

But focus on that word refuse. 
Governments are not misguided 
or simply unsuited to cure the 
woes of mankind. Nor are they 
following the will of electorates 
who demand lower taxes and 
higher benefits. No, they are lin-
ing their own pockets and laugh-
ing. Yes, Carlson actually suggests 
that our unhappiness results from 
indifferent leaders:

“Dignity. Purpose. Self-control. 
Independence. Above all, deep 
relationships with other people. 
Those are the things that you 
want for your children. They’re 
what our leaders should want for 
us and would want if they cared.”

Kim Jung Un, call your office.
Carlson comes within range of 

some important matters — but 
only to shed heat rather than 
light. He states that, “manufactur-
ing, a male-dominated industry, 
all but disappeared over the 
course of a generation.” 

That’s false. 
As a share of total employ-

ment, manufacturing has 
declined steadily for three 
generations; from 33 percent in 
1947 to 8 percent in 2015. And 
yet, thousands of high-paying 
manufacturing jobs are going 

begging. It’s estimated that 2.4 
million manufacturing jobs may 
go unfilled in the coming 10 years 
due to a shortage of skilled work-
ers. And sectors beyond manufac-
turing are also hurting for work-
ers. Trucking, agriculture, hotels 
and restaurants and Silicon Valley 
are all having trouble hiring. 

When Carlson compared the 
situation of inner cities in places 
like Newark and Detroit with 
current strains in rural America, 
I hoped he was going to make 
a worthwhile point about what 
family disintegration does to 
communities. Instead, he made 
no sense. He made slashing 
reference to liberals not caring 
about high-crime, low-employ-
ment, broken-family inner cities 
because, “they were benefiting 
from the disaster, in the form of 
reliable votes.” 

Conservatives, he continued, 
diagnosed a failure of big govern-
ment. But that was not entirely 
true because, “virtually the same 
thing has happened decades later 
to an entirely different popula-
tion. In many ways, rural America 
now looks a lot like Detroit.”

Wait a second. 
If the problem was govern-

ment programs that encouraged 

If for some strange reason you didn’t al-
ready know how much the liberal media hates 
President Trump, you found out this week.

The Trump Hate Machine 
got revved up even before the 
president gave his national 
prime-time address Tuesday 
night about what he called, 
“the growing humanitarian 
and security crisis at our 
southern border.”

Some of the country’s 
most desperate liberals in the 
media actually argued that 
the president’s televised pitch 
to the country for congressio-

nal funding for a stronger border fence should 
not be carried live by the networks.

Why? Because they said the president lies 
too much and they wanted to be able to fact-
check his speech beforehand.

Of course, no one in the liberal media 
would have ever dreamed of showing such 
disrespect — and obvious bias — for one of 
Barrack Obama’s nationally televised pontif-
ications.

Obama’s lies and false promises about the 
benefits of ObamaCare, like his misleading 
spinning about his administration’s fiascoes in 
the Middle East, were not checked, chal-
lenged or ridiculed immediately afterwards 
by the pundits, commentators or biased 
fact-checkers of the Washington Post, CNN, 
CBS, MSNBC, NPR, etc., etc., et liberal 
cetera.

In his tweets and at his press conferences 
does our current president embellish, exag-
gerate or stretch the facts to serve his political 
arguments or boost his record?

Of course he does.
Is he the first president in the history of 

America to do so?
Of course not.
It doesn’t make it OK for any president of 

any party to lie to the public or deliberately 
over-promise things to win political support, 
and if they do they should be called out on it 
by a fair, balanced and honest media.

But wouldn’t it be nice if our liberal media 
spent a little time fact-checking the Chuck 
Schumers & Nancy Pelosis of the world?

The least they could do is find 30 seconds 
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Republicans and Dem-
ocrats are carrying on in 
Washington as if the fate of 

the world 
depends 
upon 
how they 
resolve 
the partial 
shutdown 
of the 
federal 
govern-
ment. But 
let’s be 
honest, 

this is not the Cuban Mis-
sile Crisis.

A more realistic as-
sessment of the situation 
suggests the elected politi-
cians are merely confirm-
ing the low opinion voters 
already have of them.

Just 27 percent of voters 
believe their representative 
in Congress cares about 
what they think. Most (53 
percent) believe their own 
representative trades votes 
for cash.

Moving beyond skepti-
cism of individuals, voters 
tend to see the federal 
government as less respon-
sive to their needs than 
local governments, small 
businesses, not-for-profit 
groups, state governments 
and large businesses. Just 
16 percent trust the federal 
government to do the right 
thing most of the time. It’s 
been nearly 50 years since 
most Americans trusted 
the federal government.

Today, there is only 
one group seen as less 
responsive to voters than 
federal elected officials: 
bureaucrats appointed 
by those elected officials. 
Admittedly, that is a pretty 
low bar to clear.

A big part of the 
problem is the national 
politicians think they’re 
more important than they 
really are. And the national 
political media covers 
their every utterance as if 
the world revolves around 
them. 

Voters see it much 
differently (and more 
clearly). In fact, 60 percent 
agree that while poli-
tics has a role to play in 
governing our society, it is 
not the lead role. Only 14 
percent disagree with that 

Trump 
hate in 
full force 

Big boss speaker of the Illinois House trying to convince voters he’s a friend
Illinois is about to swear in six 

Democratic statewide officeholders 
and a host of new Democratic law-
makers, but the star of a new 30-sec-
ond TV spot is the party’s wildly 
unpopular chairman, House Speaker 
Michael Madigan.

The blue wave that swamped 
Illinois politics in November will 
translate into a bigger Democratic 
majority in the General Assembly 
that was sworn in Wednesday. And 
on Monday, six Democrats will be 
inaugurated as statewide office-
holders, occupying every one of the 
constitutional offices from governor 
to treasurer.

But who’s the star of a 30-second 
TV commercial that is running 
statewide through Tuesday? Why it’s 
Michael Madigan, the 76-year-old 
chairman of the Democratic Party, a 
fixture in the Statehouse since 1971 
and the man who last year was found 
to be the least popular among the 

friendless few of Donald Trump, 
Bruce Rauner and himself. Polling 
last February by the Paul Simon 
Public Policy Institute found Madi-
gan had a 21 percent approval rate 
and a 68 percent disapproval rate, 
including 49 percent who strongly 
disapproved of him.

Part of that unpopularity could be 
attributed to Rauner’s five-year cam-
paign to portray Madigan as respon-
sible for every ill in Illinois.

But it’s Madigan who, as usual, gets 
the last laugh. He’ll be back as speak-
er and head of the Democratic Party 
while Rauner leaves Springfield after 
one fruitless term.

After nearly 50 years in Springfield, 
it appears that Madigan has no inten-
tion of leaving voluntarily, as much 

as Republicans and even some Dem-
ocrats would prefer. Why else would 
he spend nearly $70,000 from his 
Friends of Madigan campaign fund 
at four broadcast TV stations in the 
Champaign-Springfield market — 
and more elsewhere around Illinois 
— to congratulate himself, dance on 
Rauner’s political grave and begin a 
rehabilitation campaign?

The only Democratic officeholder 
featured in the spot is Madigan (the 
only Republican is Trump), who 
closes with this line: “In the fights 
that lie ahead, Democrats are on 
your side.”

But those efforts apparently don’t 
include stabilizing Illinois’ economy, 
its horribly out of balance budget 
or fixing the government pension 
mess, but instead focus on a Madi-
gan favorite: ensuring the wealthy, 
“pay their fair share, so we can get a 
break,” as a narrator says. 

If only it was that easy.

OUR VIEW
This editorial reflects the views of The Prairie 
Press’ editorial board. Other opinions on this 
page may not reflect this view. 

Madigan’s rehabilitation

This is not 
the Cuban 
Missile 
Crisis

Don’t ask government for love, Tucker
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The left is 
celebrating 
Cheney film

Anyone catching the television ads for the 
Dick Cheney-trashing movie “Vice” found 
a heavy promotion of the surprising six 

Golden Globe nominations it 
received from the Hollywood 
Foreign Press Association. 
The affirmation also became 
the news hook for press 
interviews with the director 
and the actors to weaponize it 
politically.

Sadly for them, only actor 
Christian Bale won an award, 
for gaining 40 pounds and 
talking out of the side of his 
mouth like the Penguin in 

a Batman movie. This year’s Golden Globes 
were refreshingly devoid of obnoxious left-
wing fulminating — except for Bale. He felt it 
appropriate to sneer as he accepted his award, 
“Thank you to Satan, for giving me inspira-
tion on how to play this role.” He also joked 
he will now portray a series of, “charisma-free 
a--holes,” possibly Sen. Mitch McConnell. 
At least it’s amusing that Bale won the award 
for best actor in a musical or comedy. No one 
should be confused about whether this film is 
based in reality ... even though the commer-
cials claim it is.

The Hollywood left has convinced itself 
that somehow Cheney is the lowest form of 
immoral human slime, a war criminal worse 
than Saddam Hussein and Osama bin Laden 
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of airtime to show some 
pre-Trump Era video clips 
of see-no-crisis-at-the-
border Democrats like 
Schumer, Obama and 
Bill and Hillary Clinton 
warning Americans about 
the dangers of illegal 
immigrants and calling for 
stronger border security.

We know the liberal 
mainstream media don’t 
play fair, they play favor-
ites. They’ll never seek out 
and publicize the flip-
flops or hypocrisies of the 
Schumers & Pelosis.

But you can always 
count on the liberal media 
to over-publicize the sup-
posedly terrible suffering 
caused by a partial govern-

a culture of poverty, the 
extension of the same 
patterns to new popu-
lations supports, rather 
than undermines the case, 
doesn’t it? 

But Carlson isn’t 
interested in analysis; he’s 
interested in incitement. 

For him, the demon is 
free market capitalism, 
which he blames for de-
stroying families.

 He doesn’t explain 
how it is that intact poor 
families so often manage 
to enter the middle class or 
above despite capitalism. 

A better explanation for 
the troubles of inner cities 
as well as rural areas is 
that single-parent families 
damage people’s capacity 
to achieve. 

They cause poorer 
school performance, more 
mental illness, more crime, 
less employment, more 
drug abuse and, yes, less 
overall happiness. 

One is tempted to say 
that if Tucker Carlson 
really cared, he would take 
the time to examine the 
families who are doing well 
despite economic changes. 
He would note that mar-
ried men with only high 
school diplomas are more 

CHAREN
FROM PAGE 6A
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assessment.
That understanding 

naturally makes voters 
hesitant about relying upon 
the agendas and schemes 
of political leaders. Instead, 
voters want to get every-
body involved. Seventy-sev-
en percent believe that, for 
America to succeed, we 
need an all-hands-on-deck 
approach that unleashes the 
creativity and resources of 
individual Americans, fam-
ilies, community groups, 
churches, entrepreneurs, 
small businesses, local gov-
ernments and more.

With all that as context, 
the frustration with the 
shutdown becomes easier 
to understand. On the one 
hand, despite the hype gen-
erated by official Washing-

ton, few people notice it in 
their daily lives. Currently, 
13 percent claim they have 
felt a major impact; 11 
percent don’t know there’s a 
shutdown; and the rest are 
aware but not impacted.

On the other side of the 
coin, Americans are clearly 
frustrated with the political 
elite’s refusal to treat border 
security seriously. Eight-
out-of-ten voters believe 
that illegal immigration is 
bad for the United States. 
But just as with the shut-
down itself, few feel any 
direct impact in their daily 
lives from not having a wall.

So it’s hard for voters to 
understand why President 
Trump, Senate Majority 
Leader Chuck Schumer and 
House Speaker Nancy Pelo-
si are so committed to this 
game of political chicken. 

Regardless of how the 

shutdown turns out, voters 
are still going to want more 
attention paid to border se-
curity. And they’re going to 
seek action on other issues 
as well.

But the political leaders 
seem more committed to 
gamesmanship than to 
meeting the needs of their 
constituents. 

Perhaps we should 
simply be thankful that 
only 13 percent believe that 
governing is the responsi-
bility of government alone. 
Fortunately, we live in a 
world where the culture 
and technology lead while 
politics and government lag 
behind.

(Scott Rasmussen is the 
publisher of ScottRasmussen.
com. He is the author of “The 
Sun Is Still Rising: Politics 
Has Failed But America Will 
Not.”)

BOZELL
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combined. 
“Vice” screenwriter and 

director Adam McKay, a 
self-described socialist whose 
filmmaking resume bursts with 
Will Ferrell comedies like “An-
chorman,” even placed Cheney 
above President Trump on the 
liberal Evil Meter. 

The death of every man, 
woman and child in the Iraq 
War was President George W. 
Bush and Dick Cheney’s fault. 

“Don’t get me wrong, 
Trump is dispiriting and 
upsetting and we’ve essentially 
shot a drunk orangutan into 
the office,” McKay proclaimed 
to The Daily Beast. “But it’s 
nowhere near the damage 
these guys did.”

In a new “Six Questions” 
interview in the back of Time 
magazine, McKay proclaimed 
that Cheney became a danger 
to society, an international 
menace: “What intrigued me 
was that he wasn’t a sociopath-
ic monster in the beginning. ... 
Yet somehow that ambition, 
that American Dream, became 
something much darker.” 

Time interviewer Eliza 
Berman raised no objection to 
this character assassination.

McKay’s passionate loath-
ing, alongside his arrogant 

belief in his own wicked 
sense of humor, resulted in a 
mess. Let’s face it. This pile of 
Golden Globe nominations 
— including one for best 
picture in a musical or comedy 
— reeked more of political 
activism than it did artistic 
judgment. 

Time magazine’s own film 
critic, Stephanie Zacharek, 
denounced it as faux art. “(I)f 
‘Vice’... really is aimed at adults, 
why does it treat its audience 
like idiots?” she asked. “McK-
ay seems to think we can’t be 
trusted to grasp what he sees 
as Cheney’s Machiavellian 
villainy unless he spells it out 
in cartoon language. There are 
no actual cartoons in ‘Vice,’ 
but McKay packs in so much 
figurative Wile E. Coyote anvil 
dropping that there may as 
well be.”

Who would waste their 
money on this, except leftists 

fully immersing themselves in 
132 minutes of hate?

Zacharek wished for a 
movie that, “could have been 
an awesome Christmas gift to 
Dick Cheney haters every-
where.” 

The movie debuted on 
Christmas Day. What sicko 
celebrates the world-redeem-
ing birth of Christ with a hate-
Cheney movie?

The movie isn’t a box-office 
flop, like Michael Moore’s lat-
est bombs. It has grossed over 
$30 million on 2,500 screens 
in its first two weeks, accord-
ing to Box Office Mojo. 

But the left can stick a sock 
in the notion that it is the 
world’s guardian of human-
ity, unity and love while it’s 
subsidizing this socialist smear 
canister at the Cineplex.

(L. Brent Bozell III is the 
president of the Media Research 
Center.)

LET’S FACE IT. THIS PILE 
OF GOLDEN GLOBE                 

NOMINATIONS....REEKED MORE 
OF POLITICAL ACTIVITISM 

THAN...ARTISTIC JUDGEMENT.”

ment shutdown, which they 
have been busy doing.

So here we are with the 
president in a political stale-
mate.

Democrats in Congress led 
by Schumer & Pelosi don’t 
want a stronger border fence 
(now that Trump is for it) 
and refuse to give the presi-
dent a dollar to fund it.

They and other Democrats 
in Congress and the media 
don’t think caravans of illegal 
immigrants trying to crash 
our border with Mexico qual-
ify as a national emergency, 
which Trump says he has 
the power to declare to get 
his fence built if Democrats 
won’t compromise.

As I see it, President 
Trump has no choice but to 
hold firm. I think he should 
hold firm and I think he will.

What worries me are the 
Republicans in Congress. I’m 
afraid they’re going to cave.

If enough of them join 
with Schumer & Pelosi and 
the Democrats, our border 
security will be in the hands 
of newly elected crazies like 
Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, 
who think America should 
put out the welfare welcome 
mat for anyone who can get 
here.

If that happens, the rest of 
America will know what it’s 
like to live in California.

(Michael Reagan is the son 
of President Ronald Reagan, 
a political consultant and the 
author of “The New Reagan 
Revolution.” He is the founder 
of the email service reagan.com 
and president of The Reagan 
Legacy Foundation. Email him 
at reagan@caglecartoons.com.)

likely to be employed than 
unmarried men with some 
college. 

Carlson did no more than 
state the obvious when he 
thundered that culture is 
linked to economics. Who 
has ever denied this? 

Describing our troubles as 

the result of bad faith on the 
part of our leaders (who do 
not love us, sniff) or worship 
of capitalism, is infantilizing 
and manipulative.

(Mona Charen is a columnist 
and a political analyst. She is a 
senior fellow at the Ethics and 
Public Policy Center.)
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A variety of issues were be-
fore the Edgar County Board 
during the Wednesday, Jan. 9, 
meeting.

MOTOR FUEL TAX 
The board passed two res-

olutions approving the use of 
Motor Fuel Tax by the Edgar 
County Highway Depart-
ment. 

The first resolution was for 
$125,000 and county engi-
neer Aaron Lawson said the 
amount is primarily for snow 
and ice control and a shoulder 
project the department plans 
to do as day labor with its own 
employees. Lawson added 
the department will seek ad-
ditional MFT disbursements 
in the future for other mainte-
nance projects.

The second resolution was 
$95,000 to pay highway de-
partment staff for construction 
engineering during the build-
ing of a new bridge on the Sta-
ley Road to replace a low-water 
concrete slab crossing. 

“I’m not sure we will use it, 
but I want it there if we need 
it,” said Lawson.

He explained bridge build-
ing projects are done as an-
ticipation projects with local 

and state money getting re-
imbursed with federal mon-
ey. If the $95,000 is spent for 
engineering costs, up to 80 
percent will eventually be re-
imbursed.

The county, Elbridge 
Township and the Illinois 
Department of Transporta-
tion are all working toward 
the goal of getting a bridge 
constructed, but the project 
has encountered delays be-
cause a rare salamander spe-
cies inhabits the area. While 
that issue appears resolved, 
the next hurdle is awarding 
the contract in a timely fash-
ion so the builder can do tree 
removal prior to April 1 when 
safeguards go into place for 
migratory bats.

Lawson discussed this issue 
with county board members 
during the Jan. 7 road and 
bridge committee meeting. 

“If the trees are not on the 
ground by April 1, the con-
tractor cannot start anything 
until Oct. 1,” said Lawson, 
noting that is too late in the 
bridge building season to 
complete the project.

Lawson acknowledged 
highway department employ-
ees can remove the trees if 
necessary but his preference 
is keeping his small staff work-

ing on maintenance projects 
and give the tree removal re-
sponsibility to the contractor 
that wins the bridge building 
project.

PROPERTY TAXES
Supervisor of Assessment 

Deena Hasler reported Edgar 
County received a tax multi-
plier of 1 from the state De-
partment of Revenue. That 
means the assessors are doing 
a good job of accurately deter-
mining the value of local real 
estate and no adjustments are 
needed to match state rules.

Hasler also said the office 
received only 52 complaints 
out of 18,000 tax parcel bill-
ings.

“We are pleased,” she said, 
adding the board of review is 
looking at the complaints.

In a matter related to the 
board of review, Hasler an-
nounced Caroline Heath’s res-
ignation creates a vacancy that 
needs filled. The replacement 
must be a member of the Re-
publican Party, and Hasler 
would like the replacement 
to also be a woman and from 
northern Edgar County.

County board member Phil 
Ludington noted the other 
two members of the board 
of review are Paris area farm-

ers and Heath is married to a 
farmer. Ludington suggested 
Heath’s replacement should 
bring something other than 
a farming connection to pro-
vide that body another per-
spective.

ANIMAL CARE
County board member 

Dan Bruner reported the Ed-
gar County Animal Shelter 
euthanized only five dogs in 
2018. The rest of the animals 
were either provided homes 
through local adoptions or 
transferred to the care of res-
cue groups.

“That’s pretty impressive,” 
said Bruner.

Ludington added the an-
imal shelter is confronting 
another problem but has little 
ability to make a change. He 
said shelter staff gets com-
plaints about a property on 
state Route 1 near Oliver that 
has horses.

“They are not properly 
cared for,” said Ludington. 
“They stand in deep mud to 
eat. This is not the way to treat 
animals.”

Ludington said the animal 
shelter staff has referred the 
issue to the Edgar County 
Sheriff and the Illinois De-
partment of Agriculture but 

the operation, while deemed 
barely within the law, is not in 
violation.

“With the Department of 
Agriculture, as long as the 
horses have feed and some 
kind of shelter there is no con-
cern,” said Sheriff Jeff Wood, 
who confirmed the animals 
are fed although he described 
the shelter as minimal.

COURTHOUSE MAINTENANCE
Board member Andy Pat-

rick advised recent problems 
developed with the boiler 
heating the courthouse. He 
said on New Year’s Eve the 
courthouse did not have heat. 

That problem turned out 
to be an easy fix, but the boil-
er has since developed a leak, 
which will likely require re-
placing one of the sections. 

According to Patrick, the 
plumber doing the work said 
the boiler is 10 years old so 
this is about the time to see 
failures in the electronic con-
trols and other issues.

“We can expect things to 
start going wrong,” said Pat-
rick.

SHILOH SCHOOL RESOURCE 
OFFICER 

Sheriff Wood reported 
completing an intergovern-

mental agreement with the 
Shiloh School District for the 
sheriff ’s department to place a 
school resource officer in the 
school. Unit 1 will reimburse 
the sheriff ’s department the 
cost of the officer’s salary for 
nine months.

Wood said the contract 
covers the basic issues but 
may need tweaking in the fu-
ture as the parties get into the 
arrangement and gain some 
first-hand experience.

The sheriff also discussed 
the resource officer during 
the Jan. 7 study session. He 
expressed concern at find-
ing someone willing to work 
only nine months, although a 
retired officer might like that 
arrangement.

“In Edgar County, the pool 
of retired law enforcement is 
slim,” said Wood.

Another issue is how fast 
a person can be put in the 
school. Wood explained a cur-
rent officer, or one retired but 
still possessing law enforce-
ment certification, can quickly 
move into the resource officer 
position.

If the person selected for 
the job does not have certifi-
cation, it will be several weeks 
while the individual attends 
the Police Training Institute.

Mixed bag of topics at county board meeting

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

Edgar County Board mem-
bers did not like all of the find-
ings from the arbitrator who 
heard the contract dispute 
between the county and the 
union representing the Edgar 
County deputy sheriffs, but 
still voted to accept the deci-
sion during the Wednesday, 
Jan. 9, board meeting.

They had little choice but to 
accept the findings since the 
board and the union agreed to 
binding arbitration when talks 
reached an impasse on the two 
sticking points of pay increases 
and the deputies’ contribution 
to their health insurance cover-
age.

Board member Karl Farn-
ham Jr. said the decision actu-
ally split the positions taken by 
the two parties. The arbitrator 
agreed with the county’s insur-
ance proposal but went with 
the union’s pay demands. 

“It’s worth noting for the 
record the arbitrator found for 
three of the four points regard-
ing the county’s wage offer, but 
still went with the union,” said 
board member Derrick Loren-
zen.

The others found it incon-
gruous the arbitrator agreed 
with the county on most 
points but still acceded to the 
union position.

“We have to accept it, but it’s 
a lousy deal,” said board mem-
ber Phil Ludington.

Deputies worked for a year 
without a contract while nego-
tiations occurred.

On the insurance side, the 
union wanted to retain a past 
practice of the deputies paying 
a set amount per month as the 
employee contribution toward 
health insurance coverage. The 
proposal was to increase the 
$60 monthly payment under 
the expired contract to $80 per 
month during the first year of 

County reluctantly accepts 
arbitrator’s union decision

the new contract followed 
by increases of $95 and 
$110 per month during the 
second and third years.

Farnham said the county 
preferred the deputies’ em-
ployee contribution be tied 
to a percentage of the actual 
premium cost to the county 
and suggested 10 percent 
per month during the first 
year with 12 percent and 15 
percent for the second and 
third years of the contract.

The arbitrator gave the 
county what it wanted re-
garding the insurance pro-
posal.

As to wages, the county 
proposed a 3 three percent 
increase for the first year 
with more modest bumps 
of 2.5 percent in each of the 
next two years. The union 
countered with three per-
cent annually for each year 
of the contract and got that 
from the arbitrator. 

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Spend an evening enjoying 
fashions from local businesses 
while at the same time support-
ing the Paris Art Center.

“Help Us Brush Up Our Art 
Center” is the theme for the 
Paris Art Center Fashion Show 
Fundraiser scheduled for Feb. 
7 at the First Baptist Church 
Reed Hall, 210 S. Central Ave. 
Doors open at 6 p.m. The price 

of the ticket also includes spe-
cially prepared appetizers from 
Front Street Market in Hume.

Fashions in the Style Show 
are being provided by Bee 
Sweet Boutique, Ol’Hairitage 
Beauty & Boutique, Plush, Ru-
ral King, Simply Irresistible and 
Rural King. 

Local models will each be 
featured in two outfits.

All proceeds from the ben-
efit will be used for the resto-

Paris Art Center hosting fashion show
ration of the kitchenette and 
storeroom located off the main 
gallery in the Art Center. Tick-
ets are available from Art Cen-
ter Board members Tom He-
bermehl, Pat Bell, Ann Staats, 
Peg Giesler, Tiffany Gale, Sue 
Anne Casey, Millie Arp, Chris-
tie Russell, Cindy Belt and Art 
Center Director Susan Stafford. 
Tickets are also available at the 
Paris Art Center, 132 South 
Central Ave.

The result was what Lynch 
described as a highly successful 
day at Crestwood. While it’s 
too early to evaluate the long-
term effects of the workshop, 
Lynch said this past week in the 
junior high, “has been drama 
free. We’ll see as the school year 
moves along, but right now, I 
think the students heard what 
was shared.”

The day began with an intro-
duction of the purpose to make 
sure that all students knew their 
participation in sharing person-
al stories was completely op-
tional, Lynch emphasized. 

Ogle was the featured speak-
ing, sharing his story of perse-
verance toward his goal to be-
come a language arts teacher. 
That goal was interrupted three 
times by overseas deployments 
as a member of the Illinois Na-
tional Guard during the late 
1990s and early 2000s. 

Students were randomly 
placed in family groups of five 
or six across grade levels along 
with an adult leader. Members 
of the Crestwood staff, school 
board members, former stu-
dents and mental health pro-
fessionals were on hand to lead 
students through activities of 
openness and forgiveness.

The morning concluded 
with students playing floor vol-
leyball and other team building 
activities including dance offs 
between team members as well 
as a faculty-staff challenge. 

In the afternoon, students 
attended small group sessions. 
“The students completed a 
survey prior to the day to de-
cide what sessions they wanted 
to attend,” Lynch said. Among 
the topics were academic anx-
iety, athletic anxiety, grief and 
loss, divorce and separation, 
addiction, peer relations, de-
pression and family life. The 
small group sessions were led 
by mental health profession-

als from the Human Resource 
Center as well as local family 
and school counselors.

The day concluded with a 
Crossing the Waterline activity 
and open microphone time al-
lowing students to express their 
thoughts about the day. 

Student also were given the 
option to read their letters of 
apology they wrote during fam-
ily time.

“We wanted our students to 
understand other friends and 
adults are going through the 
same feelings and life changes 
they are,” Lynch said. 

The Crestwood principal 
admitted one of his concerns 
was how junior high age stu-
dents would approach such a 
workshop.

 “There are lot of chang-
es from sixth grade through 
eighth grade. We just wanted 
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while wearing their speech at-
tire.

The final day, Sunday, Jan. 
20, begins at 8 a.m. with more 
practice and a breakfast for 
reigning Miss Illinois Fair Sa-
mantha Hasselbring from Iro-
quois County Fair.  All of the 
queens are back on stage that 
evening for the production 
number to open the evening 
banquet.

At this point the top 15 fi-
nalists are announced as well as 
the non-finalist awards for stage 
presence, beauty and physique, 
speech and interview. 

Competition starts fresh for 
the 15 finalists as they are again 
evaluated for evening gown, 
swim suit and speech. The fi-
nalists also respond to a series 
of three pop-up questions. 
After the judges finish delib-
erating, the 2019 Miss Illinois 
County Fair, along with the 
runner-ups, is announced, and 

the pageant ends with a recep-
tion for the fair queens.

Allen is the daughter of Jeff 
and Michele Allen of Paris. She 

is a 2016 Paris High School 
graduate and is attending 
Southern Illinois University as 
a nursing major.
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for use in the lower turnout 
Consolidated Election so his 
office staff and the election 
judges have some experience 
with it before the bigger Gen-
eral Election.

“It would just be a smooth-
er transition,” said Griffin.

He added the equipment 
is available now and can be 
here ready for use prior to 
the April election. Also, the 
election vendor is ready to 
provide any needed training 
for the office staff. 

The issue facing Griffin 
is meeting the deadline of 
Friday, Jan. 11, to certify the 
ballots and send them to the 
printer before the end of the 
business day. If he ordered 
the old-style ballots, it com-
mitted the county to using 
the old machines for one 
more election. The flip side of 
the coin is if the county buys 
new equipment, Griffin must 
certify a ballot style appropri-
ate for those machines for the 
printer to produce.

Board members indicated 
support for purchasing the 
machines to assist Griffin in 
planning purposes and set 
a special meeting for noon 
Friday, Jan. 11, to formally 
vote on the purchase. Buying 
voting machines was not on 
the agenda for Jan. 9 so it was 
not something county board 
members could take action 
on at that time.

Two actions were taken 
Friday at the special meeting. 
Board members authorized 
the purchase of new voting 
equipment consisting of 15 
tabulators and 15 touch-
screen voting devices. Federal 
law requires polling places be 
equipped with touchscreen 
devices in addition to paper 
ballot systems.

Also authorized was Edgar 
County Treasurer Don Wise-
man arranging financing with 
a local bank for an amount 
not to exceed $150,000 and 
to be paid back over five years.

“We may not need it all, 
but that is the most we will 
need,” Griffin said Friday.

In a related matter during 
the Wednesday board meet-
ing, Griffin said concern by 
Washington and Springfield 
with electronic election in-
terference has prompted the 
release of money for cyber 
security. Of the funds pro-
vided to Illinois, half is going 
to Cook County and the re-
mainder is getting distribut-
ed to the other 101 counties 
according to population.

“We are in line for a 
$10,000 grant for cyber se-
curity software and training,” 
said Griffin.

He noted the two con-
ditions for accepting the 
money require the county to 
participate in the Illinois Sen-
try Network, which Edgar 
County does, and to permit a 
state authorized cyber expert 
to look at the county’s com-

BALLOTS
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Special to The Prairie Press

Former Paris High School teacher Nathan Ogle speaks to 
Crestwood Junior High students during the school’s first 
Crestwood Cares workshop Monday, Jan. 7. Ogle is now the 
principal at Sullivan Middle School.

puter network.
The grant terms prohibit 

the purchase of equipment. 
“It doesn’t appear the 

county gains anything by 
this,” said board member 
Derrick Lorenzen.

Griffin agreed, adding vot-
ing security is always a seri-
ous matter but this emphasis 
on cyber security as it relates 
to voting seems misplaced 
since voting does not occur 
online.

“The election server in my 
office is a stand alone piece,” 
said Griffin. “It is not con-
nected to the county’s com-
puter system.”

Voting machines are not 
linked to the Internet. Each 
one records just the votes 
cast on it and tabulates the 
results only when the ma-
chine is duly opened in the 
courthouse after the polls 
close. Inspections and other 
safeguards are in place prior 
to voting, while the machins 
are in operation and during 
the tabulating to make sure 
tampering does not occur.

“The chain of custody is 
pretty tight,” said Griffin.

Once the votes are tabu-
lated and reports generated 
those results go online where 
Griffin theorized someone 
could alter them, but he ques-
tioned the purpose in doing 
so.

“We still have the official 
and authorized results in case 
any discrepancy occurs,” said 
Griffin.

to the students to develop 
empathy for their fellow stu-
dents and teachers,” he said.

The students complet-
ed an assessment survey 
and for the most part, the 
workshop was well received, 
Lynch said. “The big thing 
for them is they wanted to 
eat lunch with their friends. 
They ate with the students 
in their family group that 
day,” he noted.

Crestwood Cares was 
planned and paid for by the 
school district, Lynch said. 
“It’s definitely something 
we’ll do again, probably ro-
tating activity every three 
years with other activities 
being planned in the inter-
im, so all students get the 
opportunity to see what 
unites us is stronger than 
what divides us.” 

Special to the Prairie Press

Kierstyn Allen 2018 Miss Edgar County Fair, competes for the 
title of Miss Illinois County Fair during the pageant Jan. 17-Jan. 
20 at the Crowne Plaza Hotel, Springfield.



BY BRIAR NAPIER
bdn627@gmail.com

DANVILLE — The Tri-County 
girls basketball team faced the state’s 
Class 1A top ranked team Friday nd 
fell to the Hilltoppers 81-48.

TCT’s schedule this year includes  
teams from each of the four IHSA 
classes sizes on their regular season 
schedule but Friday’s contest was the 
first to test Coach Joe Morrisey’s squad 
against the top ranked Danville team.

Friday’s game was a real test for 
Tri-County against a the top ranked 
and Class 1A defending state champi-
on  Schlarman Academy,.

With Tri-County came into the 
matchup ranked No. 7 in Class 1A. 
The game was a possible preview of 
the CLass 1A state finals next month. 
Though that could still remain true, 
Schlarman is not your normal 1A team.

The Hilltoppers (18-2 overall) rout-
ed the Titans (17-4), 81-48, in a game 
where Schlarman not only looked like 
favorites to repeat, but also like one of 
the state’s finest prep basketball teams 
regardless of class.

Loaded with several star players on 
their roster — most notably senior 
guard Anaya Peoples, a Notre Dame 
signee — Schlarman relentlessly at-
tacked Tri-County with a blend of 
speed, agility and athleticism not often 
seen in small-school girls basketball. 

Peoples led the charge with a game-
high 30 points. 

Sophomore guard Tayler Berry led 

the Titans with 17 points, while senior 
forward Kiersten Price-Wilson netted  
13 points.

If the Titans are wanting to make a 
deep postseason run this winter, TCT 

Coach Joe Morrisey believes the Hill-
toppers are one of the type of teams 
that they could see in future games.

“I guess we got educated on what 

SATURDAY,  
JANUARY 12, 2019

CONTACT US:

217-921-3216
nzeman@prairiepress.net 9A

Losing 
streak 
ends for 
Titans
BY TIM HENDERSHOT
sportsfan122774@yahoo.com

ARTHUR — The 
Tri-County Titans put to-
gether a big third quarte-
wr to defeat ALAH 66-58 
Friday.

Having lost their last four 
games by a combined total 
of 9 points, the Tri-Coun-
ty Titans boys hoops team 
traveled to Arthur Friday 
night for an LOVC inter-
division contest against the 
ALAH Knights.  

The Knights were com-
ing off of their first win of 
the season against Oblong 
and feeling some much 
needed momentum on 
their side.  

With the LOVC divi-
sional tournaments com-
ing up starting next week, 
both teams knew that any 
win would build up confi-
dence.

Tri-County used a huge 
third stanza to overcome 
a 7-point halftime deficit 
along with some timely 
free throw shooting to pull 
away for a big win.

The Titans started off 
the game hot, scoring the 
first 6 points of the contest 
using fast tempo and good 
movement without the 
ball.  

The Knights finally got 
into a rhythm quelling any 
Titan momentum as Adam 
Day scored 4 quick points 
to keep ALAH close.  Day, 
along with Austin Romine, 
combined for 13 of the 
Knights 15 points.  

The Titans got the last 
laugh in the quarter as 
Mason Hutchinson hit a 
3-pointer at the buzzer as 
part of a 17 frame to give 
Tri-County a 17-15 lead 
after the first eight min-
utes.  Hutchinson scored 
7 points in the quarter and 
Blake Lee added 6 as part 
of the 17 points.

In the second eight min-
utes, the Knights contin-
ued to use dribble penetra-
tion along with the three 
point shot as ALAH put 
up 17 points. Day adding 
5 more points and Austin 
Plank hit two three point 
shots.  

The rim went cold for 
the Titans in the quarter 
as Kenzal Lloyd made the 
only two field goals of the 
frame for 5 of Tri-County’s 
8 points.  That slump gave 
the Knights a 32-25 lead at 
the break.

That was where the Ti-
tans woke up.

Tri-County came out on 
fire in the third quarter, go-
ing on a 10-0 run to open 
the second half. Hutchin-
son and Pollock went back 
to work inside combining 
for 15 of the Titans 19 
points.  

The Knights shooting 
went cold in the third, as 
ALAH hit two field goals. 
Their last one gave ALAH 
a little boost as Plank hit a 
three pointer at the buzzer as 
part of the 5 point quarter.  

The Titans went into the 
final eight minutes with a 
44-37 lead.

In the final quarter, the 
Titans increased the lead 
to as much as 11 points. 
Knights Coach Brad Mc-
Gill was hit with a tech-
nical foul after a foul was 

See TITANS, Page 10A

Tigers get a home victory
Paris runs past Arthur-Lovington/Atwood Hammond 56-39 in rare Monday contest
BY DAN DUNDAS
dandundas82@gmail.com

The Paris Tigers got a win 
on their home floor, knocking 
off the Arthur-Lovington-At-
wood-Hammond Knights 56-
39 on Monday night, January 
7. 

The two teams usually face 
one another at some point in 
the season, and a few years 
back had a very memorable 
finale in the Kansas Holiday 
Tournament. 

Paris went up 7-0 in the first 
quarter but missed a few point 
blank shots in the paint that 
allowed the Knights to crawl 
back to 7-6 before the quarter 
was over. Paris attempted a 
few three pointers, with Ma-
son Hutchings knocking one 
down off an inbounds screen 
to keep the Tigers up 14-10. 

Paris began fast breaking 
more frequently in the sec-
ond quarter, with baskets 

from Sullivan, Landrum, and 
Hutchings. The Knights made 
back to back threes to cut it to 
21-16, and Landrum respond-
ed with a three pointer of his 
own. ALAH inched back after 
a Sullivan and Brouwer basket 
with free throws of their own, 
but were held in check for two 
long possessions as the half 
dwindled down. 

Mason Hutchings helped 
jumpstart the offense in the 
second half with some pull up 
shots and running a fast break 
to Landrum.  ALAH knocked 
down two three pointers to 
cut the score the 35-30 mid-
way through the third quarter. 
The Knights would inch no 
closer, as Garrett King drilled 
a corner three pointer with 
2:40 left to keep Paris up 38-
32. 

The older Knights team 
definitely made it a point to 
emphasize their physical-

ity on the evening. Late in 
the third quarter, Paris ran a 
play that required a cycle of 
screens at the top of the key. A  
Knights player knocked over 
Bryce Gladding who set the 
initial screen, and then tried 
the same to Matthew Brouw-
er when it was his turn. The 
second time, a foul was called 
and the player drew a techni-
cal foul for swearing towards 
the referee. 

The Tigers used this as 
an opportunity to swing 
the game, as moments later 
Coltin Landrum completed 
a three point foul play off yet 
another steal. “Coltin played 
his heart out tonight, even 
though he was under the 
weather. He had a bunch of 
steals and assisting on baskets 
from all areas. He really ener-
gized us tonight.” 

The Paris defense locked 

Michelle Jacobs/The Prairie Press

Bryce Gladding (35) holds off a pair of Knights defenders to put 
the finishing touch on a layup while Matthew Brouwer (23) keeps 
another Knight at bay during the Tigers winn Monday at home. See PARIS, Page 10A

Lady
Titans 
handle 
Paris
BY BRIAR NAPIER
bdn627@gmail.com

OAKLAND — In a 
phone interview with the 
Prairie Press last week, 
Tri-County girls basketball 
Coach Joe Morrisey said 
his team had “six or seven” 
players that really made his 
squad go.

As foul trouble hit the 
Titans hard against Edgar 
County rival Paris Monday 
night Jan. 7, those seven 
players ensured Tri-Coun-
ty was able to secure a big 
win.

Tri-County (15-3 over-
all) rebounded from a 
weak holiday tournament 
finish to beat the Tigers 
(16-6), 50-41, in a physi-
cal, fast-paced game. The 
Lady Titans never looked 
as if they were not in con-
trol.

The Barry sisters — se-
nior Harley and soph-
omore Tayler — paced 
Tri-County with 15 and 
12 points, respectively. But 
when they and senior cen-
ter Kiersten Price-Wilson 
each had four fouls in the 
second half, freshman Bel-
la Dudley and senior Mere-
dith Smith each registered 
significant minutes off the 
bench to preserve their 
nearly wire-to-wire lead.

Playing in front of a 
boisterous crowd at Oak-
land High School, Mor-
risey said this was a quality 
win that his team needed 
as postseason play nears 
next month.

“Everybody that played 
did something tonight,” 
Morrisey said. “I think 
Bella and Meredith (were) 
awesome...everybody did a 
great job in front of a great 
crowd tonight. Paris, it’s 
a great rivalry, great team, 
and a lot of the girls play 
AAU ball together. Paris is 
a great, great team, and this 
is a great win.”

Both the Titans and 
Tigers were entering the 
game with different runs 
of form and play styles. 
Tri-County, who was on a 

Lady Titans fall to Schlarman

Briar Napier/The Prairie Press

Tri-County guard Tayler Berry (1) shoots over the defense of Schlarman’s Sydney 
Gouard (3) and Destiny Dye (32) during the 81-48 loss to the top-ranked Hilltop-
pers in Danville on Friday night.

TOP-RANKED TEAM ROLLS OVER TRI-COUNTY

Briar Napier/The Prairie Press

Tri-County guard Harley Berry (4) shoots a layup over a crowd of Schlarman defenders during the Lady Titan 81-48 loss to the 
Class 1A top-ranked Hilltoppers in Danville on Friday night.

See TCT, Page 10A See BIG WIN, Page 10A
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• Message Tom’s Fitness on Facebook 
for an appointment or call 463-2040

TOM'S FITNESS

TomsFitnessandMartialArts.com

120 E. Wood St., Paris, IL

463-2040

Sign up
NOW!

Join Tom’s Fitness 

NOW for NO money 

down!
Just get your $39 monthly ACH payment set 

up for 1/10 and we’ll waive the down payment.
Save $69! (Sale Extended!)

Edgar County
Pheasants Forever

Banquet
Knights of Columbus Hall

614 N. Main St. • Paris IL

January 19, 2019
Doors open at 5:00

Dinner at 6:00

For Ticket information call
Cole Vietor     217-808-0090
Matt Morris   217-251-6857
Brad Tucker   217-822-2484

P.O. Box 921 • Paris, IL 61944
“Locally Owned & Operated”

• Roll Off Container Service

• Residential & Commercial 
  Trash Service

• Residential & Commerical
  Lawn Sevice

• Gravel for Driveway
   Repair

• Mulch

Making
Edgar County BeautifulSat   7 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Sun   9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Vadas Auto Parts
138 E. Court St.   Paris, IL
(217) 465-8551

Mon - Fri   7 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Special!

$14YOUR
CHOICE! Bosch Icon Beam Wiper Blades

Trico Force Wiper Blades

Wiper Blade

/pair

SAVE 
UP TO

up ALAH in the fourth, out-
scoring the Knights 14-5 over 
the quarter. 

The Tigers got baskets 
from Brouwer, and slowly ran 
the clock down as the quarter 
ticked along. 

Brouwer also got two more 
lay ins off fast break turnovers 
to help seal the game. 

“After the first quarter, Mat-

thew finished well around the 
rim tonight, and he also creat-
ed better opportunities to do 
that.” 

Paris was led in scoring by 
Jude Sullivan with 14 points. 
Coltin Landrum and Mat-
thew Brouwer tied with 12 
points each. 

 “We defended really well 
tonight, especially in the 4th 
quarter. We rebounded better 
tonight and it didn’t allow any 
extra possessions for them.” 

PARIS
FROM PAGE 9A

Michelle Jacobs/The Prairie Press

Jude Sullivan faces three ALAH defenders as he pulls up for a 
jump shot during the second half of the contest between Paris 
and ALAH.  Sullivan contributed 11 points to the Tiger victory.

called sending Tri-County 
to the line for a one-and-
one.  Pollock made three 
of the four shots making 
the score 56-45 with 2:05 
left.  

The Knights then got 
a break with a little over 
a minute left as Day hit a 
layup and was fouled by 
Lloyd.  

Titans Head Coach 
David Smith was hit with 
a technical foul giving 
ALAH two more shots.  
After Day missed his free 
throw, Plank hit the two 
technical free throw and 
the Knights cut the Titans 
lead down to 58-52.

Late the game, Pol-
lock then hit a lay up af-
ter missed free throw by 
Hutchinson with 31.5 sec-
onds left to put the Titans 
up 64-56.  The Titans then 
hit two free throws to ice 
the game and seal the eight 
point win.

Tri-County went 22 of 
43 for 51.2 percent and 21 
of 28 from the line for 75 
percent.  The one hiccup of 
the evening was turnovers 
as the Titans coughed it up 
13 times.  

The duo of Mason 
Hutchinson and Mitch 
Pollock finished with 20 
points each and Blake Lee 
added 15 in the win.

ALAH was 24 of 63 
overall for 38.1 percent 
and 6 of 11 from the line 
for 54.5 percent.  The 
Knights turned the ball 
over 11 times.  Austin 
Plank had a game-high 21 
points while Adam Day 

TITANS
FROM PAGE 9A

had 19 and Austin Romine 
added 16 in the loss.

The Titans (12-8) will host 
the Dietrich Movin Maroons 
on Friday in Kansas.  Tip off is 
set for 6  p.m.

LA SALETTE 36, TCT 35
OLIVET — Having lost 

their last three games by a 
combined total of 8 points, 
the Tri-County Titans boys’ 
basketball team traveled to 
Olivet Tuesday, Jan. 8, to face 
a new look Notre Dame de la 
Salette Lions team. 

The Titans were coming 
off of a one point double 
overtime loss to Chrisman —  
their second loss to the Car-
dinals in overtime this season 
— and were looking to find 
their way back on the winning 
track as the upcoming LOVC 
Southeast Division tourna-
ment looms next week.

Tri-County was forced 
to play from behind as they 
trailed 20-15 at halftime. 
The Titans managed to out-
score the Lions 11-5 in the 
third quarter to take a 26-25 
lead.  The Lions turned the 
tables in the fourth quarter, 
outscoring the Titans 11-9 to 
emerge with a 36-35 win. No-
tre Dame de la Salette hand-
ed Tri-County their fourth 
straight loss and their third 
straight by one point.

Blake Lee and Mitch Pol-
lock led the way with 9 points 
each while Kenzal Lloyd add-
ed 7 off the bench.

Manny Garcia led the Lions 
with a double-double, scoring 
11 points and grabbing 10 
rebounds as La Salette was 
without center Yves Nkomba 
for the contest.  Mike Wer-
nowski chipped in 10 points 
in the win. 

the number one team in the 
state looks like,” Morrisey 
said following the game. “I 
figured that they’re going to 
be good. We just didn’t com-
pete as hard as I thought that 
we would.”

Schlarman sped away to a 
big lead right from the start 
as Peoples nearly outscored 

Tri-County by herself in the 
first quarter, scoring 12 of her 
team’s points as the Hilltop-
pers led, 30-13, after the first 
frame and 50-27 at halftime.

Tri-County’s full-court 
press was fairly successful in 
bothering Schlarman, as the 
Titans forced 14 turnovers. 
But the Hilltoppers pres-
sure was stronger. The Titans 
turned the ball over 18 times.

What arguably made the 

Schlarman offense so effec-
tive was their options to turn 
needing to put the ball in the 
basket. 

Though the Hilltoppers 
gave the ball to Peoples of-
ten, three of her teammates 
reached double figures in 
scoring as well.

Two of them — senior Syd-
ney Gouard and junior Capria 
Brown — are commits to Di-
vision I universities like Peo-

ples. The former is signee to 
Oakland, while the latter ver-
bally committed to Xavier last 
week.

“Their top six (players) are 
more athletic than anyone I 
have on the team,” Morrisey 
said. “We talked in the locker 
room after the game, though, 
that we’ve got to push them 
back and go toe-to-toe, and 
not let them do what they 
wanted to do.”

TCT
FROM PAGE 9A

BIG WIN
FROM PAGE 9A

three-game losing streak 
after winning their first 14 
games, caused defensive hav-
oc with a 1-3-1 zone press. 
Paris, who had won three of 
their last four games, stayed 
traditional with a man-to-
man.

The Titans have averaged 
19 steals per game using their 
pressure defense so far this 
year, and its effectiveness - 
and drawbacks - showed in 
the first half. 

Tri-County raced to a 26-
15 lead at halftime, spurred 
by 11 first-half points from 
Tayler Berry and a team to-
tal of four second-quarter 
three-pointers. While they 
created 25 turnovers, fouls 
started racking up for the Ti-
tans; Price-Wilson accured 

her fourth foul with 4:57 left 
in the third quarter, while the 
Barry sisters got each of their 
fourths minutes later.

Without junior guard Sarah 
Isaf, who sat out due to inju-
ry, Paris struggled with the 
increased pressure at times, 
but head coach Dave Tingley 
thought his team handled it, 
“as well as they could.” Junior 
guard Karrington Krabel led 
the Tigers with 13 points.

“In the game, you probably 
could’ve handled it better, 
but overall, we did every-
thing we could,” Tingley said. 
“We handled their press. The 
press didn’t really bother us. 
(Tri-County) gets their hands 
on a lot of balls, and they tip 
balls a lot, and that does cause 
some confusion at times.”

Once Tri-County toned 
down their press in the sec-
ond half as foul trouble be-

came an issue, the Tigers 
were not able to capitalize 
on the Titan playmakers sit-
ting. Paris was able to cut the 
Tri-County lead as low as sev-
en in the second half, but time 
eventually ran out for a late 
comeback attempt.

Paris did, however, hold 
the Titans to their season-low 
in points; Tri-County’s aver-
age points per game entering 
Monday was 60.4.

“We did exactly what we 
wanted to do...we held them 
to one of their lowest-scor-
ing point totals of the year,” 
Tingley said. “If it weren’t for 
some free throws at the end, 
they don’t even reach 50, 
and this is a team that scores 
a lot of points. I thought that 
we executed perfectly on de-
fense.”

Paris returns home on 
Thursday for a non-confer-

ence tussle with former Apol-
lo Conference foe Mattoon, 
but Tri-County has a game 
the same night that could be 
a preview of next month’s 
IHSA State Finals matchups.

The Titans travel north 
to play Danville Schlarman, 
the defending Class 1A state 
champions and unanimous 
No. 1-ranked Class 1A team 
in Illinois according to the 
Associated Press. Tri-Coun-
ty - no slouches either, being 
ranked No. 5 - will play like-
ly the best player they’ll face 
all season: superstar guard 
Anaya Peoples, a commit of 
defending NCAA national 
champions Notre Dame.

“It’ll be a great learning 
experience,” Morrisey said of 
the upcoming matchup. “We 
talk about regionals, section-
als and what we wanna do this 
year, this is it.”

Chiefs aim to rewrite history against Colts
KANSAS CITY, Mo. (AP) 

— Given the postseason his-
tory involving Indianapolis 
and Kansas City over the 
years, Andrew Luck and the 
Colts have every reason to feel 
confident heading to Arrow-
head Stadium on Saturday.

The Chiefs have every rea-
son to believe they’re due.

Four times the teams have 
met in the playoffs, twice 
in the wild-card round and 
twice with a spot in the AFC 
title game on the line. 

Each time the Colts 
emerged victorious. All but 
one were down-to-the-wire 
nail-biters, one a record-set-
ting shootout and another a 
defensive slugfest, and each 
left Colts fans feeling euphor-
ic and Chiefs fans feeling 
cursed.

Asked whether he un-

derstood the magnitude of 
the next installment in the 
one-sided series, Chiefs cor-
nerback Kendall Fuller re-
plied quite simply: “Oh yeah.”

“Especially what they’ve 
been going through over the 
years and things like that,” he 
said. “We definitely see how 
fans feel, what they’re expect-
ing and stuff like that.”

There was the 1996 wild-
card matchup in which Chiefs 
kicker Lin Elliott missed three 
field goals and the Colts won 
10-7. The divisional show-
down in 2003, when the 
Colts won 38-31 in a game 
featuring no punts. The 23-8 
whitewashing three years lat-
er and, most recently, the 45-
44 shootout in which Luck 
led the Colts from a 38-10 
second-half hole to beat Andy 
Reid’s first Chiefs team in 

2013.
There are still more than 

a dozen players around who 
were involved in that game 
five years ago, yet each ac-
knowledged this week that 
history has no bearing on 
what will transpire Saturday .

“Obviously they are a great 
team,” said Colts kicker Adam 
Vinatieri, who has played in 
the past two playoff games 
against Kansas City. “They’ve 
won a lot of games. They’ve 
got a very explosive offense. 
They’ve got probably the best 
returner in the National Foot-
ball League with (Tyreek) 
Hill.

“We are going to have to 
play our best game,” Vinatieri 
said, “to try to keep up with 
them.”

The Chiefs happen to be-
lieve the same thing.

Yes, they earned the No. 
1 seed with their third con-
secutive AFC West title, and 
have arguably the game’s best 
young quarterback in Patrick 
Mahomes. Hill joins Tra-
vis Kelce, a healthy Sammy 
Watkins and running backs 
Spencer Ware and Damien 
Williams in giving him plenty 
of weapons , while a defense 
that’s been statistically poor 
also has more sacks than any 
other team.

Yet the Colts, the sixth and 
last seed in the playoffs, may 
be the hottest team playing . 
They rebounded from a 1-5 
start to win nine of their last 
10 games to reach the post-
season, then dominated the 
Houston Texans last week 
with a bludgeoning ground 
game and stingy defense .

“The way this locker room 
has prepared,” Luck said, “it’s 
all about just getting better, 
getting better. ... It takes no 
heroes. You don’t need a hero, 
whether it’s a playoff game or 
a regular-season game. It’s just 
everybody doing their jobs 
that get things done.”

Of course, having a little 
playoff karma never hurts. 
The Colts certainly have that 
when it comes to Kansas City, 
while the Chiefs believe they 
long ago hit their quota of 
misfortune.
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Junior League enters second half
BY CINDY WILSON
tcwilson81@frontier.com

Eveland Gym was hopping 
with excitement as the sec-
ond half of the Paris Junior 
League season opened with 
the Bears, Hawks, Colts and 
Panthers took the wins.

BEARS 49, LIONS 6
In the first game of the af-

ternoon the Bears walked all 
over the Lions and taking a 49 
–6 win. 

The Bears led all the way 
taking a 10-0 lead at the end 
of the first quarter. The Bears 
really exploded in the second 
quarter and quickly ran up the 
score and leaving the court at 
half with a 36-0 lead. 

The Lions scored a free 
throw during the third but 
the Bears added another 11 to 
lead 47-1. The Bears cooled it 
a bit fourth quarter and only 
put 2 on the board while the 
Lions added 5. 

Leading the Bears was Na-
than Fonner with 16 points. 
Parker Sanders added 10. 
Gabriel Roush and Conner 
Little finished with 6 each. 
Austin Pardi had a couple of 
buckets and free throw for 5. 
Jacob Staley ended with 4 and 
Charlie Ford had a couple of 
free throws for 2.

Eli Brinkerhoff and John 
Heelan finished with 3 points 
each for the Lions.

HAWKS 22, EAGLES 20
The second game of the 

afternoon was an evenly 
matched contest. 

The Hawks jumped out to 
take a 6-2 lead over the Eagles 
at the end of the first. 

The Eagles outscored the 
Hawks during the second 
quarter so the teams were tied 
at 10 at halftime.  

The third quarter was back 
and forth scoring but the Ea-
gles inched out with a 1 point 
lead at 16-15. 

Excitement filled the air 
in the final quarter and it ap-
peared that overtime was on 
its way but the Hawks were 
able to pull out a 22-20 victo-
ry with a last second shot.

Leading the Hawks was 
Dominic Asbury with 8. 
Madox Hutchings added 5. 
Bradley Litteral and Emma 
Kraemer each had 2. Alivyah 
Lankster, Andre Calhoun and 
Hero Mink each had a free 
throw. The final 2 points was 
due to an error.

Nicholas Doughan and Lo-
gan Gerberding led the Eagles 
with 4 points each. Zavier 
Quinn had 3. Murray Smith, 
Landon Gerberding, Car-
son Throneburg, and Ethan 
Brown each had a bucket. 
Holden Henderson was cred-
ited for a free throw.

COLTS 32, CARDS 19
Despite some hard work, 

the Cards fell to the Colts in 
the third game of the after-
noon. 

At the end of the first quar-
ter the Colts led the Cards 
with a 9-5 score. Lots of good 
action continued into the 
second quarter but the Colts 
went to the locker room lead-

ing 19-11 at half. 
Play was pretty evenly 

matched during the third 
quarter but the Colts still held 
on to a 26-17 lead. The Colts 
added another 6 points in the 
fourth but the Cards were 
only able to put on 2. 

Hailey Yantis led the Colts 
with 9 points. Drake Thomp-
son, Dylan Flores, Braylen 
Mills and Owen Jones each 
had 4. Mason Byrnes finished 
with 3. Rickie White and 
Colton Cornwell had 2. 

The Cards were led by Bel-
la Moreschi with 7 and Carter 
Eastham with 6. Dylan Lucas, 
Aadin Means and Chance 
Chaney each added 2.

PANTHERS 50, TIGERS 24
The Panthers continue to 

shine and grabbed another 
win maintaining that unde-
feated status. 

The Panthers jumped out 
to take a 16-9 lead. The sec-
ond quarter was pretty even-
ly matched but the Panthers 
hung on to a 22-16 lead. 

The third quarter was total-
ly explosive for the Panthers 
as Drew Rogers pounded in 
14 points. The Panthers were 
able to put another 22 points 
on the board and were enjoy-
ing a 44-17 lead. 

Things settled down during 
the fourth and the Panthers 
defeated the Tigers 50-24.

Drew Rogers led the Pan-
thers with 24 points. Jackson 
Rigdon added 8. Dylan Blair 
and Landon Nugent each had 
4. Kipton Bradford, Dawson 
Rogers, Caiden Vice and Car-
ter Delashmit each had 2.

Mazie Hawkins led the Ti-
gers with 7 points followed by 

Ty King and Brian Smith 
each with 6. Garrett Rigdon 
had 3 and Brayden Rogers 
had 2.

WEEK FOUR 
BEARS 53, HAWKS 9

The Bears grabbed a 16-4 
lead in the first quarter. The 
second and third string on 
the Bears really rocked the 
court as they added anoth-
er 18 points on the board 
increasing the lead 34 – 7 
at half time. Activity settled 
down somewhat during the 
3rd quarter but the Hawks 
only added two points to the 
board while the Bears put on 
11 more making their lead 45 
– 9. Bears continued to be a 
scoring machine and added 8 
more points ending the game 
53 – 9.

Parker Sanders, Austin Par-
di, and Jacob Staley led the 
Bears with 8 points each. Ga-
briel Roush had seven points, 
Charlie Ford and Conner 
Little had six each and Na-
than Fonner and Ian Theirl 
had four a piece. Carter Fox 
finished the scoring with two 
points.

Bradley Litteral led the 
Hawks with 6 points. Pais-
ley Reed had two points and 
Emma Kraemer had a single 
free throw. 

CARDINALS 23, LIONS 19
The second game of the af-

ternoon was somewhat more 

competitive on the court. The 
first quarter was pretty evenly 
matched with the Cardinals 
holding a one point lead at 
the end. It was the second 
quarter when the Cardinals 
managed to give themselves 
a slightly comfortable lead 
going into the half at 11 – 5. 
The Lions came back third 
quarter and outscored their 
opponents by one point but 
still found themselves trailing 
15 -10. Again the Lions out-
scored the Cardinals during 
the fourth quarter but time 
just wasn’t on their side falling 
23 – 19.

Carter Crippes and Dylan 
Lucas led the Cards with 6 
points each. Carter Eastham 
had a couple of buckets for 4 
points. Bella Moreschi con-
nected with a bucket and 
free throw. Myah Bartos and 
Hannah Waltz each had two 
points.

The Lions were led by Eli 
Brinkerhoff with 8 points. 
John Heelan had 3 points. 
Samantha Kindred and Mack 
Kuglin each had 2 points. 

PANTHERS 28 COLTS 24
The third game of the af-

ternoon held plenty of ex-
citement for the basketball 
enthusiast. 

The Colts got off to a slow 
start in the first quarter, as 
they were only able to put a 
basket on the board. In the 
meantime, the Panthers con-
nected with four buckets and 
two free throws making the 
score 10-2. 

The second and third string 
had their fire lit for the Pan-
thers as they came out and 
put 14 more points on the 
board increasing their lead 
24-10 at half. 

The teams returned to the 
court to outscore the Pan-
thers in the third quarter but 
still behind 27-19. The Pan-
thers were only able to make a 
free throw in the fourth quar-
ter and the Colts scored five 
points but the Panthers held 
on for the win. 

Drew Rogers led the Pan-
thers with 8t points and6 of 
those were in the first quar-
ter. Kipton Bradford, Jack-
son Rigdon, Dawson Rogers 
and Karic Mason each had 4  
points. Storm Miller finished 
with 2 points.

Braylen Mills led the Colts 
with 6 points. Drake Thomp-
son had 5 and Dylan Flores 
and Rickie White each had 
4 points. Mason Byrnes end-
ed with 3 points and Colten 
Cornwell had 2 points. 

TIGERS 21, EAGLES 8
In the last game of the af-

ternoon the Tigers added 
another win to their record. 
grabbing a 7 -0 lead in the first 
quarter. 

At the end of the second 
quarter the Tigers were lead-
ing 9-2. 

The Tigers added another 
six to the scoreboard in the 
third and the Eagles put on 
two more points. Heading 
into the fourth quarter the Ti-
gers were leading 15-4 . 

Another six points went on 

the board for the Tigers and 
the Eagles added four, making 
the final score 21 – 8.

Once again Ty King led the 
Tigers with 15 points. Gage 
Woolum, Brian Smith and 
Brody Whitaker each had 2 
points.

Karson Kollman, Landon 
Gerberding, Carson Throne-
burg, and Hunter Quinn each 
had 2 points for the Eagles. 

WEEK FIVE 
COLTS 34,  EAGLES 8

With the Eagles short sev-
eral players, the Colts rolled 
to a 34-8 win over the Eagles.

The Colts were quick to 
a grab a 9-2 lead in the first 
quarter. The Eagles rebound-
ed during the second quarter 
and added 6 points to the 
board while the Colts added 
another 6 making the half 
time score 15-8. 

The second half of the 
game was a real dry spell for 
the Eagles as they were not 
able to add any points. The 
Colts put 10 on the board in 
the third quarter and another 
nine in the fourth quarter to 
win 34-8. 

Drake Thompson had a 
strong showing for the Colts  
with 13 points. Mason Byrnes 
finished with 7 points. Owen 
Jones had a couple of buck-
ets. Hailey Yantis and Braylen 
Mills each had 3 points. Rick-
ie White and Gaige Burks fin-
ished with 2 points.

Scoring 2 points each 
for the Eagles were Murray 
Smith, Holden Henderson, 
Hunter Quinn, and Ethan 
Brown. 

PANTHERS 50 LIONS 9
The second game of the 

afternoon was a run away for 
the Panthers as the jumped 
out to a 15-2 lead. 

The Lions were unable to 
hit a bucket during the sec-
ond quarter but the Panthers 
added 10 more points and en-
joyed a 25-2 lead at half.

The Panthers once again 
dominated the third quarter 
as they jumped out to a 42-3 
lead. The Lions had a more 
successful fourth quarter and 
added six points but lost to 
the Panthers 50-9. 

Many of the Panthers got 
in on the scoring action this 
afternoon. Leading the team 
with 19 points was Drew 
Rogers. Dylan Blair had 7 and 
Jackson Rigdon had 6 points. 
Kipton Bradford had 5, Luke 
Stuck finished with 4 and 
Karic Mason had 3 points. 
Dawson Rogers, Caiden Vice 
and Landon Nugent each had 
two points.

Scoring for the Lions was 
Eli Brinkerhoff with 5 and 
John Heelan with 4 points.

BEARS 38, CARDINALS 14
In the third game of the af-

ternoon, the Bears took a first 
quarter lead of 8-4. Their lead 
increased to 18-8 by halftime.

The Bears put another 10 
points in the third quarter 
and the Cardinals were not 
able to hit their shots. In the 
final quarter the Bears added 
another 10 and the Cards put 

up 6 points. The Bears won 
the game 38-14.

Jacob Staley led the Bears 
with 13 points. Ian Theirl 
and Charlie Ford each had 6 
points. Austin Pardi finished 
with 5 and Conner Little and 
Gabriel Roush each had 4 
points. 

Bella Moreschi led the Car-
dinals with 8 points. Dylan 
Lucas had a couple of baskets 
and Gage White had a bucket 
for 2 points.

TIGERS 41 HAWKS 17
With the help of the second 

string, the Tigers were able 
to take an easy win over the 
Hawks in the final game of 
the day. 

Going into the second 
quarter the Tigers held a 7-2 
lead over the Hawks. This was 
quick to change due to the 
efforts of the Tigers second 
string and at half found they 
held a comfortable 30-2 lead. 
Both teams scored in the third 
quarter but the Hawks still 
trailed 37-11. The Hawks out-
scored the Tigers in the final 
quarter but lost 41-17.

Brian Smith led the Ti-
gers with 10 points. Garrett 
Rigdon added 9points to the 
books. Ty King and Brody 
Whitaker each had 6. Koen 
Brinkerhoff finished with 4. 
Cooper Keys, Brayden Rog-
ers, and Caison Whitaker 
finished the numbers with 
2points each. 

Leading the Hawks with 
8 points was Madox Hutch-
ings. Dominic Asbury added 
a couple of buckets and a free 
throw for 5 points. Bradley 
Litteral finished with 4 points.

WEEK SIX
PANTHERS 53, HAWKS 11

It was the Panthers day on 
the court as they jumped to a 
13-2 lead at the end of the first 
quarter. The baskets just kept 
pouring in for the Panthers 
in the second quarter as they 
held a 24-5 lead at half. 

The Hawks continued 
to struggle during the third 
quarter and the Panthers had 
a 42-9 advantage. At the end 
of the game, the Panthers 
added another win by defeat-
ing the Hawks 53-11.

Drew Rogers led the Pan-
thers with 13 points. Jackson 
Rigdon had 10 and Kipton 
Bradford had 9 points. Dylan 
Blair finished the day with 6 
and Landon Nugent had 5 
points. Dawson Rogers and 
Karic Mason each had a cou-
ple of buckets for 4 points. 
Luke Stuck rounded it up 
with a bucket.

Madox Hutchings and 
Dominic Asbury led the 
Hawks with 4 points each. 
Bradley Litteral had 2points 
and Jenna Lewsader had a 
single free throw.

BEARS 35 EAGLES 17
The Bears quickly grabbed 

a first quarter lead of 12-0. 
The Eagles showed a better 
performance in the second 
quarter and put 13 points in 
the books while the Bears 
added another nine to head 
into the third quarter with a 

21-13 lead. 
The Hawks were unsuc-

cessful in scoring in the third 
quarter and the Bears ad-
vanced their lead to 35-13. 
The Hawks managed to put 
on 4 points in the fourth 
quarter but the Bears chalked 
up another win, defeating the 
Hawks 35-17.

Jacob Staley lead the Bears 
with 18 points. Austin Par-
di had 6 and Nathan Fonner 
added 5 points. Parker Sand-
ers, Eyan Keys, and Charlie 
Ford each had 2 points.

Ethan Brown, who had 19 
points, led the Eagles. Zavier 
Quinn had 3 and Mason Bar-
rett and Landon Gerberding 
each had 2 points.

COLTS 38 LIONS 11
The Colts controlled the 

third game of the afternoon as 
they took a 12-4 lead in the first 
quarter. The Lions were unable 
to get on the board during the 
second quarter but the Colts 
added 11 more, making their 
lead 23-4 at halftime.

Each team added 5 points 
in the third frame and the 
Colts led 28-9 going into the 
final quarter. The Colts out-
scored the Lions by 8 points 
during the final quarter and 
fwon 38-11.

Dylan Flores led the Colts 
with 9 points. Braylen Mills 
ended with 8. Rickie White 
had 7 and Drake Thompson 
had 6 points. Hailey Yantis 
finished with 5, Cam Yantis 
with 2 and Owen Jones with 
1 point.

John Heelan led the Lions 
with 6 points. Eli Brinkerhoff 
had 3 and Brody Quinn had 2 
points.

CARDINALS 22, TIGERS 20
The final game of the af-

ternoon heated up the gym. 
It was a back and forth game 
but the Cardinals grabbed the 
win.

The first quarter was a good 
indicator of the intensity in 
the game as the Tigers led 4-3 
going into the second. Play 
was at its best during the sec-
ond quarter and both teams 
found themselves in a tie 
game going into the half.

The third quarter was not a 
disappointment as the players 
were giving it 100 percent ef-
fort and the Tigers took a 20-
17 lead. 

That would be the last of 
the scoring for the Tigers. 
The Cardinals made some 
important free throws during 
the fourth quarter as well as 
a bucket and snatched the 
game with a 22-20 victory.

Bella Moreschi led the 
Cardinals with 9 points and 
Dylan Lucas added 7. Carter 
Eastham had 3 free throws 
and 2 of those were in the fi-
nal minute. Kolton Ingram 
had his first bucket and Car-
ter Crippes ended with a free 
throw.

Ty King led the Tigers with 
9 points. Brody Whitaker had 
a couple of buckets for 4. Gar-
rett Rigdon, Koen Brinker-
hoff, and Logan Dick each 
had 2 points. Brian Smith had 
a free throw for the day.

TM

1-866-853-8433Promo code N7017
*Prices are per person based on double occupancy plus $299 taxes & fees. Cruise pricing based on lowest cabin category after savings; upgrades available. Single supplement and seasonal surcharges 
may apply. Add-on airfare available. Onboard Credit requires purchase of Ocean View or Balcony Cabin. For full Set Sail terms and conditions ask your Travel Consultant. O� ers apply to new bookings 
only, made by 2/28/19. Other terms and conditions may apply. Ask your Travel Consultant for details.

The escorted tour experts since 1967! All tours include hotels, sightseeing and baggage handling.

BOOK YOUR VACATION NOW – CALL FOR LIMITED TIME SAVINGS

Grand Alaskan
Cruise & Tour

Ultimate Hawaii 
Tour with Pearl Harbor 
Experience

Enjoy a spectacular cruise & tour between Seattle and 
Alaska including 7 nights aboard Holland America Line’s 
ms Westerdam and 4 nights on land. You’ll cruise the Gulf 
of Alaska and the Inside Passage—a breathtaking sea 
lane teeming with marine wildlife, where you’ll pass 
glaciers, towering mountains, and lush forests, with stops 
in Ketchikan, historic Skagway and magni� cent Glacier 
Bay. On land, you’ll go deep into Denali National Park, tour 
Anchorage, and see the Alaska Wildlife Conservation Center.

Enjoy a fully-escorted 4-island Hawaiian vacation with 
beachfront lodging on Kauai, Maui, and the “Big Island” of 
Hawaii, and a centrally-located hotel in gorgeous Waikiki 
on Oahu. Includes a Pearl Harbor experience where you will 
see the USS Arizona Memorial and Battleship Missouri. Visit 
historic Lahaina, enjoy a boat cruise on the Wailua River and 
authentic Hawaiian entertainment and food at our Farewell 
Feast. Escorted throughout by our friendly Tour Directors—
your local experts. Price includes 3 inter-island � ights.

12 days from $1,849* $1,599*

Departs June - September, 2019
13 days from $2,249* $1,799*

Departs year-round

Save 
$500

per couple

FREE ONBOARD CREDIT

Save up to
$900

per couple

Cardinals avoid player 
arbitration with Wacha

ST. LOUIS (AP) — The 
Cardinals and right-hander 
Michael Wacha avoided arbi-
tration by agreeing to a $6.35 
million contract, a raise of 
$1.05 million.

St. Louis also agreed to 
one-year deals with outfielder 
Marcell Ozuna at $12.25 mil-
lion and right-hander Domi-
nic Leone at $1.26 million.

Wacha’s 2018 season was 
interrupted by a strained 
muscle in his left side. Limit-
ed to 15 starts for St. Louis, he 
went 8-2 with a 3.20 ERA.

He was injured on June 

20 and placed on the 10-day 
disabled list a day later. His 
attempt to return ended when 
he was placed on the 60-day 
DL on Sept. 10.

Ozuna made $9 million last 
year, when he hit .280 with 
23 homers and 88 RBIs in 
his first season with St. Louis 
after being acquired from Mi-
ami in a trade. Leone earned 
$1,085,000 while going 1-2 
with a 4.50 ERA in 29 appear-
ances during his debut season 
with the Cardinals following 
a trade from the Blue Jays in 
January 2018.

Not advertising is like  
blowing kisses in the dark. 

You know what you’re doing,  
but no one else does!

101 N. Central Ave., Paris  217-921-3216
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Nobody covers Edgar County sports 
better than The Prairie Press. 

Nobody.

101 N. Central Paris, Illinois
217-921-3216

(217) 463-3911
112 N Main St  • Paris, IL

We’ve 
got your 

colors

Dalbey Designs

Edgar County’s
Fan Headquarters!

Retail Meat 

Custom

Butchering

Edgar County Locker

Retail Meat/Custom Butchering
edgarcountylocker@gmail.com

810 N. 2nd St.
Marshall, IL 62441
(217) 826-6543

116 E. Steidl Rd.
Paris, IL 61944
(217)466-5000

Sausage $3.29/lb

Mild, Sage, Italian & Honey

Product not available in MN, MT, NH, NM, RI, VT, WA. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this type. Contact us for complete details about this 
insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 for a similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: 
P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN). 6164 AW18-1014

DENTAL Insurance
Physicians Mutual Insurance Company

Get help paying dental bills and 
keep more money in your pocket

Call for your FREE Information Kit
1-855-966-6272 

www.dental50plus.com/network

Non-Hodgkin’s Lymphoma
Roundup®, a common weed and  
grass killer, may be linked to the 
development of Non-Hodgkin’s 
Lymphoma in  farm workers and 
employees in garden centers, nurseries, 
and landscapers. If you or someone 
you care about has been diagnosed 
with Non-Hodgkin’s Lymphoma, 
contact us today as time may be limited.

1-800-460-0606
REsponsIblE attoRnEy: RIchaRd dodd
312 s houston st. camERon, tx 76520 

FoR moRE InFoRmatIon, sEE:

www.RespectForyou.com/nhl

Tough  • ExpEriEncEd • TrusTworThy
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Lady Tigers fall to Mattoon
BY DAN DUNDAS
dandundas82@gmail.com

The Paris girls had their 
chance to knock off the 
Mattoon Lady Green Wave 
Thursday night in Paris, but 
Mattoon managed to escape 
town with a 46-43 win. 

The back and forth game 
saw even play across all four 
quarters, with plenty of three 
point attempts on both sides, 
as well as the usual fast break 
opportunities from Paris. 

Paris found themselves up 
9-2 midway through the first 
after a Madyson Rigdon three 
pointer found the bottom of 
the net, forcing a Mattoon 
timeout. 

Karrington Krabel kept the 
Paris offense afloat with her 
continual drives to the basket 
as she went 5-6 from the free 
throw line in the quarter. 

With both teams knotted 
at 11 moving into the second, 
Jenna Gates nailed a three 
pointer to put Paris up 16-12 
a minute into the second. The 
Lady Tigers extended their 
lead to 20-12, repeatedly get-
ting their hands into passing 
lanes resulting in fast breaks. 
Paris missed a couple of con-
versions, but nonetheless 
played tight defense in the 
second. Their aggressive play 
frustrated the Lady Green 
Wave forcing Mattoon to foul 
and putting them into foul 
trouble halfway through the 
second. 

One their seven threes on 

the night from Mattoon cut 
the lead to 22-19 Paris at half. 

The third quarter was a 
rocky one for the Paris girls. 
The offense ground to a near 
halt, but Mattoon could not 
quite pull away, thanks in part 
to the game long ability of 
Paris to grab seemingly every 
available rebound. Brooklyn 
Westerfield reeled in 10 of her 

own, and Krabel finished with 
8 on the night. 

The quarter ended with 
Madyson Rigdon hitting a 
three with :15 seconds left, 
and Mattoon doing the same 
with :05 left on the clock, put-
ting them up 31-29. 

As Paris began to launch 
three pointers early in the 
fourth, Mattoon nearly pulled 

away, making two threes in a 
row by the 6 minute mark

Down by 8 points at 37-29, 
Paris marched back on a 10-2 
run, started by a Jenna Gates 
three and capped off by a 
Krabel driving layup midway 
through the quarter. 

The game was knotted at 
41 when Mattoon knocked 
down another three pointer 
with a minute and a half left. 
Westerfield made a tough bas-
ket in the low post to cut the 
Mattoon lead to 44-43 at the 
1:10 mark. 

A long Lady Green Wave 
possession ended when they 
missed the first of their bonus 
free throws — but the ball 
was out of bounds on Paris. 

Paris forced the next Lady 
Green Wave possession out 
of bounds, gaining possession 
down one with :26 left. 

While Paris moved the ball 
around the court, Westerfield 
threw a high pass that went 
out of bounds. 

Mattoon made both their 
free throws off of a Paris foul.
The Lady Tigers has a chance 
to tie with :12 left down three 
points. Paris worked the ball 
between Gates and Krabel 
with Gates finally heaving a 
three pointer that was partial-
ly blocked right as the clock 
expired. 

The Lady Tigers will be 
off from the regular season 
schedule was they start up 
the LIC Tournament in New-
ton. 

Michelle Jacobs/The Prairie Press

Lady Tiger Senior Brooklyn Westerfield works her way around the 
Mattoon defense and finds the opening in the lane in the early 
moments of the Lady Tigers game against Mattoon on Thursday, 
January 10 at Paris High School gym.

Bears hire Pagano as D-coach
LAKE FOREST, Ill. (AP) 

— The Chicago Bears rode a 
dominant defense to the NFC 
North championship in a break-
out season. They hope to keep it 
going with a new coordinator.

The Bears hired former In-
dianapolis Colts coach Chuck 
Pagano to replace Vic Fangio 
on Friday, hoping he can help 
them build on what they ac-
complished this season.

Pagano inherits one of the 
NFL’s stingiest defenses after 

Fangio left to take the Denver 
Broncos’ head coaching job. 
He will get to work with one 
of the league’s best pass rush-
ers in Khalil Mack as well as 
two other All-Pros in corner-
back Kyle Fuller and safety 
Eddie Jackson.

Pagano led Indianapolis to 
a 53-43 record and two AFC 
South championships from 
2012 to 2017. He was forced 
to take a leave of absence early 
in his first season to get treat-

ed for leukemia. With offen-
sive coordinator Bruce Arians 
serving as interim head coach, 
the Colts went 9-3 in his ab-
sence after a 1-2 start.

They won 11 games and 
made the playoffs in each of Pa-
gano’s first three seasons before 
injuries to quarterback An-
drew Luck took a toll. Before 
taking the Indianapolis job, he 
spent four seasons under John 
Harbaugh in Baltimore — as 
secondary coach from 2008 to 

2010 and defensive coordina-
tor in 2011, when the Ravens 
went 12-4 and ranked third in 
total defense.

Pagano was a consultant for 
the NFL last season.

“He is a great teacher with 
an aggressive mentality that 
fits our style of football,” 
coach Matt Nagy said. “He is 
a man of high character and 
has a passion for the game 
that will no doubt add to the 
culture we have already start-
ed building at Halas Hall.”

The Bears went 12-4 in 
their first season under Nagy 
after four straight last-place 
finishes and made the playoffs 
for the first time in eight years. 
They finished with their best 
record since the 2006 team 
went 13-3 and reached the 
Super Bowl.

The season ended on a 
gut-wrenching note when 
Cody Parkey’s potential win-
ning field goal hit the left 
upright and crossbar in the 
closing seconds of a 16-15 
wild-card loss to the defend-
ing Super Bowl champion 
Philadelphia Eagles.

In four seasons, Fangio 
helped transform a defense 
that ranked among the worst 
in franchise history. Now, he 
finally has a head coaching job 
after 32 years as an assistant in 
the NFL.

Like Fangio, Pagano has 
experience running 3-4 de-
fenses. He also figures to have 
plenty of autonomy, with 
Nagy focused on the develop-
ment of the offense and quar-
terback Mitchell Trubisky.

Chicago already had a 
top-10 defense when general 
manager Ryan Pace swung a 
blockbuster trade for Mack 
just before the start of the sea-
son. That move showed just 
how serious the Bears were 
about making a jump after 
going 14-34 in three seasons 
under former coach John Fox.

The defense jumped to 
a different level with Mack 
drawing double teams, Full-
er and Jackson emerging, 
and Pro Bowl defensive end 
Akiem Hicks wreaking hav-
oc. Linebacker Roquan Smith 
showed star potential after 
being drafted with the No. 
8 overall pick. Linebacker 
Leonard Floyd and defensive 
tackle Eddie Goldman had 
solid seasons, and it all added 
up to this.

Chicago led the NFL with 
36 takeaways and 27 inter-
ceptions, a huge change after 
three straight years with a 
franchise-worst eight inter-
ceptions. The Bears gave up 
a league-low 17.7 points per 
game and 1,280 yards rush-
ing — a franchise-low for a 
16-game season. They also 
ranked third in total defense 
and tied for third with 50 
sacks.
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Idle talk can be aggravating 
if you’re the listener.  

I’m not certain how to 
define idle 
talk, but it’s 
needless, 
useless and 
worthless, 
serving no 
purpose, 
and accom-
plishing 
nothing.

For 
example, 

have you ever listened to a 
conversation like this?

“It’s my turn.”
“No, it isn’t.”
“Is too.”
“Is not.”
“You’re lying.”
“No I’m not.”
“Yes you are.”
“Nope.”
“Yes.”
“No.”
This could go on and on and 

sometimes does. You feel like a 
fool for getting involved. Then 
just when it seems to end, 
questions pop up

“Are we there yet?”
“How many more miles?”
“Where are we now?”
Though idle talk can be 

boring, some can whet your 
curiosity and be entertaining. 
This gibberish comes from 
so-called experts who have 
read books by real experts or 
who have viewed TV shows 
narrated by real experts. They 
are now fully convinced that:

a. UFOs from outer space 
visit our planet and chase peo-
ple in cars or kill cows or leave 
burnt spots in fields.

b. Our government possesses 
alien bodies, alien spacecraft, 
and has them secretly hidden.

c.  If you only knew how to 
read and understand the con-
stellations, God has messages 
in the sky for us.

d. There are monster wild 
hogs in the swampy wood-
lands of Georgia. None have 
been caught yet, but scientists 
are spending lots of money on 
monitoring equipment – just a 
matter of time.

e. The Loch Ness monster, 
Nessie, is real. So is the one in 
Lake Champlain and there’s 
good evidence of one in Lake 
Okeechobee.

f.  Elvis is alive and well.
Some people are so gullible 

to believe anything, like the 
Kentucky woman who wrote 
this warning:

“DEER TICK WARNING! 
I hate it when people send 
bogus warnings, but this one 
is real. So please send this 
warning to everyone on your 
email list. If someone comes to 
your front door saying they are 
conducting a survey on deer 
ticks and asks you to take your 
clothes off and dance around 
with your arms up – do not do 
it. It is a scam. They only want 
to see you naked. I wish I’d 
gotten this warning yesterday. I 
feel so stupid now.”

Believe it or not, some idle 
talk turns out to be worth-
while. For more than a century 
certain baseball fans spoke 
about next year, the year the 
Cubs would win the pennant. 
Danged if it didn’t actually 
happen not long ago. I reckon 
it might even happen again 
100 years from now.

(Allen “Big Al” Englebright is 
a retired schoolteacher and story-
teller. Contact him at The Prairie 
Press, 101 N. Main, Paris, Ill., 
61944.)

Idle talk

See REYNOLDS, Page 2B

There is a possibility of snow 
this weekend and being winter 
certainly a few severe storms 

ahead. 
Predicting 

weather 
turns out 
to use the 
same math 
analysis as 
understand-
ing financial 
market 
fluctuations. 
This is a 

math developed in the last 30 
years. It often turns out beauti-
ful math rules are found useful 
to describe the world.

Describing a snowflake is 
best done using a branch of 
geometry called Fractal Ge-
ometry. Fractals are geometric 

shapes made of parts where 
each part is a small model of 
the whole. They’re patterns 
that repeat forever, building 
on the base but smaller and 
smaller. 

One of the simplest exam-
ples is a snowflake called the 
Koch Curve. It starts with a 
perfect equilateral triangle 
having all sides equal and then 
builds out with smaller and 
smaller versions. To illustrate, 
visualize a triangle having 
three-inch long sides. Next 
reduce by one-third and build 
a new triangle with one-inch 
sides and place one of these 
in the middle of each original 
side. Now repeat with triangles 
that are one-third of an each on 
each side and place these in the 
middle of the last set, followed 

by triangles of one-ninth of an 
inch per side and continue for-
ever. If this pattern is sketched 
on paper a snowflake appears. 
Another way is to cheat and 
Google a Koch Curve.  

In computer programming, 
this is called recursion. It is the 
process of taking the answer to 
an equation from one step and 
feeding it back into the same 
equation to generate a new 
answer for step two. At each 

repeating step take the answer 
and use it as the input to start 
the next repetition. Repeat as 
many times as desired.

 A fractal shape is a forever 
repeating pattern. It will have 
a maximum bounded area, yet 
the perimeter around the out-
side is infinite and just made 
of smaller and smaller line 
segments. This first appeared 

in a 1904 paper but was not 
fully understood until the early 
1980s.

Polish born Benoit Man-
delbrot is the father of Fractal 
Geometry. A true Renaissance 
man with degrees in math, 
physics and economics, he 
showed the concepts applied 
to geometry and equally 
to movements of financial 
market. A stock price chart can 
be broken into small repeating 
segments. 

Stories of a young physicist 
named Mitchell Feigenbaum 
are legendary. He was at Los 
Alamos to study turbulence 
in fluids and had a habit of 
taking walks along a stream to 
think. One afternoon he was 
contemplating how to measure 
the stream’s shoreline. It can’t 

be done with long straight-line 
measures because the water 
edge is jagged. No matter how 
small a segment you try the 
edge is broken into yet smaller 
pieces. It goes forever as a 
fractal pattern. 

Remember, he is working 
on turbulence and next looks 
at the water flow. He sees the 
rippling water of swirls and 
eddies and realizes this can also 
be broken into fractals.

Feigenbaum became 
obsessed, working for months 
on 22-hour days and living 
on coffee and cigarettes. He 
learned to program computers 
and crunched long repeating 
equations with recursion 
subroutines. He found a fractal 
constant that like gravity or 

Mathematics, nature, and chaos converge in study of fractals

TERRY
SULLIVAN
ARMCHAIR
SCIENCE

See SULLIVAN, Page 9B

ALLEN
ENGLEBRIGHT
OLD
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My introduction to journal-
ism confronted me when I 
walked into the newspaper of-
fice, having 
been sent 
there by a 
friend who 
happened 
to be a big 
advertiser. 
The guy 
standing 
before me, 
I have to 
admit, was 
intimidat-
ing.

You worry about a 
red-headed, flat-topped, hulk 
of a man, with a glowering 
face, that one could intermit-
tently make out behind the 
smoke that issued from the 
cigarette, dangling precarious-
ly, from his mouth.

He wore a white, no-non-
sense white shirt and tie 
(which, in his case, was a 
contradiction). A pack of 
cigarettes peeked from his 
shirt pocket. He smelled like 
tobacco, which was common 
in the days before it became 
the fashionable rage to stamp 
out smoking.

We went to see the publish-
er, a man with the contained 
energy of Vesuvius. What 
happened next is murky, but 
I got the job. They had seen 
my writing, which at the time, 
appeared in our town’s Jaycees 
Club newsletter.

Aside from never having 
written for a newspaper – my 
majors at Eastern Illinois 
University were English and 
political science, with minors 
in history and Latin – the 
most significant thing about 
me was not being able to type.

In those, days, one could 
write term papers by hand, 
which I did. So, there I was, 
sitting at a desk in the news-
paper office. My introduction 
was the world of the dead – 
specifically, obituaries.

I consumed more time 
writing an obituary than 
Charles Dickinson spent on 
“Bleak House.” On the third 
day, it was apparent the editor 
was seriously considering 
firing me. But, the cigarette-
dangling-from-his-lips guy, 
decided to give me one last 
chance.

He dispatched me to 
interview a local businessman 
who had traveled to Israel. 
The piece, having pleased the 
businessman, and not having 
mortified the editor, I was 
permitted to conquer the 
typewriter, one key stroke at 
a time.

Our newspaper, confined 
to an ancient building, 
bobbled like a bowlful of 
jelly when the monster in the 
basement roared. Newspapers 
were pretty relaxed in those 
days. We drank beer as the 
press did its thing.

When someone was fired, 
they got their things together 
in a leisurely manner and ex-
ited the building. These days, 
when someone is career-al-
ternative enhanced, they are 
escorted out the door by a 
SWAT team.

The operation in the back 
shop was commanded by a 
little man, perpetually red 
in the face, and of a nature 
not disposed to friendship. 
Whenever a tray of type was 

On-the-job 
journalism

HARRY
REYNOLDS
ANOTHER
LOOK

By SUZANNE WILLIAMS
swilliamsprairiepress@gmail.com

Kitchen technology innovation 
was the focus of a “What’s New In 
The Kitchen” program Tuesday, Jan. 
8, at the Paris Public Library. 

Led by University of Illinois exten-
sion nutrition and wellness educator 
Mary Liz Wright, as part of the Nutri-
tion and Wellness Series, the program 
reviewed the Spiralizer, heavy-duty 
blenders, the air fryer and the newest 
electric pressure cookers.

“We are going to learn what is new 
out there in the kitchen,” said Wright. 
“Then we will identify the purpose 
and function of the newest appliance 
and their economic value.”

The Spiralizer, introduced to the 
market in 2014, is used in the kitch-
en for cutting vegetables and fruits 
such as apples, cucumbers, potatoes, 
carrots and even parsnips. The food 
is pressed between the turning han-
dle and the blade, which cuts it into 
spirals

Often the spiralized food is used as 
an alternative to pasta and is popular 
for creating lower carbohydrate food 
options. 

Wright discussed the pros and cons 
of the Spiralizer and explained there 
are three versions of the gadget – 
handheld, countertop models and an 
electric version. 

Spiralizers are usually equipped 
with three blades. The flat blade 
cuts the produce into round noodle 
shapes much like spaghetti. Anoth-
er blade creates ribbons and a large 
wide-blade produces a spiral strand.

Spiralized vegetables are easily fro-
zen explained Wright especially sweet 
potatoes, butternut squash, beets, 
carrots and broccoli stems. They may 
also be stored in water in the refrigera-
tor for up to three days.

Heavy-duty blenders range in price 
from $150 to $500 and are good for 
making soups, smoothies, sauces, nut 
butter and even grain flours.

“A question is to ask yourself is ‘Is 
this for you?’ because they are quite 
the investment,” said Wright. 

She noted the difference in a 
heavy-duty blender is the shape of the 
container, which is narrow and angled 
at the base creating a vortex in which 
the food pieces pass through the 
blades frequently creating a smoother 
evenly chopped-up product.

Another popular small appliance 
on the market is the air fryer that 
originated in Europe and Australia in 

Foodies have new tools
Suzanne Williams/The Prairie Press 

Mary Liz Wright, right, serves a sample of apple salad she made during a demonstration of new kitchen gadgets Tuesday, Jan. 9, 
at the Paris Public Library.

2010 before spreading to the Asian 
and North American markets. 

The fryers operate by circulating 
hot air containing extremely fine 
droplets of oil around the food and 
work similar to a convection ap-
pliance said Wright. She added air 
fryers cook faster than an oven pro-
ducing food with crispy and crunchy 
exteriors and can replace typically 
fried food such as french fries and fro-
zen breaded products.

“A benefit is they use 70 to 85 per-
cent less oil than traditional frying,” 

said Wright. 
Other dishes made in the air fry-

ers include fish, breaded appetizers, 
steak, chicken, potatoes and even 
desserts such as brownies, cakes and 
churros.

Pressure cooking is experiencing a 
resurgence with models available as 
either stovetop or electric versions. 
The steam locked inside the cook-
er reaches temperatures above the 
boiling point, which cooks the food 
quicker at a higher temperature.

QUICK BURRITO BOWLS

1 lb. boneless skinless chicken  
        breasts cut into one-inch chunks

1 cup low sodium chicken broth
1 pkg low sodium taco seasoning mix
1 15 oz can of no-salt-added corn   

        drained
1 15 oz can of no-salt-added black  

        beans
1 cup of salsa
1 4.5 oz. can chopped chilies
1 cup long grain brown rice
1 cup shredded low fat cheese
Cilantro and plain Greek yogurt  

        (optional)
Combine chicken broth and raw 

chicken in inner pot of pressure cooker.
Stir in corn, beans, salsa and chil-

ies. Add rice to top. Do not stir.
Using the manual setting put 

electric pressure cooker on high for 
10 minutes.

Use the machine’s quick release 
valve to reduce the steam. Wait until 
the float valve drops according to the 
manufacturer’s instructions.

Open the pressure cooker and add 
cheese.

Add cilantro and yogurt (optional)

This recipe works for either an 
electric pressure cooker on an 
Instant Pot

SPIRALIZED APPLE SPAGHETTI 
WITH CINNAMON DRESSING 

1 or 2 red delicious apples
1 6 oz lite vanilla yogurt
¼ teaspoon ground cinnamon
¼ teaspoon vanilla extract              

         (optional)

¼ cup chopped walnuts

Attach apple to a spiralizer and cut 
into ribbons.

Whisk yogurt, cinnamon and vanilla 
together in a bowl until well blended. 
Add apple and toss to coat. 

Garnish with walnuts

Suzanne Williams/The Prairie Press 

The Spiralizer is one of the new kitchen gadgets extension educator Mary Liz 
Wright reviewed during a special presentation at the Paris Public Library. As 
set up in the photo, the device is cutting an apple into a long, thin ribbon.

See TOOLS, Page 2B
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TOPS #IL 1563 met Thurs-
day Jan. 3 with 18 members 
attending the meeting.  

Club member Janet Embry 
was honored for reaching her 
goal weight and achieving her 
KOPS status. Embry was also 
named the best walker and 
won the walking drawing and 
food chart drawings for the 
meeting. Members walked a 
total of 33 miles. 

The program was given by 
Sue Bennett who asked each 
member to make monthly 
weight loss goals for 2019. 

TOPS #IL 1563 meets ev-
ery Thursday at the Highland 
Manor Community Room, 

TOPS meet in new year

MILESTONES

Lages’ 60th anniversary

John and Shirley Lage, for-
merly of Paris, will celebrate 
their 60th wedding anniversa-
ry Jan. 19. They we married in 
Steward in 1959. 

She is the daughter of the 
late Ralph and Betty Larabee 
of Steward, and he is the son 
of the late John and Ethel Lage 
and the late George and Ruby 
Franklin. He retired from 
Northrup King after more 
than 30 years working at Ro-
chelle, Paris and Indianapolis, 
Ind. 

In addition to Paris, the cou-
ple made homes in Scarboro 
and Paw Paw in Illinois and 
Greencastle, Ind. They were 
active in the Paw Paw Presby-
terian Church, Paris Presbyte-
rian Church and Greencastle 

SHARE YOUR MILESTONE: Submit news of your anniversary, en-
gagement, wedding or birth for free: email nzeman@prairiepress.
net or mail The Prairie Press, 101 N. Central, Paris, Ill., 61944. 

Christian Church.
They have five children, 

John ( Jan) Lage of Roches-
ter, Minn., William (Pamela) 
Lage of Brazil Ind., Janice 
(Dirk) Wolgast of Oswego, 
Renee Socia of Troup, Tex-
as, and Maria (Demetrius)
Gibson of Hoffman Estates; 
nine grandchildren; and seven 
great-grandchildren.

The Lages helped raise nu-
merous foster children and 
opened their house to other 
family members whom they 
consider family as well.

Cards with a note about 
why they are special or a per-
sonal remembrance may be 
sent to John and Shirley Lage, 
119 Deer Creek Hills, Green-
castle, Ind. 46135.

Digital-format magazines 
available at Paris Library
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Paris Public Library, in part-
nership with Illinois Heartland 
Library System, now offers the 
digital-magazine service RB-
digital.  

RBdigital features full-col-
or, digital magazines for in-
stant desktop reading, mobile 
streaming and mobile-app 
download. With this service, li-
brary patrons can add new and 
back issues to personal read-
ing libraries with no holds, no 
checkout periods and no limits 
to the number of magazines 
checked out and downloaded. 
Personal notifications for favor-
ite magazines, assures patrons 
never miss an issue.

Some titles available through 
RBdigital include HGTV Mag-

azine, Newsweek, Family Tree, 
Smithsonian and Yoga Journal. 
There are 62 magazine titles 
available through the service.

In addition, RBdigital in-
cludes 400+ audiobooks and 
a small collection of classic eb-
ooks that check out much like 
those in MyMediaMall (Over-
drive) and Cloud Library.

According to librarian Tere-
sa Pennington, the library has 
subscribed to RBdigital on a 
six-month trial basis to see if lo-
cal library users enjoy the new 
digital options. The 51 maga-
zines checked out in the early 
weeks of the new service indi-
cate it may be popular in Paris.

Visit Paris Public Library 
for more information on how 
to access this service, or go to 
www.parispubliclibrary.org.

CHRISMAN — The 
Knot, an online wedding 
planning service, recently 
named The Mill at Sugar 
Grove as a 2019 winner of 
The Knot Best of Weddings 
Awards.

 Only four percent of hun-
dreds of thousands of local 
wedding professionals listed 
on The Knot receive this dis-
tinguished award. Recipients 
are selected based on reviews 

by real couples their families 
and wedding guests. This is a 
for-couples guide created by 
couples identifying the top 
wedding professionals across 
the country. 

 “It is such an honor repre-
senting Edgar and Vermillion 
counties by being selected as 
The Best of Weddings 2019,” 
said Jacob P. Roskovensky, 
owner of The Mill at Sugar 
Grove. “Hosting so many 

happy couples on the farm 
during their wedding day has 
been a privilege.” 

 The Mill at Sugar Grove is 
a 1950s era barn, nestled on 
the corner of a 40-acre farm 
on the lllinois-Indiana state 
line, one mile west of Saint 
Bernice, Ind. It is a rustical-
ly-elegant event venue capa-
ble of comfortably seating 
more than 350 people. Some 
highlights include a foyer 

that can be driven through, 
the ballroom boasting five 
chandeliers, an outdoor pa-
vilion, numerous outdoor 
ceremony locations, two 
kitchenettes, multiple bath-
rooms, changing rooms and 
grounds with mature trees. 
More information is avail-
able by visiting The Mill on-
line at www.themillatsugar-
grove.com or www.facebook.
com/themillatsugargrove. 

Local venue awarded Best of Weddings 2019

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

HUME – Shiloh Elementa-
ry School has released the sec-
ond quarter honor roll.

Third grade: high honors 
– Sawyer Anderson, Seth An-
derson, Dakovanie Donithan, 
Nathan Queen and Chase 
Rhode; honors – Stella Bris-
eno, Haylee Buckler, Kalvin 
Budd, Jeremiah Elliot, Trace 
Galyen, Avery Grise, Wesley 
Harbaugh, Kaylynn Key, Rob-
ert Kirkman, Jerry Knifley, Wy-
att McClain, Emma Morfey, 
Hailey Queen, Hunter Reese, 
Ella Sallee and Devin Wright.

Fourth grade: high honors 
– Wyatt Ash, Ella Bennett, 

Shiloh Elementary 
honor roll announced

Ali Cash, Eyan Keys, Tayler 
Rardin, Taylor Williams, 
Judd Wolfe and Addison 
Wright; honors – Keisha 
Budd, Ahlyssa Garwood, 
Fallyn McCasland, Kyrstin 
Michael, Nicolas Powell, 
Nathan Queen, Garyson 
Raynor, Chloe Thompson 
and Trevir Trotter

Fifth grade: no high hon-
ors; honors – Gracie Baugh, 
Reegan Boothe, Kennedy 
Brown, Adysen Colvin, Clay 
Kibler, Rylee Lamar, Maggie 
Milburn, Allowyn Nichols, 
Lucas Reynolds, Brooklynn 
Tharp, Brylee Wallen, Hen-
nessey White and Easton 
Wilson.

Play the WHEEL OF JACK
twice every weekday!

Mornings 5:30–9
Afternoons 2–5

and free money, too!

GREATEST HITS of the
60s, 70s, 80s & 90s

You could win $1000
or $2000 on

Double Jack Thursday!

NOW STREAMING
24 HOURS A DAY!

Listen online at
wmmcradio.com

Find us on Facebook!

Winter Hours

217-826-8831

Winter Wine 
& Dine 

January 15, 6 p.m. 
RESERVATIONS AVAILABLE!
Also, taking reservations for 

Valentine’s Day Dinner

Thursday and Friday 11 a.m.-8 p.m.
Saturday 8 a.m.-8 p.m.,  Sunday 8 a.m.-2 p.m. 

Closed Monday-Wednesday

Lincoln Trail Family Restaurant
Lincoln Trail State Park

Not advertising …

You know what you’re doing, but no one else does!
is like blowing kisses in the dark.

101 N. Central Ave., Paris  217-921-3216

with weigh-in beginning 
at 8 a.m. and the meeting 
starting at 9 a.m. Visitors 
and new members are al-
ways welcome and more 
information is available by 
calling 251-5190.

TOPS #IL 2318 met 
Tuesday, Jan. 8, with 15 
members weighing in and 
15 attending the meeting. 

Members recognized 
were: Jayne Peters, TOPS 
weekly loser; Mary Ruth 
Clark, KOPS weekly loser 
and KOPS drawing winner; 
Sharon Phillips, top walker; 
Patty Felgenhauer, top exer-
ciser; and Myndy Wooten, 
top cyclist.

Janice Steven delivered a 
program about Dear Abby’s 
New Beginnings.

TOPS #Il. 2318 meets ev-
ery Tuesday in the basement 
of the Presbyterian Church. 
Weigh-in is 5:45-6:50 p.m., 
and the meeting starts at 7 
p.m. More information is 
available by calling 217-808-
0078 or 217-822-6300.

TOOLS
FROM PAGE 1B

Wright said pressure cook-
ers and pressure canners are 
not the same thing.

“They (pressure canners) 
are explicitly used for pre-
serving low acid foods such 
as meat and vegetables,” said 
Wright, noting pressure can-
ners work by reaching tem-
peratures higher than a water 
bath canner to destroy harm-
ful microorganisms and main-
tain consistent pressure over 
time. 

Wright emphasized a pres-
sure cooker is not safe for the 
canning process. 

“A canner is very different 
from a pressure cooker,” she 
said.

One of the most popular 
recent kitchen appliances 
is the Instant Pot and prod-
ucts similar to that which are 
classified as multi-cookers. 
“Multi-cookers are typically 
an electric pressure cooker 
with additional functions 
such as being a slow cooker, 
rice cooker, yogurt maker and 
used as a steamer or to sauté 
food,” said Wright.

They have many advantages 
such as quick, less expensive 
meals, more flavor, safe and 
efficient by using less energy 
and provide more nutrients. 

Some disadvantages in-
clude they are bulky requir-
ing large counter space areas, 
pricey and require initial edu-
cation by reading the instruc-
tions. 

“Every one of them oper-
ates slightly different,” said 
Wright. “It is a learning curve.” 

For some people, the in-
ability to check on the food 
during the cooking process 
may be a drawback. 

“Pressure cookers 
lock and food cannot be 
checked on throughout the 
cooking period to watch for 
overcooking,” said Wright.

She explained the many 
parts of the different cooker 
appliances before discussing 
the three different ways to re-
lease the pressure, all of which 
require safety measures. 

The three ways are quick re-
lease, natural release and com-
bination release. 

“Never force the lid open 
and use oven mitts for the 
quick release,” cautioned 
Wright. 

More information about 
all of the devices is available 
on the Extension’s website at 
https://web.extension.illi-
nois.edu/ and clicking on the 
YouTube tab at the top of the 
page. PDFs are also available 
by searching for the appropri-
ate kitchen appliances.

We are … 
 Edgar  
County. 

101 N. Central Ave., Paris
    217-921-3216

dropped (setting a tray of 
type was tedious work, and 
took time), he bellowed.  
Sometimes, he just bel-
lowed.

I never witnessed it, but 
a guy in the back shop said 
the profanity would kill a 
preacher. Eventually, the 
shop foreman was sent on 
his prone, ill-disposed way. 
You rarely know people 
who were so obnoxious 
that you missed them..

I came in the twilight 
of the Linotype and the 
birth of the computer. 
Our first computer, we 
convinced ourselves, took 
pleasure in sending what 
we wrote into oblivion. 
When that happened, the 
screen flashed with “Sorry 
Turkey.”

It still leaves a bad taste 
in my mouth.  

  (Harry Reynolds is a 
retired editor and columnist 
from the Mattoon Journal 
Gazette and Charleston 
Time-Courier. He recently 
started writing occasional 
columns for the fun of it, in 
which he offers a different 
look at life and aging. Email 
him at reynoldsharry1943@
gmail.com)

REYNOLDS
FROM PAGE 1B
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Say you’re out walking in the 
desert and see a flash of light in 
the sky that you can’t identify. 
If this happened between 1952 
and 1969, you could report 
that light to Project Blue Book, 
the U.S. Air Force’s project to 
investigate unidentified flying 
objects — aka, UFOs.

Project Blue Book was the 
longest-running official gov-
ernment inquiry into UFOs. 
Based at the Wright-Patter-
son Air Force Base in Dayton, 
Ohio, the project investigated 
thousands of incidents. 

An official questionnaire 
asked UFO sighters to describe 
exactly what they saw and 
when they saw it. A section of 
the questionnaire instructed:

“Draw a picture that will 
show the shape of the object 
or objects. Label and include 
in your sketch any details of 
the object that you saw such as 
wings, protrusions, etc., and es-
pecially exhaust trails or vapor 
trails. Place an arrow beside the 
drawing to show the direction 
the object was moving.”

One of the most famous 
sightings reported to Project 
Blue Book was the 1964 Lon-
nie Zamora incident just south 
of Socorro, N.M. Zamora was 
a policeman who, while on 
patrol, saw an egg-shaped craft 
fly over his car and land. He 
drove over to it and spied two 
figures outside of the craft, who 
then entered it and took off 
again. Of the more than 12,000 
UFO sightings between 1947 
and 1969  the Air Force inves-
tigated, the Zamora incident 
remains one of the 701 unex-
plained sightings.

The Air Force’s investiga-
tion of UFOs started in 1948 
with Project Sign. The year 
before, a businessman named 
Kenneth Arnold had claimed 
that, while flying a plane near 
Mount Rainier in Washing-
ton state, he’d spied nine cres-
cent-shaped objects speeding 
along, “like saucers skipping on 
water.” 

Newspaper accounts  mix-
ing up his words helped popu-
larize the term flying saucer.

After the Mount Rainier 
incident, UFO sightings in-
creased, and the Air Force de-
cided to study them. 

The country was in the ear-
ly stages of the Cold War, and 
some officials suspected these 
mysterious objects were secret 
Soviet Union aircrafts that 
posed a threat to the U.S.

The Air Force’s first UFO 
investigation, Project Sign, was 
succeeded in 1949 by Project 
Grudge, which shut down at 
the end of that year after con-
cluding that UFO sightings 
were the result of hysteria, 
hoaxes, mental illness or the 
misidentification of known 
objects. 

Although Grudge reported  
UFOs warranted no further 
study, the Air Force’s UFO in-
vestigation started up again in 
1952 with Project Blue Book.  

Since Project Blue Book 
ended in 1969, there has been 
no formal government project 
to which the American public 
can report UFO sightings. But 
that doesn’t mean the govern-
ment hasn’t continued to inves-
tigate them.

 In December 2017, The 
New York Times reported  
the Pentagon, with the help of 
former Senator Harry Reid, 
had started a secret Advanced 

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS
www.history.com

At 10 p.m. on Dec. 3, 1973, a 37-year 
old trucker from Overland Park, Kan., 
named J.W. Edwards stopped his rig 
suddenly in the middle of Interstate 
I-80 near Blakeslee, Pa., and picked up 
his CB radio microphone. The insur-
rection he was about to start — using 
his now-famous handle “River Rat” — 
gave America’s independent truckers 
their first national voice and, along the 
way, elevate them to folk hero status.

Edwards was beyond frustrated and 
scared for his livelihood. His job haul-
ing meat from the Midwest to New 
York had become an agonizing slog be-
cause an oil embargo — levied by the 
Middle Eastern petroleum-producing 
cartel OPEC against the United States 
for its support of Israel — had dramat-
ically jacked up diesel fuel prices. With 
rationing imposed, he was stopping at 
virtually every filling station along his 
route. 

Worse still, the federal government 
was considering a national maximum 
speed limit of 55 m.p.h. For long-haul 
drivers, time lost meant money lost 
and oil geopolitics had made Edwards’ 
$12,000-a-year job even more precari-
ous. Near Blakeslee, his tank reached 
empty. Out of fuel, but full of frustra-
tion that truckers were the forgotten 
little guys in the global fossil-fuel wars, 
Edwards decided — on the spot — to 
take to his CB and make some noise.

In the 1970s, truck drivers com-
monly used Citizens Band (CB) radio 
to alert their fellow big-rig drivers to 
traffic conditions, choice fueling spots 
and lurking police traps. Without prop-
er FCC radio licenses and reluctant to 
announce their real names over the 
airwaves, truckers assumed fanciful 
handles and developed colorful slang. 

They called diesel fuel motion lotion. 
They dubbed toll booths cash registers. 
Police became bears: Smokey bears for 
state troopers who wore campaign hats 
like Smokey the Bear, bears in the air for 
police helicopters. Feeding the bears 
meant paying for a ticket — something 
more truckers were doing due to new 
speed restrictions. 

The OPEC embargo accelerated 
the CB’s popularity, mostly because it 
allowed drivers to share places to find 
motion lotion.

As other truckers stopped to help 
Edwards, he broadcast via CB that he 
was blocking the interstate to protest 
high gas prices, limited fuel supply and 
the proposed speed limit. Instantly, he 
found sympathy. 

One trucker stated, “If a man is going 
to be broke, he might as well go broke 
sitting still.” Others — with handles 
like Flying Dutchman and Captain 
Zag — soon joined in. Within an hour, 
hundreds of rigs came to a halt on I-80. 
The action paralyzed more than 1,000 
vehicles in a jam extending 12 miles in 

both directions. 
News of River Rat’s protest spread. 

Within hours, trucker demonstrations 
peppered the nation’s highways, with 
thousands slowing or stopping their ve-
hicles, snarling travel for miles. By Dec. 
4, more than 10 states saw demonstra-
tions by angry drivers who demanded 
to be heard by the federal government 
— and weren’t afraid to hold up their 
deliveries to do so. One quipped that he 
didn’t think Congress would act, “until 
those people run out of toilet paper.”

The vast majority of dissenting truck-
ers were independents who owned 
and operated their vehicles — unlike 
unionized Teamsters who typically 
hauled for large shipping companies. 
Independents hauled about 70 percent 
of the country’s freight, according to 
Interstate Commerce Commission 
estimates. Most had their entire lives 
mortgaged into their expensive rigs and 
had the most to lose from the embargo. 
River Rat Edwards was not an own-
er-operator himself. 

BY TOM EMERY
ilcivilwar@yahoo.com

In recent times, U.S. 
presidents have followed a 
familiar pattern after leaving 
office.  Rake in big bucks 
on the lecture circuit. Get a 
huge advance for writing a 
memoir that is usually panned 
by critics. Get involved in a 
global cause or two. Work on 
their presidential libraries.

By contrast, the lives of 
past retired presidents were 
considerably different. Some 
continued their political 
careers, while others struggled 
with financial woes. Others 
made another run for the 
White House, while some 
died shortly after leaving it.

Today, a president’s last day 
in the White House marks 
the end of his public service 
career. Some past presidents, 
though, went back to 

Washington in lesser roles. A 
year after leaving office, John 
Quincy Adams was elected 
to the U.S. House, becoming 
the only former president to 
serve in that body. He spent 
17 years in the House.

Forty years later, Andrew 
Johnson failed in bids for the 
U.S. Senate in 1871 and the 
House a year later. Finally 
in 1875, he was a legislative 
appointment to the Senate, 
the only ex-president to serve 
in the upper chamber.  He 
died a few months after taking 
office.  

William Howard Taft was 
appointed Chief Justice of 
the U.S. Supreme Court in 
1921, a position he held for 
nine years to considerable 
accolades. It was a dream 
job for Taft, as he had always 
coveted a justiceship – even 
more than the presidency. 

On a state level, John 
Adams, James Madison, and 
James Monroe were each 
delegates to constitutional 
conventions in their 
respective states after their 
presidential terms. Adams was 
one of several who were also 
presidential electors at later 
conventions.   On the other 
side, John Tyler, a secession 
advocate, was elected to a seat 
in the Confederate House 
of Representatives from his 
native Virginia in 1861. 

In  three cases, ex-
presidents made later runs for 
the White House on third-
party tickets.  Martin Van 
Buren was the presidential 
candidate on the Free-Soil 
ticket in 1848, while Millard 
Fillmore ran as a Know-
Nothing eight years later.  In 
1912, Theodore Roosevelt 
made a celebrated run on the 

Bull Moose party, which had 
helped split the Republicans.  
None of the three came close 
to winning.

Roosevelt was among the 
most traveled of presidents 
in his era, taking excursions 
on an African safari and a 
Brazilian expedition in which 
he contracted malaria and 
nearly died.   A proficient 
writer, he wrote dozens of 
books in his pre- and post-
presidential days, served as 
associate editor of Outlook 
magazine from 1910-
1914, and was an editorial 
contributor to the Kansas 
City Star for a time in 1917. 

Similarly, Calvin Coolidge 
wrote a daily newspaper 
column in his post-White 
House life and contributed 
to such magazines as the 
Saturday Evening Post.  
Coolidge, though, enjoyed 

only a short retirement, as 
did Lyndon Baines Johnson, 
who both died four years 
after leaving office. The 
first president, George 
Washington, lived less than 
three years after his terms. 

Chester A. Arthur, who 
was wracked with a severe 
kidney ailment, only lived for 
20 months after his last day 
in office, while James Polk 
survived a mere three and 
a half months after leaving 
Washington. 

Many former presidents 
have lived in comparative 
wealth, but some were 
plagued by financial woes, 
including Andrew Jackson.  
James Monroe left office 
$75,000 in debt, a staggering 
figure for the time.   Harry S 
Truman also suffered financial 
troubles in retirement.

There are more oppor-
tunities for those interested 
in local history to visit the 
grounds of 
the Edgar 
County 
Historical 
Society 
located at 
408 North 
Main 
Street, 
Paris. 

Down 
through 
the years many individuals 
and groups have made a 
visit there to travel back 
in time to the 1800s and 
the past heritage of Edgar 
County through its many 
displays and exhibits. 
Periodically, presentations 
of interest may capture 
the imagination of times 
gone by for those attend-
ing them. In the past few 
months, we have had 
discussion groups that told 
about old-time Paris and 
the part the railroad played 
in the history of our county. 

Phil Lewis gave us useful 
insight to the significance of 
World War I, and I present-
ed a program about the Bi-
centennial of Illinois. There 
will be several presentations 
in the future about items 
important to our fair 
city and the neighboring 
communities and possibly 
a noted speaker about the 
Holocaust. 

These are other oppor-
tunities besides the efforts 
made by the society with 
the Walk Through History 
led by Beth Laborde that 
involve the area fourth 
grade students during the 
Honeybee Festival. Guides 
led 195 students, other 
visitors and family groups 
through several stations 
that portrayed past ways of 
living in our county. 

The 2018 Walk Through 
History included a tour 
of the Arthur House by a 
costumed Greg and Patti 
McHenry, a French fur 
trader portrayed by Sean 
Robinson, making candles 
the old fashioned way with 
Mindy Mood, bringing 

Historical 
society 
makes the 
old new 

ROGER
STANLEY
NOTES FROM 
THE PRAIRIE
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Trucker protests fueled nation
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Project Blue 
Book fed 
the public’s 
imagination  
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Presidential retirements

Special to The Prairie Press

The citizens band radio — also known as the C.B. radio — continues to be a way 
truckers stay in touch concerning traffic snarls, construction and speed traps on the 
nation’s interstates.

Special to The Prairie Press/ The Prairie Press

In 1973, American truckers shut down America to protest oil prices — and became folk heroes. The strike started when one driver, 
mad as hell about the OPEC oil crisis, turned off his engine and got on his CB radio.

Medicine has changed
over the years ...

Our customer
service hasn’t.

                                              Steve Benefiel R.PH                    Dustin Melton, R.PH.
Denise Allanson, R.PH      Missy Speicher, PharmD

Jackie Owen, PharmD

Life (and sometimes death) after the White House looked different for each president

AMERICA’S MOST POPULAR TRAFFIC JAM
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The nationwide strikes lasted 
three days, with the federal gov-
ernment initially shrugging off 
the problem to the states. Most 
of the protests were peaceable. 
In Ohio, however, the governor 
deployed the National Guard 
to remove trucks by force and 
use tear gas to disperse recalci-
trant drivers. 

Some leaders met with 
truckers. In Pennsylvania, a 
sympathetic Governor Milton 
Shapp sat down with Edwards 
and his colleagues. Shapp, 
whose own first job was driv-
ing a coal truck, said he would 
work to get more fuel allocated 
for rigs, a promise that tempo-
rarily mollified the strikers. In 
a three-hour meeting in Wash-
ington, D.C., Treasury Secre-
tary Claude S. Brinegar also 
promised relief, impressing 
Edwards: “He’s as honest as he 
can possibly be and fair. I don’t 
believe the Queen of England 
would have received better 
treatment.” Afterward, with the 
help of a high-powered Coast 
Guard CB transmitter, River 
Rat broadcast a cool it message 
for several hours, calling to end 
the strikes. Most obeyed.

Because these brief protests 
failed to significantly disrupt 
the country’s supply chain, 
government officials sat on 
their promises. With fuel pric-
es still surging, independent 
truckers continued their work 
stoppages, including a two-day 
strike on Dec. 13-14. To keep 
as many trucks as possible idle, 
zealous protestors harassed 
and sabotaged nonparticipat-
ing operators, slashing tires, 
shooting vehicles and in one 

Thomas Jefferson’s chron-
ic money troubles induced 
him to sell his 6,500-volume 
personal library to the govern-
ment after the British burned 
Washington in 1814.  

The Library of Congress was 
among the buildings lost, and 
Jefferson’s collection became 
its new nucleus.

Ulysses S. Grant, who strug-
gled with money throughout 
his adult life, was writing his 
memoirs just before his death 
in 1885 to provide for his fami-
ly.  Prior to that, he had traveled 
the globe, to great adoration.   
He was also a strong candidate 

in Republican convention bal-
loting for a return trip to the 
White House in 1880 before 
falling victim to a deadlock. 

After his second term in of-
fice, Grover Cleveland taught 
at Princeton, where his uni-
versity president was future 
U.S. chief executive Woodrow 
Wilson. 

Wilson’s post-presidential 
life was miserable, as he was 
largely incapacitated from a 
stroke he suffered in office and 
survived only three years.

Other ex-presidents in poor 
health include Dwight D. 
Eisenhower, who may have 
suffered as many as six heart 
attacks, and Lyndon Johnson, 
another beset by heart issues. 

Herbert Hoover had one 
of the longest presidential re-
tirements, living 31 years after 
exiting office. He continued 
his worldwide relief efforts to 
combat hunger, a departure 
from his image of leaving vic-
tims of the Great Depression 
to their own wares.  

Though not considered a 
great chief executive, Jimmy 
Carter has won acclaim for his 
global initiatives, winning the 
2002 Nobel Peace Prize for his 
humanitarian endeavors and 
efforts at peace between Egypt 
and Israel.

Eight presidents had no re-
tirements at all, as they died in 
office – four by assassination 
and four by illness. 

up the water bucket from the 
old well and visiting the rustic 
Eslinger Cabin with Lucy 
Trine as the host. 

Students were energetic 
in trying the old games from 
the past, getting to core and 
peel apples with a unique little 
machine, making their own 
memento by tin punching led 
by the kids from Crestwood 
and also listening to the honey 
bee lady, Kristy Dooley. 

In late November, the 
cabin was opened again for A 
Colonial Christmas in the Cab-
in hosted by Sean Robinson 
and Danny Briseno where 
old-fashioned cider and hot 
chocolate were served. There is 
an ongoing quest for Looking 
for Lincoln found in the Annex 
and scattered in key locations 
throughout our fair city, which 
was spearheaded by the late 
Chuck Hand with a committee 
chosen to help him. 

In an effort to reinvigorate 
the historical society, there are 
new faces in our organization 
and plans are being made for 
history to be brought to life 
again in Edgar County. This 
involves more public access 
with opening the grounds for 
tours from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. the 
first and third Saturdays of the 
month.

Rosie and I just led a tour for 
our new tour guide Brylynn 
Ellis so she in turn can lead 
others. Danny Briseno is avail-
able to do tours by arrange-
ment from 9 a.m. through 2 
p.m. Wednesdays. Tours can be 

scheduled through the Edgar 
County Historical Society’s 
website by filling out a form 
found under the about us 
button. Tours may also be ar-
ranged by calling the historical 
society at 217-463-5305, Greg 
McHenry at 217-466-5620 
or Rosie and Roger Stanley at 
217-822-4558. 

The genealogical library 
is also open 9 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Wednesday through Friday for 
those interested in finding the 
histories of family members 
and the written history of Ed-
gar County as well as Paris. 

I encourage those who have 
never seen our facilities and 
those who would like to see 
more to come aboard. You may 
not get to do all the things the 
fourth graders do, but you can 
see the many items in our mu-
seum, take time to look over all 
the relics in the Arthur House 
and see the old log cabin that 
was originally built in 1832.

Wouldn’t it be delightful to 
hear and old Edison phono-
graph being played, learn about 
the county residents and places 
visited by Abraham Lincoln? 
There are also many surprises 
in the museum that you have 
to see to believe. Exhibits are 
changed from time to time so 
if you were there before there 
will be something new. What 
would life be if we didn’t un-
derstand a bit about our own 
history and our forefathers’ 
lives? 

(Roger Stanley is a lifelong 
resident of Edgar County, an 
author and retired farmer. Email 
him at rstanley1937@hotmail.
com.) 
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Aerospace Threat Identifi-
cation Program in 2007 to 
look into UFO sightings.

Even though the U.S. 
government is no lon-
ger soliciting public sub-
missions, there are still 
non-government organiza-
tions that will investigate 
UFO claims. One of them, 
the Mutual UFO Network, 
was founded the same year 
that Project Blue Book 
ended, and has been col-
lecting and investigating 
the public’s UFO sightings 
for 50 years.

“We find in about 5 
percent of the cases that 
there’s something very 
unusual,” says Jan C. Har-
zan, MUFON’s executive 
director.

Harzan notes that these 5 
percent of cases don’t nec-
essarily represent extrater-
restrial life. They’re simply 
phenomena that MUFON 
is unable to explain. 

MUFON receives be-
tween 500 and 1,000 re-
ports a month — but hand-
drawn pictures have been 
replaced by photos and vid-
eo uploads. 

One thing that’s re-
mained constant since 
Project Blue Book is that 
when it comes to UFO 
sightings, the believers are 
out there.

Newspapers reach 74% of Internet users in  
an average week across multiple platforms and devices.
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in print, online and on mobile devices in the past week.

Multiple platforms are used by 54% of consumers 
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Source: Frank N. Magid Associates Inc., 2012 Newspaper Multiplatform Usage Study; Scarborough Research
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Before the establishment of 
public libraries in many towns, 
bookmobiles traveled the high-
ways and backroads of Illinois 
in the 1930s and 1940s, bring-
ing free reading material to ru-
ral residents. 

Since the turn of the cen-
tury, the Illinois State Library 
had sought to improve its ex-
tension efforts, particularly for 
citizens in areas that did not 
have public libraries. That push 
for extension, combined with 
the need to create employment 
during the Depression, created 
a unique opportunity for res-
idents of several eastern and 
southern rural Illinois coun-
ties. 

The State Library was a par-
ticipant in the National Youth 
Administration (NYA), a na-
tional program to find part-
time work for young people 
age 16-25. The many areas of 
the NYA included library em-
ployment, such as desk and 
shelf work, stenography, jani-
torial and book repair. These 
library tasks helped some 
1,000 young people find work 
in Illinois.  

Cooperation with the NYA 
also extended to the State Li-
brary’s fledging bookmobile 
program by 1938.  Under 
the agreement, the NYA was 
responsible for supplying a 
vehicle, driver, gas and main-
tenance for bookmobile pro-
grams in five Illinois counties 
– Calhoun, Clark, Gallatin, 
and Monroe counties in south-
ern Illinois, as well as Kendall 
County near Chicago.  The 
NYA also supplied 700 books 
to each vehicle, a collection se-
lected by the State Library.

In its 1938 Biennial Report, 
the library reported the book-
mobiles made 111 visits to 301 
rural schools in the five coun-
ties served, with a monthly 
circulation average of 10,200 
books, mostly among school-
children. 

Just getting the books to 
readers was a challenge. Cal-
houn County, which had no 
railroads and a single hard 

road, the book truck frequently 
became stuck in the mud. Be-
cause of this, the driver some-
times had to, “quit the truck 
for a horse and wagon, and in 
some instances, make the trips 
by horse-back with the books 
in saddle bags.” 

The bookmobiles were espe-
cially popular in Clark County 
in eastern Illinois, where the 
vehicles visited a total of 107 
rural school districts.  Some 
of these schools had names 
reflective of the era, including 
Rabbit Ridge, Fish Back, Sas-
safras, Stump, Possum Ridge, 
Frog Pond and Butter Nut. 

The program was so well-re-
ceived in Clark County that 
it pushed the capacity of the 
bookmobile.  A total of 1,100 
miles had to be covered to 
reach each school district in 
the county twice a month.  
Also, the collections in Clark, 
Calhoun, and other counties 
were far too small to properly 
service their areas. 

But the results were obvious. 
Studies showed that standard-
ized reading scores in county 
schools improved because of 
bookmobile service.  In addi-
tion, hundreds of children had 
access to free reading material 
that would not otherwise have 
been available.

The NYA bookmobile pro-
gram, though, was a mixed bag 
in Illinois.  In Monroe County, 
a smallpox outbreak interrupt-
ed service in early 1939.  

The Ohio River flood of 
1937 delayed the start of ser-
vice in Gallatin County, where 
the program was met with apa-
thy.  Service in Gallatin was sus-
pended that summer when it 
was determined, “the children 
were not sufficiently interested 
in reading to justify the expen-
diture of gasoline.” Demand for 
books elsewhere also dropped 
through the summer. 

Still, the NYA bookmobiles 
were hailed for their efforts to 
being free reading to areas un-
served by public libraries.  The 
bookmobile effort is still con-
sidered a success story in the 
history of State Library book-
mobiles.

Bookmobiles brought reading 
to rural Illinois in the 1930s

instance stabbing a driver.
Truckers realized they 

needed to organize. Almost 
instantly, dozens of inde-
pendent trucking associ-
ations formed. Edwards 
became the first president 
of the Owner-Operators 
Independent Drivers Asso-
ciation, or OOIDA — but 
didn’t stay long. 

“J.W. was a colorful guy 
and could tell a story with 
the best of them, but he 
wasn’t an owner-operator,” 
says Todd Spencer, OOI-
DA’s current president. “He 
figured out pretty quickly 
he was in over his head.” 

Protests continued into 
1974, culminating in a 
major strike coordinated 
among the newly formed 
trucker associations. 

On Jan. 31, 1974, com-
merce ground to a halt as 
the independents garaged 
their rigs and blockaded 
roads. At times they grew 
violent, dropping bricks off 
overpasses onto moving 
rigs. 

An agreement between 
government officials and 
a six-man team of truckers 
was finally reached Feb. 7, 
1974, allowing owner-op-
erators to add a temporary 
6 percent fuel surcharge to 
their freight fees and guar-
anteed truck stops would 
receive additional fuel to 
meet trucker demand. 

Acceptance among the 
different trucking associa-
tions was slow, but by Feb. 
11, with the feds threaten-
ing to send in troops, most 
rigs rolled back onto the 
road. The strikes caused 
about 100,000 layoffs, sev-
eral deaths and nationwide 
food and goods shortages. 

For drivers, the disrup-
tions of 1973-4 changed ev-
erything. For the first time, 
government began to rec-
ognize small, independent 
truckers as a force. 

Groups like OOIDA 
went on to play a critical 
role in helping shape rules 
and regulations, such as 
fighting corrupt truck-in-
spection practices and lob-
bying to repeal the nation-
al maximum speed limit. 
Previously, lawmakers had 
only heard from the largest 
trucking companies, ship-
pers and organized labor. 
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Ahead of next month’s spe-
cial session on sexuality in-
tended to resolve an issue that 
has dogged the United Meth-
odist Church for decades, a 
group of affiliated college and 
university presidents issued a 
strong call for full inclusion of 
LGBTQ Christians.

The group, which rep-
resents presidents of 93 Unit-
ed Methodist-affiliated col-
leges and universities, urged 
the denomination to amend 
its policies and practices to 
recognize the sacred worth of 
people regardless of gender 
identity or sexual orientation.

The three-paragraph state-
ment won unanimous ap-
proval in a vote taken Friday, 
Jan. 4, by the National Associ-

ation of Schools and Colleges 
of The United Methodist 
Church.

“We call upon the lead-
ers of the United Methodist 
Church at this 2019 Called 
General Conference to honor 
the past and current practic-
es of inclusion by amending 
their policies and practices 
to affirm full inclusion in the 
life and ministry of the United 
Methodist Church of all per-
sons regardless of their race, 
ethnicity, creed, national ori-
gin, gender, gender identity/
expression or sexual orienta-
tion,” the statement reads.

The 93 affiliated schools 
serve more than 260,000 
students across the United 
States. They include large in-
stitutions such as American 
University, Boston University, 

Duke University and Emory 
University, as well as dozens 
of smaller schools such as 
Randolph College, Otterbein 
University and Greensboro 
College.

At issue is the denomina-
tion’s rulebook, the Book of 
Discipline, which bars self-
avowed practicing homosex-
uals from being ordained as 
ministers and forbids pastors 
from marrying them in the 
church.

The special session called 
for Feb. 23-26 in St. Louis 
is intended to resolve once 
and for all an issue that has 
divided the United Method-
ist Church despite repeated 
attempts to resolve it going 
back to the 1970s.

Last year, the denomina-
tion’s Council of Bishops 

endorsed a plan that would 
allow regional decision-mak-
ing bodies called annual con-
ferences to determine wheth-
er to ordain LGBTQ clergy 
and allow individual churches 
to vote whether to perform 
same-sex marriages in their 
buildings.

While the university pres-
idents did not formally en-
dorse that plan, they made it 
clear they want the language 
on homosexuality in the Book 
of Discipline stricken.

“The presidents are really 
firm about full inclusion,” said 
Scott D. Miller, president of 
Virginia Wesleyan Univer-
sity and a board member of 
the National Association of 
Schools and Colleges of The 
United Methodist Church.

“It is my disappointment 

and the feeling of many of my 
colleagues that this has been 
one of the reasons contribut-
ing to a decline in member-
ship and attendance,” Miller 
said. “The church has not 
stayed current with the peo-
ple it serves.”

The statement on sexual-
ity issued by the university 
presidents is their fourth in 
the past 13 years. In 2006, 
2011 and 2013 the presidents 
drafted similar statements 
calling on the church to offer 
LGBTQ people full inclusion.

Sexuality was so divisive a 
topic during the denomina-
tion’s 2016 conference that 
56 different legislative peti-
tions were submitted to try to 
resolve it. Instead, delegates 
voted to defer all proposals 
to a special Commission on a 

Way Forward.
Last year, that commission 

concluded its work and put 
forth three proposals. The 
Council of Bishops endorsed 
the so-called One Church 
Plan, which would allow the 
most flexibility while keeping 
the denomination’s various 
factions together.

Lacking any resolution, 
the denomination has been 
plunged into chaos.

Many regional United 
Methodist bodies have made 
their own decisions regarding 
ordination and marriage of 
LGBTQ people.

In 2016, the Mountain Sky 
Conference elected Karen 
Oliveto, a married lesbian, 
as the denomination’s first 
openly LGBTQ bishop, and 

United Methodists reorienting

Pam Lobb/Special to The Prairie Press

The Rev. Mike Dixon and wife Peg were honored with an all-church dinner and community reception Sunday, Jan. 6. The three 
Dixon daughters — Martha, Beth and Rebecca — their spouses and children attended the celebration and provided special words 
to their grandparents. All three of the daughters are graduates of Paris High School where they were active in music, band, 
drama and honors activities.

Plan for 
eternity, 
not today

“Come now, you who say, 
‘Today or tomorrow we will 
go to such and such a city, 

spend a 
year there, 
buy and 
sell, and 
make a 
profit;’ 
whereas 
you do 
not know 
what will 
happen 
tomorrow. 

For what 
is your life? It is even a vapor 
that appears for a little time 
and then vanishes away.”  
James 4: 13, 14 NKJV

Like any community Par-
is is made up of people from 
many different backgrounds 
and becoming even more 
diverse with each passing 
month. While we may not 
share the same cultural, 
ethnic, socio-economic, ed-
ucational or even national 
underpinnings, there are 
some things that all people, 
without exception, have in 
common.  

We all possess with 
minor variations the same 
physiological make-up. 
We are Homo sapiens and 
not of the lower animal 
class. But even beyond the 
identification of our special 
genetic code that makes us 
human all of us exist and 
labor under the same irre-
versible rule of existence. 
Every organic living thing 
must eventually die.

The writer James was ad-
dressing an arrogance that 
can exist among believers 
in Christ. He had identified 
that some were piously and 
callously passing judgment 
on other brethren (James 
4: 11, 12), as though they 
were the judge, jury and 
executioner. It wasn’t up to 
them, or to you and me, to 
try to take God’s place as 
judge. 

We are finite, he is 
infinite. We are limited, he is 
omniscient. So to illus-
trate the illogical and vain 
attitude that saturates some 
people who think more 
highly of themselves than 
they should, James reminds 
each of us of timeless truth. 
We make our plans, we 
post our declarations, we 
dream with expectation and 
we lust after gain. All of us, 
each and everyone, are alike 
not only in human desires 
of self-importance, but we 
are alike in our inability to 
affect in the slightest the 
following irreversible law. 
No matter how well you 
plan, how carefully you 
protect or how passionately 
you dream, you and I have 
no control on tomorrow 
because actually we have 
no guarantee of tomorrow. 
The truth is, there is no 
tomorrow because we can 
only live in the now. When 
tomorrow arrives, it is 
today. 

Find meaning, 
fellowship as 
a Providence 
Associate
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

ST. MARY OF THE 
WOODS, Ind. — Cham-
paign resident Nancy Olson 
felt at ease when she met 
with Sister Ann Casper.

Olsen made monthly vis-
its to meet with Sister Ann at 
Saint Mary-of-the-Woods, 
Ind., during her spiritual in-
tegration to become a Prov-
idence Associate with the 
Sisters of Providence.

“We worked through 
the Providence Associates 
notebook, but also spent a 
lot of time talking about the 
history of the Congregation, 
about Saint Mother Theo-
dore Guerin (foundress of 
the Sisters of Providence) 
and about Sister Ann’s own 
personal journey in the 
community,” Olsen said. 

Olsen officially became a 
Providence Associate in No-
vember 2018. She said she 
found the process uplifting.

“I continue to be inspired 
by all the wonderful things 
happening in the communi-
ty,” she said. “It strengthens 
me to become part of the 
group and to feel their love 
and support in our mutual 
endeavor.”

If you are looking for spir-
itual enrichment, support, 
a community, or a sense of 
mission, God may be nudg-
ing you to become a Provi-
dence Associate of the Sisters 
of Providence. Applications 
are being accepted for those 
considering being a Provi-
dence Associate in the com-
ing year beginning Feb. 1, 
and concluding on May 31.

Providence Associates 
are women and men of faith, 
ages 18 years and older, 
who share their own unique 
gifts and talents with others 
while walking with the Sis-
ters of Providence.

The Providence Associ-
ate Relationship with the 
Sisters of Providence began 
in 2007. Currently, there are 
more than 260 Providence 
Associates in the United 
States and Taiwan.

Accepted applicants 
spend a year meeting one-
on-one on a regular basis 
with a Sister of Providence 
or another Providence As-
sociate companion. During 
the meetings, the candidate 
and their companions learn 
and share about Providence 
Spirituality.

For 14 years Terre Haute, 
Ind., resident Stephanie 
Downing had a relationship 
with the Congregation, as 
an independent contractor 
in healthcare for the sisters. 
In 2017 she felt compelled 
to become a Providence As-
sociate, stating it felt right, 
she said.

“It was like a puzzle piece 
being placed in the right 
spot,” Downing said. “I did 
not know why. It just felt 
right. I have worked with 
so many sisters for so long 
that I already feel deeply 
connected. The values that 
are cherished by the sisters 
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Methodist university presidents call on denomination to amend LGBTQ policies in the Book of Discipline

Special to The Prairie Press

The grandchildren and the Rev. Mike Dixon and wife Peg don beards to perform during the all-church dinner Sunday, Jan. 6, 
at the Knights of Columbus Hall in Paris.

Pam Lobb/Special to The Prairie Press

The Rev. Mike Dixon speaks to members of the congregation of the First Christian Church of Paris during the special dinner 
and reception Sunday, Jan 6, at the Knights of Columbus Hall. Dixon retired after 27 years serving the church.

DIXON HONORED FOR SERVICE TO FIRST CHRISTIAN
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JAN. 15  CHRISTIAN WOMEN’S 
LUNCH
The Christian Women’s 
Connection of Terre Haute next 
luncheon meeting is 11 a.m. Jan. 
15 in the MCL Meeting Room at 
Meadows Shopping Center. Janice 
Price is the speaker with music by 
Karon Neiswinger and Polly Bryan 
doing the special feature. Call Julie, 
812-234-7388, or Sherri, 812-249-
3084, to make reservations.

GRACE NOTES

ST. MARYS
FROM PAGE 5B

are familiar to me. I was brought 
up in my home to value love, 
mercy and justice, environmen-
tal and social justices and to live 
life with the practice of humor, 
the arts and education.”

For Evansville, Ind., resident 
Mary Lou Petrisko, the jour-

LGBTQ
FROM PAGE 5B

PASTOR
FROM PAGE 5B

Despite the claims of Wil-
liam Henley in his poem “In-
victus” we are not the, “master 
of our fate,” or even, “captain 
of our soul.” We are not in 
control. We are only assured of 
the moment in which we live – 
right now.  

James goes on to give the 
reason behind this logic and 
that is our life is like a vapor. 
Some newer translations use 
the word mist. It is humbling 
to people with an uncontrolled 
bent to arrogant ego to have 
to admit that they are only a 
vapor, an evaporating mist on 
the windshield of life and as 
the Scripture acknowledges 
only, “appears for a little while 
and then vanishes away.”  

That’s us; you know the old 
adage, “here today and gone 
tomorrow.” Well, actually here 
today and gone today.

I’ve been thinking about 
this more as I have aged. God 
has been so good to me, and 
as I head toward, if I get there 
in a couple years, my seventh 
decade, this life here on planet 
Earth is just too short. I should 
stay confident not in my own 
ego and self-will, but in the as-
surance that God is in control. 

Stop and think about this 
for a minute. Please very 
seriously stop, take the time 
to make the time to give God 
the time before you run out 
of time. Being transitory we 
should follow James admoni-
tion, “Instead, you ought to 
say, If the Lord wills, we shall 
live and also do this or that.”

You and I have today. We 
have today to love God, to love 
our families and friends, to do 
something that makes a differ-
ence in the life of another. My 
vapor is vanishing, and I won’t 
leave much of a trail so I have to 
make the most of it while I can.  

The way to do that is to ask 
God’s will be done in my life 
right now. Don’t wait another 
day to believe in Jesus Christ 
and follow him as Lord. Don’t 
waste another breath schem-
ing about what you are going 
to accomplish. Don’t spend 
valuable time focusing on what 
you don’t like about someone 
or some circumstance. Just live 
to honor the risen Savior and 
find what the will of God is for 
your life… today.

(Jack Hoffman is the senior 
pastor at Cornerstone Baptist 
Church in Paris. Email him at 
jillandjack1971@gmail.com. 
Pastor’s Perspective is provided by 
the Paris Ministerial Fellowship.)

dozens of individual pastors 
have publicly or secretly cel-
ebrated same-sex weddings. 
Some have been summoned 
to church trials and stripped 
of their preaching credentials.

But while the United 
Methodists’ 7 million U.S. 
adherents might be inclined 
to change the rules regarding 
gays and lesbians, the denom-
ination is a worldwide body 
active in 136 countries. Many 
of its African churches oppose 
any steps toward LGBTQ in-
clusion.

Regardless, some universi-
ty presidents said they would 
disaffiliate rather than back 

ney to become a Providence 
Associate started with a con-
versation she had with Sister 
Mary Mundy. Following their 
discussion, her desire to move 
forward with her journey only 
grew stronger.

“I enjoyed and benefitted 
from my taking this journey 
with Sister Mary,” Petrisko said. 
“Her wisdom and fellowship 
were a gift. I am aware of the 
courage and strength of Saint 
Mother Theodore. I’ve learned 
about new ways to pray as well 
as what my gifts truly are.”

Accepted candidates attend 
an orientation at Saint Mary-
of-the-Woods in October. 
Following the orientation, the 
candidate and companion usu-
ally meet once a month for the 
coming year.

If you feel a call to create a 
more just and hope-filled world 
with the Sisters of Providence, 
contact Providence Associate 
Co-Directors Debbie Dillow 
at 317-250-3294 or at ddil-
low@spsmw.org or Sister Sue 
Paweski at 312-909-7492 or 
at spaweski@spsmw.org to re-
quest an application. 

Additional information is 
available at ProvidenceAssoci-
ates.org.

down, though that was not 
mentioned in the state-
ment.

“Some institutions that 
feel very strongly about 
inclusiveness could very 
well say we no longer wish 
to be affiliated with a de-
nomination that, in their 
view, discriminates against 
the LGBTQ people,” said 
Miller.

Many of the universities 
that backed the statement 
receive some financial 
support from the Unit-
ed Methodist Church, 
mostly for chaplains or 
scholarships, ranging from 
$50,000 to $1 million an-
nually. But many of the 
schools also receive finan-
cial contributions from 
churches in their region as 
well as individual United 
Methodist donors.

Amy Novak, president of 
Dakota Wesleyan Universi-
ty, in Mitchell, S.D., about 
75 miles west of Sioux 
Falls, said she’s aware that 
some in the denomination 
may want to withdraw sup-
port for her school because 
of its inclusive approach to 
sexuality. But she said she’s 
prepared for that.

“Ultimately, I think we’re 
doing the higher good by 
continuing to welcome 
students of all backgrounds 
to our campus in support 
of the kind of transform-
ing education that United 
Methodist institutions of-
fer,” Novak said.

And, she ventured, that’s 
what John and Charles 
Wesley, the 18th-century 
founders of Methodism, 
would have wanted.

Nationwide study: religious people live longer
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS 

A new nationwide study of 
obituaries published in 2018 
has found people with reli-
gious affiliations lived nearly 
four years longer than those 
with no ties to religion.

That four-year boost — 
found in an analysis of more 
than 1,000 obits from around 
the country — was calculated 
after taking into account the 
sex and marital status of those 
who died, two factors that have 
strong effects on lifespan.

The boost was slightly larger 
(6.48 years) in a smaller study 
of obituaries published in a 
Des Moines, Iowa, newspaper.

“Religious affiliation had 
nearly as strong an effect on 
longevity as gender does, 
which is a matter of years of 
life,” said Laura Wallace, lead 
author of the study and a doc-
toral student in psychology at 
The Ohio State University.

The study was published 
online today in the journal 
“Social Psychological and Per-
sonality Science.”

The researchers found part 
of the reason for the boost in 
longevity came from the fact 
many religiously affiliated peo-
ple also volunteered and be-
longed to social organizations, 
which previous research has 
linked to living longer.

“The study provides per-
suasive evidence that there is a 

relationship between religious 
participation and how long 
a person lives,” said Baldwin 
Way, co-author of the study 
and associate professor of psy-
chology at Ohio State.

In addition, the study 
showed how the effects of re-
ligion on longevity might de-
pend in part on the personality 
and average religiosity of the 
cities where people live, Way 
said.

The first study involved 505 
obituaries published in the Des 
Moines Register in January 
and February 2012. In addi-
tion to noting the age and any 
religious affiliation of those 
who died, the researchers also 
documented sex, marital status 
and the number of social and 
volunteer activities listed.

Results showed that those 
whose obit listed a religious 
affiliation lived 9.45 years lon-
ger than those who didn’t. The 
gap shrunk to 6.48 years after 
gender and marital status were 
taken into account.

The second study included 
1,096 obituaries from 42 major 
cities in the United States pub-
lished on newspaper websites 
between August 2010 and Au-
gust 2011.

In this study, people whose 
obits mentioned a religious af-
filiation lived an average of 5.64 
years longer than those whose 
obits did not, which shrunk 
to 3.82 years after gender and 

marital status were considered.
Many studies have shown 

that people who volunteer and 
participate in social groups 
tend to live longer than others. 
So the researchers combined 
data from both studies to see if 
the volunteer and social oppor-
tunities that religious groups 
offer might explain the longev-
ity boost.

Results showed that this was 
only part of the reason why reli-
gious people lived longer.

“We found that volunteer-
ism and involvement in social 
organizations only accounted 
for a little less than one year 
of the longevity boost that re-
ligious affiliation provided,” 
Wallace said. “There’s still a lot 
of the benefit of religious affili-
ation that this can’t explain.”

So what else explains how 
religion helps people live lon-
ger? It may be related to the 
rules and norms of many re-
ligions that restrict unhealthy 
practices such as alcohol and 
drug use and having sex with 
many partners, Way said.

In addition, “many religions 
promote stress-reducing prac-
tices that may improve health, 
such as gratitude, prayer or 
meditation,” he said.

The fact the researchers 
had data from many cities also 
allowed them to investigate 
whether the level of religiosity 
in a city and a city’s personality 
could affect how religious affili-

ation influenced longevity.
The findings showed a key 

personality element related to 
longevity in each city was the 
importance placed on confor-
mity to community values and 
norms.

In highly religious cities 
where conformity was import-
ant, religious people tended to 
live longer than non-religious 
people.

But in some cities there is a 
spillover effect.

“The positive health effects 
of religion spill over to the 
non-religious in some specific 
situations,” Wallace said. “The 
spillover effect only occurs in 
highly religious cities that aren’t 
too concerned about everyone 
conforming to the same norms. 
In those areas, non-religious 
people tend to live as long as 
do religious people.”

Way said there are limita-
tions to the study, including 
the fact it could not control 
for important factors related 
to longevity such as race and 
health behaviors. But a poten-
tial strength was that, unlike 
other studies, religious affilia-
tion was not self-reported, but 
was reported by the obituary 
writer.

Overall, the study provid-
ed additional support to the 
growing number of studies 
showing that religion does 
have a positive effect on 
health, Wallace said.
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Longview Bank & Trust
600 E. Jasper St.
Paris, IL 61944
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It’s becoming easier for students in 
the California, Pa., school district to 
know from where their food comes.

Through the district’s partici-
pation in a farm-to-table program 
— new for the 2018-19 school year 
— students are receiving regional-
ly sourced food in the cafeteria that 
meets or exceeds school nutrition 
standards and educational activities 
in the classroom that emphasize nu-
trition and local agriculture.

“Farm-to-table is bringing in fresh 
food, fresh produce to the kids,” said 
Matthew Triffanoff, district food ser-
vice director.

The district last summer partnered 
with the Republic Food Enterprise 
Center, a Redstone Township non-
profit operated through the Fayette 
County Community Action Agency 
designed to meet the region’s need 
for fresh, locally sourced food.

The district joined the center’s 
Republic Farm to School Program, 
which helps school districts provide 
fresh, local menu choices by con-
necting schools with local farms and 
food producers.

One of the goals of the program, 
which is active in other area school 
districts, is to strengthen student 
knowledge about agriculture, food, 
nutrition and the environment by 
opening the lines of communication 
and introducing food-related cur-

riculum development to the class-
rooms.

The Republic Farm to School Pro-
gram incorporates experimental learn-
ing opportunities in schools by devel-
oping school gardens, student farm 
tours, classroom presentations, chefs in 
the classroom and culinary instruction.

California joins Albert Gallatin, 
Blairsville-Saltsburg, Brownsville 
and Laurel Highlands as partners in 
the program.

Through the program, which is 
supported by a grant from the Unit-
ed States Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) Food and Nutrition Ser-
vice, California is provided resources 
to introduce students to local, fresh 
foods and to provide nutrition edu-

cation in the classroom.
Triffanoff said the district wants 

to make students excited about the 
cafeteria program while providing 
well-balanced, nutritious and enjoy-
able meals. A farm-to-table program, 
he said, will give students an under-
standing of local agriculture and 
farming.

So far this school year, the district 
has worked with multiple local farms 
through the Republic Farm to School 
Program.

Once a week, at either its high 
school or elementary-middle school, 
the district provides an omelet 
bar during breakfast using local-
ly-sourced eggs. It has supplemented 

SPECIAL TO THE PRARIE PRESS

URBANA — The U.S. pork 
industry has been expanding 
the breeding herd and grow-
ing since mid-2014. The rate 
of breeding herd expansion 
peaked in early 2018 at a 3.5 
percent annual growth rate, 
according to Purdue Univer-
sity agricultural economist 
Chris Hurt. 

“Financial losses and 
heightened uncertainties 
from trade tariffs have re-
duced that breeding herd 
expansion rate to 2.4 percent 
currently,” Hurt says. “Finan-
cial losses are expected to 
persist again in 2019, but will 
not be as large as last year’s 
trade-reduced prices. To get 
back to profits, the industry 
must secure more markets for 
U.S. pork or further reduce 
the rate of expansion.” 

Inventories of animals in 
the latest USDA Hogs and 

Pigs report were generally 
smaller than the trade had 
anticipated. The numbers in-
dicated that pork supply es-
timates be revised somewhat 
lower for 2019. The breeding 
herd was 2.4 percent high-
er and the market herd was 
about 2 percent higher. 

The weight breakdowns for 
the market hogs indicate that 
first-quarter slaughter will 
be nearly 3 percent greater 
than the previous year. Sec-
ond-quarter hog numbers 
would drop to about 2 per-
cent greater. 

Farrowing intentions for 
this winter are up 2.5 percent, 
but up only 1.5 percent in the 
spring. “Market weights have 
been lower recently as pro-
ducers respond to low hog 
prices and negative margins. 
This pattern of financial losses 
is expected to continue until 
the spring and encourages 
producers to market at some-

what lighter weights. These 
lighter weights will also help 
reduce total pork supplies in 
2019,” Hurt explains. 

For 2019, total pork sup-
plies are expected to be up 
around 2 percent except for 
the summer quarter when 
they may be up closer to 3 
percent. Thus for the year, 
pork supplies may rise by 
slightly over 2 percent. “This 
is somewhat lower than my 
previous thoughts and gives 
some modest optimism to 
higher price expectations for 
2019,” Hurt says. 

Hurt adds that 2018 was 
a bad year for hog prices and 
is another reason to be more 
hopeful for 2019. Prices in 
2018 averaged only $45.92 
per live hundredweight for 51 
to 52 percent lean carcasses 
(USDA). This was the lowest 
annual price in a decade dat-
ing back to 2009. The 2018 
average price was $4.54 low-

er than the previous year in 
2017. 

What went wrong in 2018? 
“Looking at monthly prices 
for 2018 and 2017, the un-
recoverable damage to hog 
prices was in the third quar-
ter of 2018 when hog prices 
were about $12 lower than 
the same period in 2017,” 
Hurt says. “The most extreme 
month was September 2018 
when prices were $20 lower 
than in September 2017. The 
collapse of hog prices in the 
third quarter of 2018 appears 
to be related to the U.S. trade 
policy. 

“As the U.S. put tariffs on 
products we import, coun-
tries retaliated by putting 
tariffs on ag products they im-
port from the U.S. Of particu-
lar concern for pork was Mex-
ico and China which together 
purchased 9 percent of U.S. 
production in 2017 as pork 
imports. As a result of these 

concerns, both futures and 
cash market prices collapsed. 
Ultimately, pork exports were 
not reduced as much as was 
feared (especially to Mexico), 
and market prices began to 
recover into the fall,” he says. 

So where does this leave 
price expectations for 2019? 
Using current lean hog fu-
tures and a historical basis, 
Hurt says live hog prices are 
expected to average near $49 
in 2019. That is an increase 
of $3 per live hundredweight 
over last year’s $46. 

Prices are expected to aver-
age in the low-to-mid $40s in 
the first quarter. Second- and 
third quarter-averages are 
expected to be in the low-to-
mid $50s and then back down 
to the mid-$40s in the final 
quarter of 2019. 

“My estimated total costs 
of production for average 
farrow-to-finish operations is 
around $51. Corn costs this 

calendar year are expected to 
be about 25 cents per bushel 
higher than last year. Soybean 
meal is expected to be about 
$20 per ton lower. Higher 
costs are also expected for 
debt capital and for labor 
costs,” Hurt says. 

A familiar seasonal pattern 
is expected in 2019 with low 
prices and financial losses in 
the first and the fourth quar-
ters and the highest prices and 
some profits in the second 
and the third quarters. For the 
year, current estimates of loss-
es are $6 per head compared 
to $12 per head in 2017. Hurt 
adds that those 2017 losses 
were the largest annual loss-
es since the drought year of 
2012 (high feed prices). 

“By my estimates, average 
costs farrow-to-finish produc-
ers have been in a negative 
margin situation since late 
2017. These extended periods 

New year, 
chances 
to update 
landscape

See MASTER, Page 8B

Special to The Prairie Press 

California Area School District food service director Matthew Triffanoff plates a ham and cheese omelet as he preps for 
the morning breakfast rush at the school. The school district uses a farm to table approach in its cafeterias, featuring 
locally sourced products.

Schools look to local producers

With the new year comes a 
fresh chance to improve your 
landscape. Getting it right 
from the start will save a lot 

of time and 
effort over 
the grow-
ing season, 
perhaps over 
the years. 
Preventing a 
problem, dis-
ease, insect 
infestation, 
etc. is much 
easier than 

treating it. The following are a 
few tips to get your plants off 
to a good start.

Know your yard. What 
areas get full sun? What areas 
are shady? Is there a spot that 
gets full sun (eight hours) for 
a month around the summer 
solstice, but less when the sun 
is no longer directly overhead? 
Do you have a wet spot where 
water pools and lingers? How 
about an area of compaction 
where now grown children 
used to play? Are there mi-
croclimates that get and stay 
hotter than the rest of the yard, 
or a section where the wind 
comes barreling through?

Identifying these areas will 
help you find the right plant 
for the right spot. Surprisingly, 
there are plants that will grow 
in all those conditions, except 
for the compacted area where 
you may have to do some 
remediation.

Know your plant. Before 
purchasing a plant, do some 
research. First, determine the 
light requirements so you get it 
situated in the correct spot in 
your yard. A full-sun perennial 
will exist in a spot with only 
6 hours of sunlight, but it will 
not thrive or achieve its bloom 
display potential.

Plan for the plant’s full 
size – both height and width. 
That sweet little conifer in the 
five-gallon pot you want to 
plant three feet from the drive-
way will be scratching the car 
in a few years. Siting a plant in 
a spot with the plan of keeping 
it in check through pruning 
is never a good idea. Give it 
room to breathe and grow.

Keep the tag. Tossing the 
tag is a newbie gardener mis-
take. In a few years when you 
call into the Master Gardener 
Hotline to ask when the best 
time is to prune a hydrangea, 
the first thing you will be 
asked is what kind of hydran-
gea you have. Plants come in 
many varieties with different 
pruning requirements, espe-
cially hydrangeas and clematis. 
You need to know the plant’s 
botanical name, which you 
will have if you saved the tag.

A happy plant is less likely 
to develop disease or insect is-
sues. However, if that happens 
don’t immediately grab a spray 
bottle. Spraying the wrong 
thing can do more harm than 

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

URBANA — A team of 
Extension researchers from the 
University of Illinois College 
of Agricultural, Consumer 
and Environmental sciences 
has published its 2018 field 
research results related to crop 
pests and diseases in Illinois. 

The report, “Applied 
research results on field crop 
pest and disease control,” is 
available online and includes 
evaluations of plant varieties, 
management practices, 
and products for insects, 
nematodes, and diseases in 
corn and soybean, as well 
as results of statewide pest 
surveys. 

Report author Nathan 
Kleczewski, a plant pathologist 
and Extension specialist in the 
Department of Crop Sciences 
at U of I, says the report serves 
multiple purposes. 

“It is a repository for applied 
disease and pest management 
studies and data. Too often, 
we see applied research trials 
go unpublished for various 
reasons, or data disappear into 
the ether,” he says. 

Kleczewski notes the report 
also includes information 
on management practices 
that didn’t work. “In applied 
research, the lack of an effect 
of a management practice is 
just as important as if a practice 
has an effect. Why?  Because 
management costs money 
and we want our producers 
to be as profitable as possible. 
If something doesn’t work, 
we want that information 
out there just as much as if 
something works,” he says.  

The report contains the first 
year’s results from a two-year 
corn nematode survey across 
the state. A similar survey was 
done about a decade ago, but 
Kleczewski says the results 
were never published. 

“There are many new seed 
treatments being advertised in 
corn, but we really don’t even 
know what nematodes we have 
in the state and their relative 
abundances,” he says. 

As Kleczewski points out, 
producers need to know 
what pathogenic nematodes 
they have before deciding 
whether to purchase seeds See FOOD, Page 8B

Crop pests 
research 
published

JAN
PHIPPS
MASTER 
GARDENER 

Special to The Prairie Press

California Area Elementary School first grade student Starla Wright receives 
an omelet breakfast prepared and served by the district’s food service director 
Matthew Triffanoff. The school district uses a farm to table approach in its 
cafeterias, featuring locally sourced products.

USDA delays deadline for farmer aid to offset losses
BY SCOTT MCFETRIDGE
Associated Press

DES MOINES, Iowa (AP) — 
Farmers already reeling from low 
prices and uncertainty amid the na-
tion’s trade dispute with China are 
welcoming a decision to extend a 
deadline for federal aid because of the 
partial government shutdown.

Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Per-
due on Tuesday announced the Agri-
culture Department would extend a 
Jan. 15 deadline for farmers to apply 
for payments to offset losses they had 
incurred due to the trade dispute, 

which led to new tariffs that lessened 
demand and lowered crop prices. 
About $9.5 billion in direct payments 
have been set aside for growers of 
soybeans, corn, wheat and other com-
modities.

Many farmers already have re-
ceived the first of two payments to 
offset some of their losses, but oth-
ers haven’t been able to apply for aid 
because snow and rain delayed their 
harvest. Farmers can’t apply for fed-
eral payments until they can specify 
the size of their crop. It’s unclear how 
much of the federal money has been 

spent.
“People didn’t have time to get all 

this done, and then the government 
shutdown happened,” said John 
Newton, chief economist with the 
American Farm Bureau. “This is very, 
very welcome.”

Farmers can apply online for the 
aid, but Perdue noted they couldn’t 
complete the application because 
the USDA’s Farm Service Agency 
has been closed since Dec. 28. Under 
Perdue’s new order, the application 
deadline will be extended by an equal 
number of days to the business days 

the government was partially closed.
Newton said the shutdown also 

meant growers who had questions 
about the process couldn’t reach out 
to USDA employees.

“I’ve been waiting 19 days to get a 
call returned from the USDA,” New-
ton said.

Perdue’s announcement was wel-
comed by Iowa U.S. Sen. Chuck 
Grassley, a farmer who earlier had 
said he’d seek the federal aid.

“Farmers who haven’t been able to 
apply for trade assistance would’ve 

See PORK, Page 8B

See DELAY, Page 9B

See PESTS, Page 8B

Pork industry slowing growth
Financial losses, heightened uncertainties from trade tariffs have reduced breeding herd expansion rate
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missed the deadline through 
no fault of their own,” Grass-
ley said in a statement. “It’s 
worth recognizing that farm-
ers applying for assistance 
in the first place are hurting 
because of a trade war they 
didn’t start.”

The government shutdown 
comes as farmers were al-

ready enduring a fifth year 
of low prices even as the cost 
of land, fertilizer, chemicals 
and seed have remained high, 
leading to a drop in net in-
come.

 As they make plans for this 
year’s crop, farmers have been 
left guessing about the mar-
ket and other issues because 
the shutdown has forced the 
USDA to delay the release of 
crop reports providing key 
information about global de-
mand.

Brian Duncan, a farmer and 
vice president of the Illinois 
Farm Bureau, said the trade 
dispute and shutdown are 
difficult for growers, but most 
are taking it in stride.

“Farmers generally are 
pretty level-headed and used 
to being thrown some curve 
balls,” Duncan said. “As we 
get closer to planting season, 
their patience will ebb.”

with expensive nematode-
protectant coatings. 

“In this year’s survey, we saw 
that nematode abundances 
were generally low, and 
most species present are not 
considered to be especially 
damaging. Lesion nematodes 
were fairly prevalent, but 
different species of lesion 
nematodes can vary in their 
ability to damage corn roots. 
We plan to do more research 
into these organisms in 2019,” 

says Kelly Estes, report co-
author and agricultural pest 
survey coordinator for Illinois 
Natural History Survey. 

The report also contains 
insect control evaluations for 
western corn rootworm and 
Japanese beetles, headed up by 
Nick Seiter, an entomologist 
in the Department of Crop 
Sciences. “These are two of the 
most important pests of field 
crops in Illinois, so I think this 
information will be valuable to 
many producers,” he says. 

The team plans to release an 
annual report each year. 
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Record rains destroy crops in the Florida Panhandle
 PENSACOLA, Fla. (AP) 

— Rodney Helton stood in 
a cotton field in Atmore, Ala-
bama, on a Thursday morning, 
just over the Florida state line, 
with puddles of wet, mushy 
soil and water gathering over 
his dirty boots.

He reached out and plucked 
a sopping wet cotton boll off 
of a brown, rotting stem and 
held it between his fingers, 
shaking his head.

“See this?” he said, peeling 
the wet cotton apart like an 
orange. “That’s not how it’s 
supposed to be. It’s supposed 
to be fluffy, it’s cotton. That’s 
no good. No good.”

Like almost all farmers in 
the northern ends of Escam-
bia and Santa Rosa counties, 
2018 was one for the record 
books, and not in a good way. 
The Pensacola area saw just 
over 90 inches of rain total last 
year, which is 2 feet more than 

it normally does. Mickey Di-
amond, a cotton and peanut 
farmer in Jay, said his town 
saw over 100 inches of rain.

The rain was relentless, 
farmers said. It didn’t just 
come in a handful of big 
weather events like it usually 
does. Instead, the rain came 
just about once a week, every 
week, during the fall and win-
ter, drenching crops, fields and 
equipment and giving nothing 
a chance to dry.

“We just kept losing the 
crop,” Helton said. “A half-
inch of rain is not bad, but 2 to 
3 inches at a time, every time, 
is bad. Just about every time, 
it had enough time to get dry, 
there was another rain event.”

Cotton, which is plant-
ed in the spring and usually 
harvested by Thanksgiving, 
was drenched before it had 
a chance to sprout. The cot-
ton that was lucky enough to 

sprout was drenched by rain 
and unable to be picked up by 
the equipment.

Helton also has about 400 
acres of peanut fields he can’t 
harvest, since his equipment 
can’t make it through the 
muddy fields. Even if it could, 
it wouldn’t do much good, 
since the vines are rotted from 
so much rain and the peanuts 
shake off the stems too easily 
to be picked up by the ma-
chine.

Diamond, the Jay farmer, 
has acres of fields still planted 
with cotton, when he’d nor-
mally be planting cover crops 
by now, which are crops like 
wheat or oats usually planted 
between winter and spring 
that can keep the soil from 
eroding until it’s time to plant 
new, bigger crops.

“It’s been an unreal hard 
year this year for farmers,” Di-
amond said. “One of the worst 

we’ve ever seen.”
A normal amount of yearly 

rainfall for the extreme west-
ern Panhandle region is about 
65 inches, according to the 
National Weather Service in 
Mobile, Alabama.

Of the 90 inches of rain 
logged in Pensacola in 2018, 
16.55 inches came just in the 
month of December, hamper-
ing farmers’ last-ditch efforts 
to get all of their crop out of the 
ground before the new year.

“We hope to be done by 
Thanksgiving every year,” 
Diamond said. “Right now, 
we’re a long way from being 
through.”

Farmers made it through 
the first half of the year being 
optimistic about the 2018 
crop. Rains had been steady 
but held off at the right times, 
and farmers were thinking 
they’d be turning large profits 
if the trend continued.

Nobody covers Edgar County
agriculture news better than

The Prairie Press.
Nobody.
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who would?

lunches with local produce 
like miniature chocolate bell 
peppers, green beans with 
roasted red peppers and black 
cherry tomatoes.

The district sources pas-
tured eggs for the omelet bar 
from Redrange Farm of New 
Salem, of which the propri-
etors are set to visit primary 
students later this school year 
for a lesson on farming and 
livestock. Another agricul-
ture lesson featuring industry 
professionals — possibly on 
dairy cows — will be sched-
uled for secondary students, 
said Triffanoff.

Students may have noticed 
a new face behind the caf-
eteria serving counters this 
school year.

Supplementing the pro-
gram, Triffanoff steps away 
from his desk and into the 
kitchen to help cafeteria staff 
prepare and serve meals made 
with foods sourced from area 
producers.

His presence in the dis-
trict’s two cafeterias, coupled 
with the new farm-fresh ap-
proach, is an attempt to get 
students excited about local 
food and agriculture, Trif-
fanoff said.

“We all know the kids have 
their favorites,” he said, rat-
tling off a list of cafeteria sta-
ples including popcorn chick-
en, pizza and chicken nuggets.

“We’re trying to teach the 
kids about healthier eating 
and a healthier lifestyle but 
also the cooking behind it, 
because I think that’s what 
gets the kids’ attention,” said 

Triffanoff, a trained chef who 
worked in various restaurant 
and hotel kitchens before 
transitioning to education 
food service.

In Maryland, some Freder-
ick County farmers planning 
next year’s crops are push-
ing for more produce to be 
used in the county’s public 
schools.

Frederick County Public 
Schools, in cooperation with 
two local food advocacy orga-
nizations, has spent the past 
year exploring the feasibility 
of adding more locally and 
Maryland-grown fruits and 
vegetables to school lunches. 
Where they’re finding short-
ages, however, is in farmers 
who will commit ground to 
cafeteria staples.

“This is nothing with-
out the farmers,” said Steve 

O’Brey, a school food pro-
curement coordinator. “Right 
now, we’ve found two.”

Kip Kelley, owner of Full 
Cellar Farm in Jefferson, is 
one of the farmers leading the 
charge to bring local produce 
to the lunch table.

He and O’Brey made ar-
rangements in 2018 for him 
to grow tomatoes, green pep-
pers and lettuce for the early 
months of the 2018-2019 
school year. 

Unfortunately, rain and 
flooding hindered his crop, so 
the agreement didn’t come to 
fruition.

Undeterred, FCPS is still 
interested in working with 
Kelley, and he is willing to de-
vote a portion of his five acres 
to the school system’s need 
for peppers, tomatoes and cu-
cumbers in 2019.

of losses begin to erode cash 
flow and generally weaken the 
financial foundation for most 
operations. 
   The firms in the weakest fi-
nancial condition may face 
debt repayment difficulty as 

a result of their negative cash 
flows. 

“In today’s industry this 
most likely means some 
smaller hog producers may 
leave the industry and force 
further consolidation among 
larger producers,” Hurt says. 

The outlook for 2019 is still 
closely tied to resolution of 

trade disruptions with Mex-
ico, Canada, and China. The 
USMCA with Mexico and 
Canada must be approved in 
the three countries. Current 
negotiations with China re-
main high-stakes, Hurt says. 
“If there is no agreement with 
China and current Chinese 
tariffs remain in place, then 

2019 price prospects will like-
ly fade. On the other hand, a 
negotiated settlement with 
China will likely restore our 
pork exports to them, with a 
considerable chance they will 
agree to measurably increase 
agricultural purchases with 
pork being one of the prod-
ucts to benefit,” he says. 

the pest. Fortunately, there is 
a protocol to follow.       

Step 1. Determine the 
cause of the damage. It could 
be a disease or insect, but 
it could also be environ-
mental (weather), or even 
a gardener-caused problem 
like over-watering or string 
trimmer damage.

Step 2. If the damage is 
disease or insects, determine 
what pesticides are recom-
mended for the specific 
problem. (Hint – they won’t 
be the same for disease as for 
insects.)

Step 3. Start with the mild-

est pesticide and work your 
way up to the more toxic if it 
doesn’t work.

Step 4. Admit defeat and 
remove the plant, replacing it 
with one more suited to the 
site.

The University of Illinois 
Extension Master Garden-
ers of Edgar County wish 
you happy planning as you 
prepare for the new grow-
ing season. Contact us at 
217-465-8585 for all your 
gardening questions. 

(Jan Phipps is a master 
gardener and a member of the 
University of Illinois Exten-
sion Master Gardeners of 
Edgar County. Email her at 
jan¬phipps@gmail.com.)

We are … 
 Edgar  
County. 

101 N. Central Ave., Paris
    217-921-3216
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Puzzles ANSWERS ON PAGE 9B

Across
1. Sheep sounds

 5. Turn up

11. Statements of support

14. Spells

15. Evildoer

18. One-time baseball stadium 

staple

19. Activities

21. WWII-era US President

23. Soft, flexible leather

24. Proverb

28. Wish (Hindu)

29. Injury treatment

30. Red Sox ace

32. “Deadliest Catch” captain

33. Baseball stat

35. Where marine life lives

36. Heartbeat test

39. Signs on the dotted line

41. Atomic #24

42. Bind securely

44. Swiss Nobel Peace Prize 

winner

46. Fragrant brown balsam

47. Where you were born

49. Sells a ticket for more than 

its price

52. Where goods are presented

56. Jewish salutation

58. Fruits

60. Poorly educated

62. Microorganism

63. Depicted

Clues Down
 1. Ballplayer’s too

 2. Hairdo

 3. From a distance

 4. Belt one out

 5. Revising a text

 6. More (Spanish)

 7. Beloved Spielberg alien

 8. BBQ dish

 9. Provoke

10. Within

12. Canadian flyers

13. Smugly smile

16. Buffalo

17. Lake in the Kalahari Desert

20. Grab

22. Rural delivery

25. Equally

26. It’s sometimes passed

27. Citizens who are 

qualified to vote

29. Greek letter

31. Body part

34. Boxing result

36. Newts

37. Predatory semiaquatic 

reptiles

38. Cockatoo

40. The NFL’s big game 

(abbr.)

43. Leguminous east

CROSSWORD

 Indian tree

45. News reporting 

organization

48. A nemesis of Batman

50. Legal term

51. Not all

53. A way to greet

54. Knot in a tree

55. Satisfy

57. Russian space station

58. A baby’s mealtime 

accessory

59. Stitch together

61. ___ and behold

the speed of light is a universal 
ratio. Every fractal pattern ap-
proaches the constant. Even-
tually, his body gave out and 
he had a physical breakdown 
but not before he unlocked the 
door to Chaos Theory.

Chaos is making order 
out of disorder. The most 
helter-skelter actions can be 
found to be predicable on a 
small enough scale and short 
time. The better we can define 
the pattern the longer out we 
can predict the future result. 

Chaos theory focuses on 

the behavior of dynamical 
systems that are highly 
sensitive to initial conditions. 
The smallest change can 
lead to drastically different 
future results. In weather it 
is referred to as the butterfly 
effect. Given the right 
conditions, it’s possible the 
tiny change in air pressure 
from a butterfly wing beating 
in Africa could lead to a 
hurricane developing in the 
Caribbean two weeks later.

Maybe a more concrete 
example will make it clearer. 
Consider a flock of starlings, it 
looks like a big swarm darting 
randomly but somehow 

there are no midair collisions. 
The birds move as a group 
and arrive at a destination. 
The same is true of a swarm 
of bees, a mass of gnats or a 
school of fish.

They only need a few rules 
to follow. Each bird will move 
away from another if too close, 
but, if they get too far away, 
they move back closer. They 
give preference to moving the 
direction others are moving 
with the greatest preference to 
the individuals on the outside. 
The end result is a darting, 
chaotic group moving together 
with a type of organization. A 
herd of gazelle reacting to an 

outside member spotting a 
lion is an application.

Programming these simple 
rules into a computer game 
for moving dots around will 
exhibit the same motions. The 
military is testing programs to 
have a swarm of drones move 
in formation together without 
individual dependence on 
ground control and no single 
leader to follow. They can 
become autonomous. 

Chaos theory is applied to 
traffic control as we develop 
self-driving cars. We already 
use the same concepts now 
when trying to exit a parking 
lot after a big event. There are 

SULLIVAN
FROM PAGE 1B

no traffic lights yet individual 
drivers figure it out and move 
as a mass out of the parking 
lot and onto the freeway. For 
another example, watch a huge 
crowd in a sports complex 
move to their seats, conces-
sions and restrooms using the 
same basic rules of travel.

Chaos and fractal math 
are how fluid flow dynam-
ics is best described. It is 
the motion of microscopic 
molecules moving with a few 
simple rules and interacting 
with each other. When they 
encounter any small change 
the whole system has to react 
and adjust. Small changes 
can lead to large different 
outcomes in the future.

Computer models used 
for weather prediction apply 
a set of math equations and 
start with initial conditions to 

calculate for a next step and 
repeat to predict forward in 
time. The more precise and 
complete initial conditions en-
tered and the smaller time step 
between calculations the more 
accurate the prediction. 

The Greek word Khaos 
means void, and the ancients 
described the formation of the 
universe as Khaos to Kosmos, 
the ordered Universe. Author 
Diana Gabaldon said, “What 
underlies great science is what 
underlies great art, and that 
is the ability to distinguish 
patterns out of chaos.”  

(Terry Sullivan’s fascination 
with science started as a child 
watching Carl Sagan’s “Cosmos” 
and James Burke’s “Connections” 
on PBS. He is the technology 
and curriculum director for the 
Shiloh School District. Email 
him at sullivant@shiloh1.us) 

EIU Open House offers 
exclusive within doors
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

CHARLESTON — East-
ern Illinois University will 
host a Friday, Feb. 8 Open 
House, giving communi-
ty college transfer students 
an exclusive look at all the 
opportunities Illinois’ top-
ranked public regional uni-
versity can provide.

EIU’s Open House fea-
tures representatives from 
every academic area at EIU, 
as well as representatives 
from the Departments of 
Admissions, Financial Aid 
and Housing and Dining.

“Visiting campus during 
our Open House events is 
the perfect opportunity to 
see what EIU is all about,” 
said Kelly Miller, EIU di-
rector of Admissions. “The 
college search process is all 
about helping students find 
the best fit for their academ-
ic and career interests. We’ve 
found that students who are 
interested in small class siz-
es, personal attention from 
faculty and staff, the op-
portunity to have hands-on 
involvement with relevant 
research in their field and a 
desire to positively serve and 
impact people and commu-
nities often find that EIU is 
an exceptional fit.”

“We want every prospec-
tive student at this event to 
learn exactly what EIU can 
do for them and their fu-
tures,” added Miller. “The 
Friday visit will give open 
house participants a great 
opportunity to explore what 
a day in the life looks like as 
current EIU students head 
to class and campus events 
as part of their normal rou-
tines.”

Miller shared that because 
EIU is able to personalize 
the open house experience 
to individual participants, 
prospective students are giv-
en exclusive opportunities to 
meet and interact with facul-
ty and staff members from 
departments and areas most 

closely aligned with their in-
terests.

“That approach helps us 
create the early relationships 
students need to become 
engaged in their college ex-
perience, and to help them 
succeed as EIU students and 
as future Eastern alumni.”

The Feb. 8 visit will 
include campus tours, a 
current EIU student ques-
tion-and-answer panel and 
a complimentary lunch. 
Prospective students who 
apply for EIU admission 
during the open house event 
will also have their applica-
tion fees waived—normally 
a $30 charge—along with 
the side-by-side assistance 
of EIU admissions coun-
selors who can assist them 
with the college application 
process.

Last fall, EIU was once 
again named Illinois’ top 
public regional institution 
by U.S. News & World 
Report — a distinction EIU 
has held for several consecu-
tive years, and one that EIU 
representatives are always 
eager to share with prospec-
tive students looking for 
their future college home.

“EIU students are suc-
cessful because our quali-
fied faculty and caring staff 
create strategic and mean-
ingful student outcomes,” 
Miller said. “We absolutely 
love what we do, because we 
absolutely love seeing our 
students succeed. Our open 
houses are special for us, 
because for so many, that’s 
where the great relation-
ships with our students 
start.”

For more information 
about or to register for EIU’s 
February 8 Open House, 
visit www.eiu.edu/open-
house/. 

To learn more about 
EIU’s various programs and 
services, visit the EIU web-
site at www.eiu.edu, or call 
EIU’s public information 
office at (217) 581-7400.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

MARSHALL – Reading is 
an antidote for the cabin fever 
that can accompany inclem-
ent winter weather.

With that in mind, the Mar-
shall Public Library is starting 
a Cabin Fever Reading Pro-
gram for all readers 14-years-
old and up.

It is a simple program. Par-
ticipants may pick up a Cabin 
Fever bookmark at the library 
or online at www.marshalli-
llibrary.com and record the 
books they read now through 

Feb. 16.  
Readers list five books on 

each bookmark and exchange 
a completed bookmark at the 
circulation desk for a new 
bookmark. Each completed 
bookmark serves as an entry 
in a weekly drawing for gift 
cards to local restaurants. 
A great courses DVD also 
counts as a book title.

The reader with the high-
est number of bookmarks 
turned in by Feb. 16 wins 
the grand prize. All prizes are 
sponsored by the Friends of 
the Library. 

Cabin Fever reading 
contest in Marshall



SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

SPRINGFIELD – State 
Sen. Chapin Rose (R-Mahom-
et) was sworn into office Jan. 
9 at the Statehouse during the 
Illinois Senate Inauguration.

“I want to thank the people 
of the 51st Senate District for 
entrusting me to represent 
them in Springfield,” Rose 
said. “It’s an honor to serve 
and be their voice at the 
Statehouse. I look forward 
to working on legislation and 
reforms this legislative ses-
sion that can help the people 
of central and east-central 
Illinois. I encourage anyone 
who has a question, com-
ment, or needs help with a 
government related issue to 
reach out to my office.”

Rose’s last vote of the pre-
vious General Assembly oc-
curred just two hours before 
the new General Assembly was 
sworn in. It was a vote against 
legislation to give 15 percent 
raises to certain state govern-
ment department heads and 
other positions that already 
pay six figures.

“Despite Illinois’ improved 
economy, our state budget is 
not in a position to handle pay 
raises for department heads 
– and certainly not ahead of 
increases for developmental 
disability providers, higher ed-
ucation, K-12 schools, or other 

worthy causes,” Rose said.
Senator Dale Righter 

(R-Mattoon), who represents 
Grandview and Kansas town-
ships of Edgar County in 
his senate district also voted 
against the pay raises. 

“The reality is, Illinois’ poor 
fiscal situation reflects what 
happens as a direct result of 
decades of wasteful and irre-
sponsible spending practices,” 
said Righter. “Let’s hope this 
last-minute action is not an 
indicator of how the new Gen-
eral Assembly will operate. To 
help our state move forward, 
we need to work together and 
implement key reforms to 
improve our economy—not 
push through another measure 
that only increases the costs 
within our state agencies.”

The legislation passed the 
Senate 33-21 and the House 
68-37-1 and is on the way to 
the governor’s office for a sig-
nature or veto.

Rose, who represents all or 
portions of Champaign, De-
Witt, Douglas, Edgar, Macon, 
McLean, Moultrie, Piatt, Shel-
by, and Vermilion Counties, is 
also an Assistant Republican 
Leader for the Senate Republi-
can Caucus.

Rose’s office contacts:

CHAMPAIGN COUNTY DISTRICT 
OFFICE: 

510 S. Staley Rd., Suite D 

Special to The Prairie Press

Senator Chapin Rose (R-Mahomet) takes the oath of office 
during a swearing in ceremony Wednesday, Jan. 9, in the Illinois 
Statehouse. Rose represents most of Edgar County in the 
Illinois Senate. Senator Dale Righter (R-Mattoon) has Grandview 
and Kansas townships as part of his senate district.
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ghenry@prairiepress.net

BROCTON – A intermit-
tent resident of Brocton has 
asked for resumption of wa-
ter service at her residence, 
despite an unpaid bill from a 
previous stay.

Village president Dennis 
Cary presented a plan at the 
Wednesday, Jan. 9, village 
meeting by which the resident 
will pay $350 up front, plus the 
$65 deposit as a stipulation for 
resuming water service.

“This is probably the only 
way to recoup some of the 
money owed,” said Cary.

Village trustees did not 
want any part of the deal.

It was noted during a pre-
vious stay in town the woman 
ran up a large unpaid water bill 
and when the water was shut 
off her boyfriend at the time 
attempted to restore service 
by forcing open the locked 
meter. The result was a wa-

ter line break that required 
emergency Sunday service by 
a plumber and repairs to the 
line of approximately $1,700.

“We should get the whole 
amount,” said trustee Bill We-
ber. “She destroyed our prop-
erty.”

The others expressed con-
cerns the old habit of ignoring 
the water bills will continue 
if service is resumed. Trustee 
Marshel Murphy Jr., who is 
responsible for the village wa-
ter system, pledged to keep a 
close eye on the account and 
shut off water the first time a 
bill is delinquent.

The trustees developed 
a counter-offer for Cary to 
present. The house will only 
get water if the woman signs 
a contract stating she will first 
pay up front a total of $415 
to cover the deposit and the 
plumber’s $350 emergency 
fee, remit monthly payments 
in full and on time and pay an 

extra $50 per month until the 
total amount of the old debt, 
including the village’s cost for 
repairing the damaged water 
line, is resolved. Another stip-
ulation in the contract states 
the first time the resident 
misses paying in full both the 
monthly bill and the $50 sur-
charge, the village will shut 
off the water service and place 
a mechanics lien against the 
property for any unpaid bal-
ance.

Trustees Christie Cox, 
Murphy and Weber voted yes 
for the alternative proposal. 
Richard Grice voted no be-
cause he wanted everything in 
arrears paid before resuming 
service. Trustees Debbie Por-
ter and Rodney Wood were 
not present at the meeting. 

Cary asked for authoriza-
tion to spend up to $2,000 to 
improve lighting and install 
storage shelves at the village 
workshop. He described the 

Brocton trustees cautious 
about renewing water service

shop as a mess and an accident 
waiting to happen, especially 
without enough lights to illu-
minate the space.

“We can get the Christmas 
lights and other items off the 
floor and organized,” said 
Cary. “Those lights need to be 
rolled up and put in totes.”

Cary did not have an exact 
break down for costs. He said 
an electrician’s service will 
be needed to install the new 
light, and he thought it might 
be necessary to hire someone 
to help get the shop cleaned 
up. The purchase of shelving, 
totes and other items for orga-
nizing the space Cary estimat-
ed as minimal.

The measure was approved. 
Also approved was a plan by 
a newly appointed commit-
tee for doing more with the 
community center to host the 
showing of a motion picture 
at the center from 3-5 p.m. 
Jan. 27.

Chapin Rose begins next Senate term

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Local Girl Scouts are now 
taking orders for Girl Scout 
Cookies. Orders are being 

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

MARSHALL – Low to 
middle income citizens, 
and those over 60 years of 
age, are eligible for free tax 
preparation assistance at 
the Marshall Public Library.

Volunteers trained 
through the tax aide pro-
gram in cooperation with 
the IRS will provide con-

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

MARYVILLE – Congress-
man John Shimkus (R-15th 
District) is once again asking 
constituents to participate in 
his annual “Valentines for He-
roes” program. The congress-
man’s district offices will col-
lect valentines for distribution 
throughout the region to veter-
ans and those currently serving 
in the military.

“Tens of thousands of valen-
tines have come into my offices 
every year since we began Val-

entines for Heroes,” Shimkus 
said. “Elementary and middle 
school classes, church youth 
groups, homeschoolers, senior 
citizens and constituents from 
every corner of the district 
have been overwhelmingly 
generous and supportive of our 
military men and women, past 
and present.”  

Valentines will be accepted 
at Shimkus’ offices until Feb. 
8 and will then be distributed 
to local Veterans Affairs and 
military facilities before Valen-
tine’s Day. Valentines may be 

dropped off or mailed to any of 
the district offices:

•15 Professional Park Drive, 
Maryville, IL 62062

•City Hall Room 12, 110 
East Locust Street, Harrisburg, 
IL 62946

•101 North Fourth Street, 
Suite 303, Effingham, IL 62401

•201 North Vermilion 
Street, Suite 325, Danville, IL 
61832

Here are the rules for sub-
mitting valentines to the pro-
gram:
Do not address them as 

valentines cannot be delivered 
to specific people.
All must be signed with a 

first name only – no last names 
included as part of the signa-
ture. 
Do not provide a return 

address. 
Do not seal the envelopes. 
All valentines are reviewed 

for content and appropriate-
ness before distribution.

Constituents may call the 
congressman’s Maryville Of-
fice at 618-288-7190 with 
questions.

Champaign, IL. 61822 - 
Phone: (217) 607-1853

MACON COUNTY DISTRICT 
OFFICE: 

5130 Hickory Point Front-
age Road, Suite 103 
Decatur, IL. 62526 - 
Phone: (217) 330-9356

RIGHTER’S OFFICE CONTACTS:
309M Statehouse
Springfield, IL. 62706
Phone 217-782-6674
88 Broadway, Suite 1
Mattoon, IL. 61938
Phone: 217-235-6033
Email: drighter@consoli-

dated.net

Shimkus collecting Valentines for heroes

Tax assistance at 
Marshall Library

fidential tax preparation for 
those needing assistance, who 
fall within the prescribed in-
come levels. The tax assistance 
program runs from Feb. 5 to 
April 13, and it is by appoint-
ment only.

More information about 
the service or scheduling an 
appointment is possible by 
calling 217-826-2535 starting 
Jan. 14. 

Girl Scout Cookies
accepted by Ruby Floyd, 
217-251-2748, or Tammy 
Heff, 217463-2703. Cook-
ie sales help fund activities 
for the girls.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

SPRINGFIELD – The Il-
linois Department of Trans-
portation is seeking real sto-
ries from people who have 
lost loved ones or otherwise 
been affected by poor choic-
es and driving behaviors. The 
stories will be used as a part of 
Life or Death Illinois, IDOT’s 
ongoing effort to encour-
age better driving habits and 
reach zero deaths on Illinois 
roads.

“Traffic crashes and fatal-

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

CHICAGO – The Illi-
nois Department of Hu-
man Services (IDHS) 
announced today that Feb-
ruary Supplemental Nutri-
tion Assistance Program 
(SNAP) benefits will be 
funded through the end of 
February, but they will be 
issued to Illinois custom-
ers on or before January 
20. Typically, benefits are 
issued in the first few days 
of the month.

“We want to reas-
sure our customers that 
SNAP benefits are funded 
through the end of Febru-
ary,” IDHS Secretary James 
Dimas said. “However, we 
need to spread the word 
as quickly and widely as 
possible that these benefits 
will be issued earlier than 
usual.”

SNAP is a federal pro-
gram administered by the 
United States Department 

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

SPRINGFIELD – First 
Lady Diana Rauner an-
nounced this week the Illi-
nois Governor’s Mansion 
received a LEED Silver des-
ignation from the U.S. Green 
Building Council. 

The designation, which 
follows a full $15 million 

privately-funded renovation, 
addresses multiple catego-
ries related to sustainability, 
including energy efficiency, 
green cleaning, and air qual-
ity.

“Achieving LEED Silver 
certification is an accomplish-
ment of which the entire state 
can be proud,” said Rauner, 
who spearheaded the reno-

vations when she served as 
chairwoman of the nonprofit, 
privately funded Illinois Gov-
ernor’s Mansion Association. 
“Our mission to fully renovate 
the People’s House has come 
to fruition, focusing on his-
tory and art while preserving 
the Mansion for future gener-
ations. We accomplished that 
while utilizing the existing 

structure and materials, taking 
advantage of its existing urban 
site, and selecting sustainable 
and energy efficient products 
available from all over Illinois.” 

The Governor’s Mansion 
is open 1-4 pm daily. For in-
formation about tour and 
security policies, visit www.
illinois.gov/gov/about/Gov-
ernorsMansion.

SNAP continues
despite shutdown 
February SNAP 
benefits will be is-
sued to customers 
on January 20

IDOT invites public to share driving stories
ities do not just represent 
statistics but names and faces 
of people with families and 
loved ones who care about 
them,” said Cynthia Watters, 
IDOT's bureau chief of Safe-
ty Programs and Engineering. 
“The choices we all make in 
our daily travels can change 
your life or someone else’s 
forever. By sharing these sto-
ries, we hope to honor victims 
and save lives.” 

The stories will be used as 
part the following campaigns: 
Drive Sober or Get Pulled 

Over, Click It or Ticket, dis-
tracted driving awareness, 
work zone safety, motorcycle 
safety, bicycle safety and pe-
destrian safety. 

To submit a story for con-
sideration, visit LifeorDeath-
Illinois.com.

Last year, 1,047 people died 
on Illinois roads, according to 
provisional IDOT statistics, 
marking the third consecutive 
year of more than 1,000 traffic 
fatalities, among the highest 
totals in a decade.

In response, IDOT in 

2018 launched Life or Death 
Illinois to spotlight the im-
portance of safe driving and 
appeal to audiences to stop 
and consider the seriousness 
of the issues on the state’s 
roads. 

Made possible by federal 
traffic safety funds adminis-
tered by IDOT, Life or Death 
Illinois runs throughout the 
year on various media, includ-
ing digital billboards, social 
media and online platforms, 
as well as traditional radio and 
TV safety messages.

Governor’s Mansion earns LEED Silver certification

of Agriculture (USDA) and 
distributed through IDHS in 
Illinois. January and Febru-
ary SNAP benefits will not 
be affected by the current lack 
of federal appropriations. Be-
cause of the way the USDA 
has funded February SNAP 
benefits, they must be issued 
on or before January 20. This 
is about a week and half earlier 
than usual for customers. 

There is no need for cus-
tomers to visit the local IDHS 
offices or call their casework-
ers. 

IDHS staff will be working 
in the upcoming days to im-
plement the necessary chang-
es so customers see no disrup-
tion in their benefits. 

SNAP customers will re-
ceive the normal amount of 
monthly SNAP benefits on 
their Link cards, the debit-like 
cards used to spend SNAP 
benefits and other cash assis-
tance.  

IDHS will be working to 
communicate the early issu-
ance to SNAP customers in 
the upcoming days through 
the IDHS website, Link web-
site and customer service 
phone line, a social media 
campaign and community 
outreach. 

SPRINGFIELD, Ill. 
(AP) — Illinois officials 
have accepted a more 
than $10 million bid from 
a contractor to repair the 
deteriorating Illinois State 
Fair Coliseum, with the 
goal of reopening the coli-
seum in time for this year's 
fair.

Springfield-based R.D. 
Lawrence Construction 
Co. was awarded the con-
tract late last week, The 
State Journal-Register 
reported. The company 
hopes to begin construc-
tion in the coming weeks.

"I think everyone's elat-
ed with the fact that move-
ment has begun on the 
renovation repairs," said 
John Slayton, chairman of 
the Illinois Fairgrounds 
Foundation, which was 
created in 2016 to raise 
money for the repairs.

Incentives are in place 
for R.D. Lawrence to fin-
ish work by July 20 so the 
coliseum can be reopened 
for this year's fair, said John 

Illinois accepts 
$10M bid to repair 
state fair coliseum

Goetz, the company's presi-
dent.

Funding for the project 
comes from $30 million the 
General Assembly allocated 
last year to repair the state's 
two fairgrounds.

A large focus of the ren-
ovation will be the roof. 
An additional $2 million to 
$2.5 million is needed to 
repair the facility's heating, 
air conditioning and venti-
lation systems. The Illinois 
Fairgrounds Foundation will 
continue seeking donations 
for the additional work, Slay-
ton said.

Inspectors in 2016 conclud-
ed the coliseum was no longer 
safe after years of neglect that 
resulted in significant structur-
al deterioration. Hazards in-
clude corroding steel support 
beams, missing screws and 
bolts, leaks in the roof, water 
damage, peeling paint and 
missing wood planks.

Part of the three-tiered 
building dates to 1901. It was 
often used to house horse 
shows and other events.
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TO PLACE AN AD:

217-921-3216
mjacobs@prairiepress.net

Office space for rent
208 East Jasper St., Paris, IL
Stop by weekdays 8-5 or phone 
217/465-8562.

Alco Overhead Doors
Service on all types of 
garage doors. New door sales.  
Residential & commercial
217-346-2808

Odd Jobs Mary
House cleaning, Organizing
Windows, Minor Landscaping
Serving Paris & the surrounding 
area.  Call (217) 508-2004

REGIONAL DRIVERS NEEDED
Run Midwest only. Van & flatbed.  
Avg $0.50 per mile.  Can be 
home 2-3 nights per week & 
weekends.  1 yr exp required. 
Class A CDL. 217-712-0429

THE ETC. SHOPPE 
141 E Court Street, Downtown 
Paris
217-264-1921 or 217-463-2653
We buy estates or gently used 
furniture, appliances, electronics, 
baby furniture, antiques. One 
item to a complete household. 
Call Robin today.
open Wed, Thu, Fri, Sat. 
9 am-5 pm. 
We pay cash!

MOVING SALE
In basement 309 W Crawford 
Street, Apt. #2
Sat & Sun, Jan 12 & 13 9am-3pm
enter by back door
Misc. items, furniture, tools, 
decor, battery powered wheel 
chair,  too numerous to mention

SAVE ON YOUR NEXT 
PRESCRIPTION! World Health 
Link. Price Match Guarantee! 
Prescriptions Required. CIPA 
Certified. Over 1500 medications 
available. CALL Today For A Free 
Price Quote. 1-855-718-4398 Call 
Now!

Stay in your home longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In 
Bathtub. Receive up to $1,500 
off, including a free toilet, and 
a lifetime warranty on the tub 
and installation! Call us at 
1-866-931-8891

AIRLINE CAREERS FOR NEW 
YEAR BECOME AN AVIATION 
MAINTENANCE TECH. FAA 
APPROVED TRAINING. 
FINANCIAL AID IF QUALIFIED. 
JOB PLACEMENT ASSISTANCE. 
CALL AIM 800-481-8312

Now Hiring! Precision Collision 
is seeking qualified individuals 
to join our team!
-Competitive pay
-Family Atmosphere
-Must be 18 to apply
-Valid Driver’s License Required
Positions available: Detailer & 
Estimator/Salesperson
Experience required for 
our estimator/salesperson 
position. Open interview’s every 
Wednesday from 9 am-12 pm

Shiloh Community Unit School 
District #1 is seeking a 
full time Resource Officer.  
This individual will be employed 
through the Edgar County 
Sheriff’s office.  
Qualifications - high school 
diploma or GED; supplemented 
by vocational/technical training 
in law enforcement or closely 
related field.  
Duties will begin as soon as pos-
sible.  Salary will be contingent 
on qualifications and experience.  
This is approximately a 9 month 
contract.  
If interested in more details, 
contact:
Edgar County Sheriff 
Jeff Wood, 217-465-4166, 
or Shiloh Superintendent 
Allen Hall, 217-887-2364.

The City of Chrisman is taking 
applications for the 
City Treasurer position. 
Applications can be picked up 
from the City Office, 
222 W Madison Ave, Chrisman, IL 
61924 and are to be turned in by 
January 21st. 
Full-time position, no weekends.
Some duties include managing 
accounts receivable/payable, 
payroll, answering phone calls, 
taking customer payments, 
bank reconciliations, and 
attending City Council meetings.

HOOF & PAW
PET BOARDING
Phone (217)466-5488

HOUSE OF SALE
726 N Central Paris
1000 Sq Feet, 
2 bedroom
$19,000 
Ph 217-251-3702

2 & 3 Bdrm. Mobile Home
gas, electric, water, can
be included in rent, dep.
Washer & dryer and AC may be 
included also.
217-463-8800, leave msg.

Very nice 2br duplex apt 
on east lake.
Washer, dryer dishwasher, 
stove, refrigerator 
$675 month + dep
Call 466-8210 1yr lease

Very nice 2 bedroom, 1 bath 
apt with carport, w/d hookups, 
no pets.  $525/mo. 
Call 812-208-8063

Very nice 1bd room apt 
$495+dep 1yr lease 
Call 466 8210

Very nice two bedroom apt on 
East Lake with washer, dryer, 
dishwasher, stove refrigerator. 
1 yr lease + dep $625M 
Call 466 8210

Freshly renovated 1 and 2 BR 
apts.  Water & trash included.  
Great location!  No pets.
217-264-9634

Nice 2br apt 
$525+dep 
Central air. 
217 466 8210

For Rent -   Marshall
2 bdrm apartment; 
2nd floor with deck; 
 off street parking;  
$600 monthly 
including ALL utilities
217 822 6103

TOP CASH PAID! 
FOR OLD MOTORCYCLES! 
1900-1979. 
DEAD OR ALIVE! 
920-371-0494

2019 Edgar County Historical 
Society  will be open 1st & 3rd 
Saturdays each month from 10 
am-3 pm

FREON R12 WANTED: CERTIFIED 
BUYER will PAY CA$H for R12 
cylinders or cases of cans. (312) 
291-9169; www.refrigerantfind-
ers.com

Earthlink High Speed Internet. 
As Low As $14.95/month (for 
the first 3 months.) Reliable High 
Speed Fiber Optic Technology. 
Stream Videos, Music and 
More! Call Earthlink Today 
1-855-409-3253

Spectrum Triple Play! TV, 
Internet & Voice for $29.99 
ea. 60 MB per second speed 
No contract or commitment. 
More Channels. Faster 
Internet. Unlimited Voice. Call 
1-877-649-4346

TAKE NOTICE 
CERTIFICATE NO. 150023

TO: JEFFREY MYERS, Persons in 
Occupancy or actual possession 
of said property, unknown owners 
or parties interested in said land 
or lots. A Petition for Tax Deed on 
the property described below has 
been filed with the Circuit Clerk 
of EDGAR County, IL as Case 
No. 2016TX1(9). The Property 
is located at:  Permanent Index 
Number: 08-16-26-140-010, Brief 
Legal Description:  LOTS 18 & 19 
WN BROWNS HEIRS 1ST ADD, 
Certificate Number: 150023. Said 
Property was sold on 10/27/2016 
for Delinquent Real Estate Taxes 
and/or Special Assessments 
for the year 2015.  The period 
of redemption will expire on 
5/28/2019. On June 13, 2019 @ 
1:30 PM the Petitioner will make 
application to such Court in said 
County for an Order for Issuance 
of a Tax Deed.
A B Investments, Petitioner

TAKE NOTICE 
CERTIFICATE NO. 150031

TO: PROSPECT BANK TRUSTEE 
FOR TRUST 455C-3887, Persons 
in Occupancy or actual posses-
sion of said property, unknown 
owners or parties interested in 
said land or lots. A Petition for Tax 
Deed on the property described 
below has been filed with the 
Circuit Clerk of EDGAR County, 
IL as Case No. 2016TX1(10). 
The Property is located at:  
Permanent Index Number: 
09-13-36-100-025, Brief Legal 
Description:  S36 T14 R12 PT SW 
NE NW. , Certificate Number: 
150031. Said Property was sold 
on 10/27/2016 for Delinquent 
Real Estate Taxes and/or Special 
Assessments for the year 2015.  
The period of redemption will 
expire on 5/28/2019. On June 
13, 2019 @ 1:30 PM the Petitioner 
will make application to such 
Court in said County for an Order 
for Issuance of a Tax Deed.
A B Investments, Petitioner

TAKE NOTICE 
CERTIFICATE NO. 150050

TO: DELORES LEE WHALEN, 
ILLINOIS HOUSING 
DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY, 
Persons in Occupancy or actual 
possession of said property, 
unknown owners or parties in-
terested in said land or lots. 
A Petition for Tax Deed on the 
property described below has 
been filed with the Circuit Clerk 
of EDGAR County, IL as Case 
No. 2016TX1(11). The Property 
is located at:  Permanent Index 
Number: 09-18-01-208-003, 
Brief Legal Description:  S1 
T13 R12 E 60’ LOT 8 SAMUEL 
CONNELLYS ADD., Certificate 
Number: 150050. Said Property 
was sold on 10/27/2016 for 
Delinquent Real Estate Taxes 
and/or Special Assessments 
for the year 2015.  The period 
of redemption will expire on 
5/28/2019. On June 13, 2019 @ 
1:30 PM the Petitioner will make 
application to such Court in said 
County for an Order for Issuance 
of a Tax Deed.
A B Investments, Petitioner

TAKE NOTICE 
CERTIFICATE NO. 150066

TO: JAY W HISSEM, MICHELLE 
M HISSEM, DISCOVER BANK, 
ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF 
REVENUE LIEN UNIT, Persons in 
Occupancy or actual possession 
of said property, unknown owners 
or parties interested in said land 
or lots. A Petition for Tax Deed on 
the property described below has 
been filed with the Circuit Clerk 
of EDGAR County, IL as Case 
No. 2016TX1(12). The Property 
is located at:  Permanent Index 
Number: 09-18-02-406-018, 
Brief Legal Description:  S2 T13 
R12 LOT 49 WESTVIEW 2ND ADD , 
Certificate Number: 150066. Said 

Property was sold on 10/27/2016 
for Delinquent Real Estate Taxes 
and/or Special Assessments 
for the year 2015.  The period 
of redemption will expire on 
5/28/2019. On June 13, 2019 @ 
1:30 PM the Petitioner will make 
application to such Court in said 
County for an Order for Issuance 
of a Tax Deed.
A B Investments, Petitioner

TAKE NOTICE 
CERTIFICATE NO. 150076

TO: TERRI L HURT, DENNY L 
HURT, Persons in Occupancy 
or actual possession of said 
property, unknown owners or 
parties interested in said land or 
lots. A Petition for Tax Deed on 
the property described below has 
been filed with the Circuit Clerk 
of EDGAR County, IL as Case 
No. 2016TX1(13). The Property 
is located at:  Permanent Index 
Number: 09-18-12-161-005, Brief 
Legal Description:  S12 T13 R12 
LOT 578 & 579 COMM CLUB ADD, 
Certificate Number: 150076. Said 
Property was sold on 10/27/2016 
for Delinquent Real Estate Taxes 
and/or Special Assessments 
for the year 2015.  The period 
of redemption will expire on 
5/28/2019. On June 13, 2019 @ 
1:30 PM the Petitioner will make 
application to such Court in said 
County for an Order for Issuance 
of a Tax Deed.
A B Investments, Petitioner

TAKE NOTICE 
CERTIFICATE NO. 150077

TO: JOHN J HOLLINGSWORTH, 
Persons in Occupancy or actual 
possession of said property, 
unknown owners or parties in-
terested in said land or lots. 
A Petition for Tax Deed on the 
property described below has 
been filed with the Circuit Clerk 
of EDGAR County, IL as Case 
No. 2016TX1(15). The Property 
is located at:  Permanent Index 
Number: 09-18-12-176-011, Brief 
Legal Description:  S12-T13-R12 
LOT 429 COMMERCIAL CLUB 
ADD, Certificate Number: 
150077. Said Property was sold 
on 10/27/2016 for Delinquent 
Real Estate Taxes and/or Special 
Assessments for the year 2015.  
The period of redemption will 
expire on 5/28/2019. On June 
13, 2019 @ 1:30 PM the Petitioner 
will make application to such 
Court in said County for an Order 
for Issuance of a Tax Deed.
A B Investments, Petitioner

TAKE NOTICE 
CERTIFICATE NO. 150079

TO: DENNIS BALLINGER, Persons 
in Occupancy or actual posses-
sion of said property, unknown 
owners or parties interested in 
said land or lots. A Petition for Tax 
Deed on the property described 
below has been filed with the 
Circuit Clerk of EDGAR County, 
IL as Case No. 2016TX1(14). The 
Property is located at:  Permanent 
Index Number: 09-18-12-201-007, 
Brief Legal Description:  S12 T13 
R12 LOT 175 KENWOOD ADD , 
Certificate Number: 150079. Said 
Property was sold on 10/27/2016 
for Delinquent Real Estate Taxes 
and/or Special Assessments 
for the year 2015.  The period 
of redemption will expire on 
5/28/2019. On June 13, 2019 @ 
1:30 PM the Petitioner will make 
application to such Court in said 
County for an Order for Issuance 
of a Tax Deed.
A B Investments, Petitioner

TAKE NOTICE 
CERTIFICATE NO. 150085

TO: IBUSH MALOVSKI, ILLINOIS 
DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE LIEN 
UNIT, ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT 
OF EMPLOYMENT SECURITY, 
Persons in Occupancy or actual 
possession of said property, 
unknown owners or parties in-
terested in said land or lots. 
A Petition for Tax Deed on the 
property described below has 
been filed with the Circuit Clerk 
of EDGAR County, IL as Case 
No. 2016TX1(16). The Property 
is located at:  Permanent Index 
Number: 09-18-12-255-008, 
Brief Legal Description:  S12 T13 
R12 W S O’HAIR’S ADD. LOT 154 , 
Certificate Number: 150085. Said 
Property was sold on 10/27/2016 
for Delinquent Real Estate Taxes 
and/or Special Assessments 
for the year 2015.  The period 
of redemption will expire on 
5/28/2019. On June 13, 2019 @ 
1:30 PM the Petitioner will make 
application to such Court in said 
County for an Order for Issuance 
of a Tax Deed.
A B Investments, Petitioner

TAKE NOTICE 
CERTIFICATE NO. 150087

TO: DEAN E CRAIG, FIRST BANK 
& TRUST N/K/A FIRST MID BANK 
& TRUST, Persons in Occupancy 
or actual possession of said 
property, unknown owners or 
parties interested in said land or 
lots. A Petition for Tax Deed on 
the property described below has 
been filed with the Circuit Clerk 
of EDGAR County, IL as Case 
No. 2016TX1(19). The Property 
is located at:  Permanent Index 
Number: 09-18-12-308-002, 

Brief Legal Description:  S12 T13 
R12 LOT 659 COMM CLUB ADD , 
Certificate Number: 150087. Said 
Property was sold on 10/27/2016 
for Delinquent Real Estate Taxes 
and/or Special Assessments 
for the year 2015.  The period 
of redemption will expire on 
5/28/2019. On June 13, 2019 @ 
1:30 PM the Petitioner will make 
application to such Court in said 
County for an Order for Issuance 
of a Tax Deed.
A B Investments, Petitioner

TAKE NOTICE 
CERTIFICATE NO. 150112

TO: JOHN RUND, DORIS RUND, 
PERSONAL FINANCE COMPANY, 
GMAC MORTGAGE, LLC, MERS, 
Persons in Occupancy or actual 
possession of said property, 
unknown owners or parties in-
terested in said land or lots. 
A Petition for Tax Deed on the 
property described below has 
been filed with the Circuit Clerk 
of EDGAR County, IL as Case 
No. 2016TX1(17). The Property 
is located at:  Permanent Index 
Number: 15-02-31-326-008, 
Brief Legal Description:  LOT 
10 OF PETER COCKRELL’S 1ST 
ADDN & LOTS 11 & 12 PETER 
COCKERELS’ ADDN TO HUME, 
Certificate Number: 150112. Said 
Property was sold on 10/27/2016 
for Delinquent Real Estate Taxes 
and/or Special Assessments 
for the year 2015.  The period 
of redemption will expire on 
5/28/2019. On June 13, 2019 @ 
1:30 PM the Petitioner will make 
application to such Court in said 
County for an Order for Issuance 
of a Tax Deed.
A B Investments, Petitioner

TAKE NOTICE 
CERTIFICATE NO. 150118

TO: JOJAN A SHANKS, Persons in 
Occupancy or actual possession 
of said property, unknown owners 
or parties interested in said land 
or lots. A Petition for Tax Deed on 
the property described below has 
been filed with the Circuit Clerk 
of EDGAR County, IL as Case 
No. 2016TX1(18). The Property 
is located at:  Permanent Index 
Number: 15-02-34-231-005, Brief 
Legal Description:  LOTS 203 & 
204 JOHN METCALFS 2ND ADD, 
Certificate Number: 150118. Said 
Property was sold on 10/27/2016 
for Delinquent Real Estate Taxes 
and/or Special Assessments 
for the year 2015.  The period 
of redemption will expire on 
5/28/2019. On June 13, 2019 @ 
1:30 PM the Petitioner will make 
application to such Court in said 
County for an Order for Issuance 
of a Tax Deed.
A B Investments, Petitioner

TO: AMY LYNN HILL 
a/k/a AMY HILL

CASE NO: 2016-TX-1
FILED: January 2,2019

TAKE NOTICE

County of Edgar
Date Premises Sold: October 27, 
2016
Certificate No. 150058
Sold for General Taxes of 2015
Sold for Special Assessment of 
(Municipality)…N/A
And Special Assessment 
Number…N/A
Warrant No. …N/A Installment 
No. …N/A

THIS PROPERTY HAS BEEN 
SOLD FOR DELINQUENT TAXES

PROPERTY LOCATED AT: 804-
806 Douglas St., Paris, Illinois
LEGAL DESCRIPTION OR 
PERMANENT INDEX NO. 
09-18-01-365-003

This notice is to advise you that 
the above property has been sold 
for delinquent taxes and that the 
period of redemption from the 
sale will expire on April 30, 2019.
The amount to redeem is subject 
to increase at 6 month intervals 
from the date of the sale and 
may be further increased if the 
purchaser at the tax sale or his 
assignee pays any subsequently 
accruing taxes or special assess-
ments to redeem the property 
from subsequent forfeitures or 
tax sales. Check with County 
Clerk as to the exact amount you 
owe before redeeming.

This notice is also to advise you 

that a petition has been filed for 
a tax deed which will transfer title 
and the right to possession of 
this property if redemption is not 
made on or before April 30, 2019.
This matter is set for hearing in 
the Circuit Court of this County in
Paris, Illinois on May 2, 2019 at 
2:00 p.m.
You may be present at this hear-
ing but your right to redeem will 
already have expired at that time.
YOU ARE URGED TO REDEEM 
IMMEDIATELY TO PREVENT LOSS 
OF PROPERTY
Redemption can be made at any 
time on or before April 30, 2019 
by applying to the County Clerk 
of Edgar County, Illinois at office 
of the County Clerk in the Court 
House in Paris, Illinois.
For further information contact 
the County Clerk,115 West Court 
Street, Paris, IL 61944, Telephone: 
(217)466-7433
B.S. of Hoopeston, Inc. January 
2, 2019

FRUIN & KASH
Richard M. Kash, Jr.
129 North Central Avenue
Paris, IL 61944-1704
Phone: 217-465-4196
Fax: 217-466-1213

Sealed bids will be received 
at the Edgar County Highway 
Department, 12637 E. 950th Rd., 
Paris, IL 61944, for the following 
surplus inventory until 10:00 a.m. 
Friday, January 18, 2019 and at 
the time be publicly opened and 
read.
2012 Rayner RoadSaver II-E with 
spreader box.
Bidding Form, Terms & 
Conditions can be obtained 
at the Edgar County Highway 
Department from the Operations 
Manager, Mr. Dirk Mohon at (217) 
465-4139.

LEGAL NOTICE

The Edgar County Housing 
Authority has developed its 
fiscal year 2019 annual PHA plan 
in compliance with the Quality 
Housing and Work Responsibility 
Act of 1998.  The Plan is available 
for review at the Authority office 
located at 604 Highland Drive, 
Paris, IL 61944.  In addition, 
a public hearing will be held 
March 6, 2019 at 8:00 a.m. in the 
Administrative Building board 
room located at 604 Highland 
Drive, Paris, IL 61944.

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR
THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
OF ILLINOIS  EDGAR COUNTY

PARIS, ILLINOIS

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
CAROLYN JUNE BARRETT 
DEFFENBAUGH,
Deceased.
No. 2019-P-1

CLAIM NOTICE

   Notice is given of the death 
of CAROLYN JUNE BARRETT 
DEFFENBAUGH.  Letters of 
office were issued on January 
9, 2019, to STEVEN J. BARRETT, 
901 Hillside Drive, Monticello, IL 
61856, and EVELYN L. JULIAN, 
710 Buena Vista, Paris, IL 61944 
as Independent Co-Executors, 
whose Attorney is S. Craig Smith, 
Asher & Smith, 1119 N. Main 
Street, P.O. Box 340, Paris, IL 
61944.
   Claims against the Estate may 
be filed in the Office of the Clerk 
of the Court at the Edgar County 
Courthouse, Paris, Illinois, 61944, 
or with the representative, or 
both, on or before July 22, 2019 
(at least six months from the date 
of the first publication), and any 
claim not filed within that period 
is barred.  Copies of a claim filed 
with the Clerk must be mailed or 
delivered to the representative 
and to the attorney within ten 
days after it has been filed.
Dated this 9th day of January, 
2019.

STEVEN J. BARRETT and EVELYN 
L. JULIAN
Representatives

Craig Smith
Asher & Smith
1119 N. Main Street
P.O. Box 340
Paris, IL 61944
Telephone: 217/465/6444

CALLIE BABER 
AUCTION CO.

Callie 217.822.3304
Shelly 217.808.0527
Matt 217.508.5200

232 West Wood Street

“Have Fun, Save Money, Make Money, Shop Auctions!”

REAL ESTATE AUCTION
In partnership with Moss Auction Team

508 West Garfield St., Paris, IL
2 BR, 1 BA home with 2-car garage & outbuilding 

on a double lot. New roof, siding, windows, 
wiring & furnace!

Open House: Sat. Jan. 26th, 10:30 a.m.- 12 p.m.
Auction Date: Sat. Feb. 2nd, 10 a.m. IL Time

MATTOON
KAWASAKI YAMAHA
SSR MOTORSPORTS

&
CF MOTO 

•  MOTORCYCLES
•  ATV’S

•  MULES
•  TEREX’S

Parts, Accessories, Sales
And Service

Mattoon - 217-258-2000
mattoonkawasakiyamaha.com

INVITATION TO BID 
The Edgar County Board is now 

accepting bids for New Voting Equipment.
Bid specifications may be found at

www.edgarcountyillinois.com or
may be picked up in the 

County Clerk’s Office
 115 W. Court St., Rm J, Paris, IL,

Bids are due in the County Clerk’s Office
on or before 1/21/18 at 8:30 a.m..

August H. Griffin
Edgar County Clerk
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HAVE YOUR SAY

BRIEFLY
Holcomb’s budget 
proposal would 
end Amtrak line 
subsidy between 
Indy, Chicago

INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — Gov. 
Eric Holcomb’s proposed 
state budget would end Indi-
ana’s annual subsidy for an 
Amtrak line that runs between 
Indianapolis and Chicago.

Under the Republican 
governor’s proposed budget , 
the Hoosier State Line would 
no longer receive $3 million 
in annual state support after 
June 30, 2019.

Crawfordsville Mayor Todd 
Barton tells WFIU-FM that he 
was surprised by Holcomb’s 
proposal to end funding for 
the Indianapolis-to-Chicago 
passenger line, which has 
stops in Crawfordsville, Lafay-
ette, Rensselaer and Dyer.

Amtrak spokesman Marc 
Magliari declined to com-
ment, citing the early stage of 
Indiana’s budget process.

Amtrak took over the line’s 
operations in 2017 after a 
private contractor ended its 
deal to run the trains over 
concerns it wasn’t making 
enough money from a deal 
with Amtrak and the Indiana 
Department of Transporta-
tion.

Illinois governor-
elect makes 
more Cabinet 
appointments

SPRINGFIELD, Ill. (AP) — 
Illinois Gov.-elect J.B. Pritzker 
filled more Cabinet positions 
ahead of his inauguration, and 
his choices include several 
women and show a bipartisan 
approach.

The State Journal-Register 
reports that Democrat J.B. 
Pritzker announced his picks 
Thursday to lead multiple 
state agencies, including the 
Department of Healthcare 
and Family Services, Depart-
ment of Central Management 
Services and the Illinois Emer-
gency Management Agency.

Pritzker also showed a 
bipartisan approach by asking 
two of Republican Gov. Bruce 
Rauner’s agency directors to 
stay in their jobs. Heidi Muel-
ler will remain the director of 
the Department of Juvenile 
Justice, and Matt Perez will 
stay the state Fire Marshal.

The governor-elect also 
filled three roles in his 
executive office: deputy chief 
of staff for communications, 
press secretary and deputy 
chief of staff for legislative 
affairs.

Loud student 
basketball fan 
quieted by 
Northwestern 
official

EVANSTON, Ill. (AP) — The 
Northwestern University 
student leader who has 
earned the nickname “The 
Shrieker” for her screams 
during basketball games has 
been quieted.

The high-pitched wails 
of Emily Harriott had drawn 
complaints from both fans in 
the stands and television and 
radio broadcasters.

Harriott attended the 
Wildcats losing efforts 
Wednesday against the Iowa 
Hawkeyes at Welsh-Ryan 
Arena. She says it was dif-
ferent, and more accurately, 
quieter.

It was after Sunday’s game 
against Illinois that North-
western officials asked the 
president of Northwestern 
Wildside, the official student 
section, to lower her voice.

Harriott told the Chicago 
Tribune she was caught off 
guard by the request from 
Heather Obering, the athletic 
department’s director of 
marketing.

Harriott says despite 
being required to lower her 
voice she will continue to 
attend games and cheer on 
the Wildcats.

Spending debate wraps up
Two-year session wraps, Madigan thanks House for work in epic struggle over budget
BY JOHN O'CONNOR
AP Political Writer

SPRINGFIELD, Ill. (AP) 
— The Illinois House wrapped 
up its two-year session Tuesday, 
Jan. 9,  with legislation to help 
the incoming governor, with 
House Speaker Michael Madi-
gan praising lawmakers for per-
severing in an epic struggle over 
state spending with outgoing 
Gov. Bruce Rauner.

The Democratic House ma-
jority endorsed measures to 
allow Gov.-elect J.B. Pritzker to 
offer higher salaries to his cab-
inet and to replace a problem-
atic Illinois Tollway board. The 
legislation moved to the Sen-
ate for action before the 101st 
General Assembly convened 
on Wednesday.

The two-year session saw 
Madigan, who's held the gavel 
for all but two years since 1983, 
become the longest-serving 

state House speaker in U.S. his-
tory during a critical period in 
which he proved his mettle.

The Republican Rauner's 
insistence on approval of his 
conservative agenda in ex-
change for an annual budget 
deal had left Illinois without 
a spending plan for two years. 
Madigan lured enough Repub-
licans in July 2017 to approve 
an income-tax increase to fund 
an annual budget over Raun-
er's vetoes, ending what Madi-
gan on Tuesday called an epic 
struggle.

"You deserve credit for what 
you do day-in and day-out, but 
you know that from time to 
time, the issues become more 
significant on one day than they 
were on a prior day or they may 
be on a future day," Madigan 
said. "And that's exactly what 
happened in that struggle be-
tween the Legislature and the 

executive department."
Rauner, who relinquishes 

the office to Pritzker on Mon-
day, previewed the end-of-term 
report he must present to the 
Legislature. He highlighted 
his involvement in landmark 
2017 legislation to make public 
school funding fairer, cutting 
red tape for small businesses, 
improving Medicaid and win-
ning a U.S. Supreme Court 
case he initiated that prohibits 
government unions from col-
lecting fair-share administrative 
fees from nonunion members.

But he said the report 
will also encourage the busi-
ness-friendly changes he has 
trumpeted and which prompt-
ed the budget showdown. 
When it was suggested that vot-
ers had repudiated that agenda 
by choosing the Democratic 
Pritzker in November, Rauner 
said, "Change is hard."

"The folks that created 
the massive problems in our 
state certainly are resistant to 
change," Rauner said. "That 
doesn't mean that our rec-
ommendations are somehow 
wrong or flawed. It means it's 
going to take time to communi-
cate with the voters and get the 
changes done."

Pritzker, who wasn't part of 
the proceedings, was the main 
beneficiary of Tuesday's ac-
tion. The House voted 68-37 
to change state law and increase 
annual pay for the director of 
prisons, the transportation sec-
retary and the directors of other 
agencies governing human ser-
vices, health care, the environ-
ment and more.

Pritzker said Illinois salaries 
for agency directors and assis-
tant directors aren't competi-
tive. The legislation would in-
crease the highest salaries from 

$150,000 to $172,500.
Critics complained that non-

union middle managers have 
dealt with salary freezes for 15 
or more years. They said the 
state can't afford higher pay 
when there's a $130 billion hole 
in what the state owes to its 
pension systems.

By a vote of 100-6, the 
House approved allowing 
Pritzker to abolish the terms of 
the Tollway board that oversees 
294 miles (473 kilometers) 
of tolled interstate highway in 
northeastern Illinois because of 
questionable spending.

Opponents argued that re-
placing the board would delay 
the Tollway's construction 
work scheduled for this spring. 
Republican Rep. Jeanne Ives 
called the legislation a politi-
cal ploy because a majority of 
board members' terms will ex-
pire by May.

PROUD OF THE PAST, LOOKING TO THE FUTURE

Special to The Prairie Press

In this Jan. 2, 2019, photo, a banner highlighting accomplishments of the Cissna Park 1930s era basketball team hangs at 
Garfield’s Bar & Grill in Cissna Park. At the start of 2019, the Timberwolves were the No. 1-ranked team in the Illinois High 
School Association’s Class 1A, uniting a village already brimming with pride in its sports teams.

Cissna Park has big dreams
BY ANTHONY ZILIS
The (Champaign) News-Gazette

CISSNA PARK, Ill. (AP) — Cissna 
Park High School boys basketball coach 
Kevin Long gathered his team into a 
classroom that's lined with four couches, 
which his sweaty players sank into after a 
morning practice over winter break.

The former English room has small 
murals painted onto the walls, includ-
ing one for "To Kill a Mockingbird." But 
now, the space is used as a room for the 
basketball team, complete with a ping-
pong table and a refrigerator. At a school 
with only 97 students, space isn't hard to 
come by.

At schools that small, though, quality 
athletes are at a premium. Success comes 
in waves when quality classes come 
through, even for the most consistent 
teams.

"We've had classes with nine to 12 
athletes that are involved in every sport," 
athletic director and volleyball coach 
Josh Landon said. "And then our last 
year's boys graduating class, we had one 
athlete."

In 24 years at Cissna Park, Long has 
guided his team through more high 
points than low ones.

At the start of 2019, the Timber-
wolves were the No. 1-ranked team in 
the Illinois High School Association's 
small-school division, uniting a village 
already brimming with pride in its sports 
teams.

The team returned five seniors this 
year who won IESA state championships 
in 2014 and 2015, including 6-foot-8 
twins Christian and Julian Stadeli.

And while the school is small, the 
team doesn't hurt for numbers. Out of 
those 97 students, 19 are on the boys 
basketball team.

"Year in and year out, we've got kids 
who are ultimate team players, and that 
comes from their upbringing," said 
Long, who will retire from coaching af-
ter this year. "I've had opportunities to 
leave here over the years, and it was a 
no-brainer to stay here. The people and 
the community is so close and tightknit."

Even with the switch from a two-class 
to a four-class system, a state title for a 
school their size would put them in rare 
company. If they won a state title this 
season, they'd be the second-smallest 
public school to do so — with one more 
student than Findley in 1992, which 
won in a two-class system, and one stu-

dent less than Alden-Hebron in 1952, 
which made an amazing run in a one-
class system.

The town's size, though, doesn't al-
ways work to their detriment.

Most of the team grew up attending 
Long's summer basketball camps, which 
they can start in second grade, and play-
ing in the park downtown, where a bas-
ketball court is sandwiched by a large 
gazebo and a playground.

In the small town with a population 
of 846, there isn't really much else to do.

The team eats its weekend pregame 
breakfasts at Garfield’s Bar and Grill, one 
of the only restuarants. A few decades 
ago, local businesses thrived in Cissna 
Park, but most have closed, one by one. 
And as those businesses vanished, so too 
did sales tax revenues. Although Rick 
Baier, who was the town’s village presi-
dent for 30 years, said the town has been 
able to be flexible with its spending to 
offset the losses, the decline of business-
es has made it difficult to keep young 
residents in town.

The town, though, is proud of its 
school and loves its sports. And at least 
some of the town's young residents en-
joy living there.

Anthony Videka grew up in the Chi-
cago suburbs and attended Fremd High 
School in Palatine, whose enrollment is 
more than 25 times Cissna Park's. Three 
years ago, he moved to town, where his 
wife, Jenny (Maurer) Videka, grew up, 
and took over as Cissna Park's head girls 
basketball coach.

He's won a regional title all three 
years, making it four straight for the pro-
gram. The Videkas have two young chil-

dren, with another on the way, and the 
town's tightknit atmosphere is keeping 
them there.

"We have a lot of family nearby," Vide-
ka said, "and everybody in town knows 
our kids just as well as we do."

The excitement across town is build-
ing for this year's boys basketball team, 
similar to that magical Elite Eight run 
in 2003, when a two-class system made 
it even more difficult for small schools, 
and for the volleyball team's runs to state 
in 2014 and 2015. The school's 725-seat 
gym can fit nearly the whole town. And 
while it doesn't fill up quite like it used 
to, Long expects some capacity crowds 
down the stretch.

"You have everything from retired 
teachers and coaches still showing up 
at games; you see three, four genera-
tions still sitting in the town at games," 
Landon said. "It's pretty special. It truly 
is a special place to coach."

The reality is that tiny schools are on 
thin ice. And someday, Baier knows it's 
possible the school will go the way of 
nearby Crescent City, which deactivated 
in 2008 with an enrollment of 30 stu-
dents.

Baier said Cissna Park was gearing it-
self toward becoming a retirement com-
munity when he was village president 
because young people aren't staying at 
the rate they once did. That plan is cur-
rently in motion.

For now, though, Cissna Park is a 
typical small town with familiar faces all 
around. And even though the town is 
morphing, pride in the Timberwolves is 
consistently high. As long as the school 
is around, that will likely never change.

Special to The Prairie Press

The park in Cissna Park on Wednesday January 2, 2019. The small community has 
always prided itself as a great place to raise a family and for its successful sports 
teams.

Madigan makes 
sure that 
opposition in the 
House is costly

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Many things have 
changed in state govern-
ment during the past 36 
years. Madigan has held 
constant.

And that will continue, as 
House members this week 
elected Madigan to his 18th 
term as speaker on a 72-44 
vote, following the inaugu-
ration of the 101st General 
Assembly. State Rep. Jim 
Durkin, R-Western Springs, 
will retain his role as House 
minority leader.

There was a wrinkle, 
however. One House 
member, state Rep. Anne 
Stava-Murray, D-Naper-
ville, voted present. It was 
the first time in Madigan’s 
more than three decades 
as speaker that a fresh-
man Democrat refused 
to cast this vote for him. 
Stava-Murray has been a 
vocal critic of the speak-
er’s handling of sexual 
harassment allegations in 
his party organization and 
his treatment of the #Me-
Too movement Her lone 
voice of dissent highlights 
the overwhelming, unique 
power Madigan wields.

What truly gives the 
speakership so much 
power is another vote in 
the House – the vote for 
the rules of the chamber. 
Through the House rules, 
Madigan can assign com-
mittee chair positions and 
the $10,000 stipends that 
come with them, control 
who votes in committees, 
dictate when a bill will be 
called for a vote, and even 
control what bills make it 
to a vote. No other state leg-
islative body in the nation 
grants such broad powers 
to its House speaker.

But it’s not just the rules 
from which Madigan draws 
power. He is also the only 
legislative leader in the 
nation to head a state po-
litical party. As chairman 
of the Democratic Party 
of Illinois, Madigan simul-
taneously controls policy, 
politics and purse strings.

Voting present for 
speaker will likely cost 
Stava-Murray the ability 
to have her bills see the 
light of day. It also puts her 
squarely in the crosshairs 
for a well-funded primary 
opponent.

Of course, Stava-Mur-
ray will undoubtedly face 
consequences for her 
speaker vote. The fact that 
her stance is so costly is ex-
actly why the House rules 
vote – granting one man 
extraordinary power – is so 
important.

Analyzing 
power
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